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The Belt and Road places special emphasis on connect- (A ' 2o R
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as a response to this phenomenon, usually referred to as
“excess capacity.” By investing in the creation of roads,
railways, ports and other infrastructure, the Belt and
Road will stoke demand for Chinese commodities as a
means of solving China’s “excess capacity” problem,
some scholars argue.

Chinese investment 1in Sr1 Lankan infrastructure
has been the subject of intense controversy. Af-
ter the Sr1 Lankan government had to cede equi-
ty in the newly-constructed Hambantota port to
a Chinese state-owned firm, many Sr1 Lankans
decried the port as a “Chinese colony” and
called for an end to Sr1 Lankan participation in
the Belt and Road initiative. Sr1 Lankan law-
makers face a difficult balancing act: on the one
hand, popular opinion 1s virulently against con-
tinued Chinese investment in the country, on the
other, the Belt and Road represents a much-
needed source of funds for the debt-stricken
country.

Belt and Road Initiative as a Response to the US-led
World Order

Many scholars have asserted that the Belt and Road 1s a
product of China’s rising geopolitical and geoeconomic
clout. In this view, the Belt and Road is an attempt, by
China, to create an informal network of allies to chal-
lenge US regional influence. Specific institutions under
the framework of the Belt and Road, such as the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank, are designed as a direct
challenge to the US-led monetary regime of the WTO
and the World Bank, some commentators argue. The
behaviour of the Chinese state 1s explained, in this
framework, by China’s status as a “rising power.”
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When Myanmar was ruled by a military junta,
the PRC enjoyed a close relationship with the
country. Myanmar, then, welcomed Chinese 1n-
vestment 1n the country’s infrastructure. Since
democratic reforms 1n 2010 led to the demise of
the junta, emergent anti-Chinese populism has
created numerous obstacles to Myanma integra-
tion into the Belt and Road Initiative. Though
several Belt and Road projects have been initi-
ated 1n the country in recent years, such as the
Kyaukphyu gas pipeline, fears of growing Chi-
nese influence in the country have led to the
cessation of several projects—yprojects that Chi-
na sees as vital to 1ts energy security.

Xinjiang, a province in China’s northwest popu-
lated by ethnic Uyghurs, 1s one the Belt and
Road’s centerpieces. Beijing intends to leverage
the region’s close geographic and cultural prox-
imity to Central Asia to facilitate the economic
integration of China and Central Asia. Though
the Belt and Road, in this way, emphasizes Xin-
j1ang’s distinct 1dentity and 1ts connection to
Central Asia, the Initiative seems, paradoxically,
intended to secure Chinese control over the re-
gion by placating the region’s indigenous popu-
lation with material enticements generated
through investment in the local economy.




