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Arts Insights. Insights into our past: the world that shaped us.

Insights into our present: our world today. Insights into our

future: the world tomorrow.

In its 2007 rankings, the Times Higher Education Supplement

has ranked McGill first in Canada and 12th in the world, and

has named McGill as North America’s best public university.

This year, the Faculty of Arts welcomed over 20 new professors

from institutions as widespread as Harvard University, the

European University Institute, the University of Cambridge,

the University of Toronto, and the University of California,

Berkeley. This brings the total of new faculty members in Arts

to more than 150 over the past six years. 

In this issue of Arts Insights, I invite you to meet some of 

our newest colleagues, many of whom are just embarking on

long and promising careers, all of whom are engaged in 

groundbreaking research, and all of whom will contribute to

and enhance the Faculty’s reputation for scholarly integrity 

and excellence.

Welcome to this issue.

NATHAL IE  COOKE

Associate Dean, Research and Graduate Studies
Faculty of Arts
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It was not uncommon for doctors in late nineteen-century
France to publicly state that if they had not become men of
science, they would have become artists, nor was it unusual

for artists to discuss their work using scientific language and
metaphors. Medical discourse, as an authoritative force, formed
and influenced conceptions of bodies, sexualities and diseases.
Artistic circles were not oblivious to the emerging theories of
modern scientific medicine nor were medical and scientific
communities unaware of the power of artistic conventions. As
artistic and medical training both focused on the visual exami-
nation of the human body, art and its pictorial traditions
enabled medicine to visualize its normal and pathological bod-
ies while medical ideas became embodied in artists’ representa-
tions. Artists appropriated, and sought to imitate, the scientific
model in order to create representations of bodies that were
considered to be as real and truthful as possible. Both profes-
sions worked together in the process of formulating and trans-
forming ideas about the body through the visual image. 
This photograph, which was reproduced in a large medical

book published in Paris in 1868, shows a cropped view of a
young syphilitic woman, stripped bare except for the black rib-
bon around her neck. Since photographic technology did not
yet allow for colour reproductions, small red dots were added to
the print after it was developed in order to indicate disease. 
In addition to marking up photographs, medical iconography
often relied upon artistic conventions and used visual codes
that were rooted in popular culture in order to make a disease
(and its host) more decipherable. For example, the inclusion of
the fashionable ribbon helped construct the woman’s identity
as a working-class woman, most likely a prostitute. This cheap
accessory was often used in images in the popular press (and 
in Manet’s scandalous Olympia) to indicate a woman’s low
social status. The woman’s coy pose echoes that of a classical
nude yet her unidealized body, replete with uneven breasts and
a mass of pubic hair is analogous to pornographic photographs.

Furthermore, the stylized flow of the delicate red dots that 
pepper the breasts, run down the young stomach and disperse 
in a fluff of hair emphasizes the soft contours of the naked
female form in a decorative manner that was not granted to
medical representations of syphilitic men, who were often
shown with cruder cankers. This medical photograph’s claim 
to objectivity and neutrality was constructed and secured by 
its position in a medical book, yet the image is only fully 
legible when we ‘read’ it in relation to images taken from the
‘subjective’ world of art and the fantasy land of pornography.
My research explores where, how and why the worlds of art

and medicine overlapped during the nineteenth century.
Through an examination of primary sources surrounding the
production, display and receptions of medical iconography, 
be it Salon portraits, popular photographs, medical wax models
or representations of medical innovations, I look at how artists
and doctors worked together to create representations of 
bodies. By bringing together and examining various primary
sources – medical text books, artists’ manuals, paintings, ency-
clopedias, doctors’ letters and meeting notes, caricatures, 
dictionaries, novels, professional purchases, newspapers, art
reviews, and, importantly, the multiple objects found in 
medical museums and hospitals, such as wax models, painted
portraits, photographs, plaster
casts, marble busts and drawings – 
I explore what is at stake in the
close connection between aesthet-
ic and the ethical in medical
iconography. 

MARY HUNTER
is Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Art History and
Communication Studies.

My research explores where, how and why
the worlds of art and medicine over-
lapped during the nineteenth century.

Edouard Manet’s Olympia (1863) and photograph (1868)
showing a cropped view of a young syphilitic woman

WHERE DO ART AND MED IC INE OVER LA P?
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L’agression sexuelle est un phénomène social
qui suscite inquiétudes et incompréhen-
sions, notamment parce qu’un nombre

effarant de personnes en sont victimes. Les données
de prévalence indiquent en effet qu’une femme 
sur six et un homme sur douze ont vécu une agres-
sion sexuelle avant l’âge de 18 ans. Cette forme
d’abus a le potentiel de marquer le développe-
ment d’un enfant et d’en influencer le cours,
non seulement à court terme mais tout au long
de sa vie. Ainsi, les enfants agressés sexuelle-
ment sont susceptibles de démontrer de multi-
ples désordres psychologiques et psychiatriques,
tels que les troubles dépressifs, le syndrome 
de stress post-traumatique et les comportements
sexualisés non appropriés, pour n’en nommer
que certains. Les travaux de recherche du Dr.
Collin-Vézina se sont attardés jusqu’à présent 
à l’étude de ces répercussions chez diverses 
populations d’enfants victimes d’agression sex-
uelle, provenant des centres hospitaliers ou des
centres de la protection de la jeunesse.
Récemment, elle s’est intéressée au lien entre
l’agression sexuelle vécue durant l’enfance et le
développement des troubles des conduites ali-
mentaires, plus précisément de l’anorexie 
mentale. Des études récentes ont démontré,
auprès de femmes adultes surtout, que les
antécédents d’agression sexuelle influençaient
l’apparition d’un tel trouble, notamment parce
que certaines victimes d’agressions sexuelles
pouvaient, par exemple, adopter une restric-
tion alimentaire par refus de voir leur
apparence se développer de façon sexualisée
après la puberté ou par un besoin de repren-
dre le contrôle sur leur corps. Toutefois, 
les victimes d’agression sexuelle ne devien-
nent pas toutes anorexiques, et les person-
nes anorexiques n’ont pas toutes été

victimes d’abus. Aussi, ce lien demeure controversé car
certaines études ne l’ont pas validé empiriquement. 
En fait, une combinaison de variables à la fois géné-
tiques et environnementales, dont possiblement 
les agressions sexuelles, serait en cause dans 
le développement de l’anorexie mentale. Le rôle
unique des abus sexuels dans l’apparition de ce 
trouble, de même que les relations qui existent entre
les antécédents d’agression sexuelle et les autres 
facteurs de risque associés à l’anorexie, restent toute-
fois à être précisés, en particulier chez les jeunes 
adolescentes. C’est dans cette perspective que le Dr.
Collin-Vézina mène une recherche en partenariat
avec l’Hôpital Sainte-Justine qui vise à mieux 
comprendre le profil des adolescentes de 10 à 17 ans
souffrant d’anorexie mentale, en termes des vari-
ables liées à l’histoire familiale (par ex. trouble ali-
mentaire, dépression et abus d’alcool d’un membre
de la famille), aux expériences prémorbides (par
ex. agression sexuelle, internalisation de l’idéal de
la minceur, conflits familiaux, pression d’être
mince perçue par les pairs) et à certaines carac-
téristiques prémordides et troubles concomitants
(par ex : anxiété, dissociation, puberté hâtive).
Cette étude s’inscrit dans la foulée des recomman-
dations du Society for Adolescent Medicine à l’effet
que les recherches futures dans ce domaine
devraient s’attarder à l’identification des facteurs
psychiatriques, psychosociaux et biologiques qui
sont associés à l’anorexie mentale, et ce, partic-
ulièrement chez les jeunes patientes. Une meilleure
compréhension des événements vécus par ces
jeunes filles anorexiques, dont les agressions de
nature sexuelle, est essentielle afin de cibler 
des interventions stratégiques, et ainsi, favoriser 
la guérison de ces adolescentes en difficulté. 

DELPHINE COLL IN -VÉZ INA
est professeur adjoint à l’École de service social.

Une meilleure compréhension des événements vécus est essentielle
afin de favoriser la guérison des adolescentes en difficulté.

L ES ANTÉCÉDENTS D ’AGRESS ION SEXUE L L E
INF LUENCENT- I L S L E DÉVE LOPPEMENT DES
T ROUB L ES A L IMENTA I R ES À L’ADOLESCENCE?



For those who experienced what Czechoslovaks in 1989
called their “Gentle Revolution,” its elevated moral 
character was striking.

Though the Western gaze then and since has been riveted on the
rapid dismantling of the Communist regime, Czechs and Slovaks
themselves were equally impressed by the fact that wallets lost 

in crowds of demonstrators were returned, that cars left unlocked were not
stolen, and that formerly cold, impassive neighbors had suddenly become

warm and generous fellow-citizens. This, more than the political changes, is
what moved Czechs and Slovaks at the time to speak of miracles, and what enabled
the Slovak revolutionary leader Ján Budaj later to recall, “It was a revolution of 
values, a moral revolution.... Ethics moved people onto the squares; they weren’t
talking about economics, but about renewing human relationships.”
Just prior to the peaceful but unpopular dissolution of the Czecho-Slovak federa-

tion three years later, the one-time Czech revolutionary leader Jan Urban wrote
that “there was no revolution in Czechoslovakia in November 1989, because a 
revolution would have brought new institutions and new ideas to power. But if we
want to call it a revolution, then we have to add that that revolution, from in-
experience, committed suicide.” Urban poignantly expressed the frustration of mil-
lions of his compatriots disappointed by the failure of the ideals of 1989 to take
deeper root in society and politics. Where the congress of citizens in public space
had previously been characterized by non-violence and tolerance, now it was 
frequently marked by physical blows and verbal aggression. Where power had pre-
viously acquiesced to popular demands for representative democracy, now it fla-
grantly disregarded popular demands for a referendum on the federation’s future,
which everyone knew the pro-dissolution governments would lose.
My research examines the cultural history of the revolution in Czechoslovakia

from 1989 to 1992, with emphasis on the spirit of moral renewal to which
Czechoslovaks testified in 1989, and its subsequent “suicide.” It looks beyond intel-
lectual and political elites to consider the actions and words of ordinary citizens in
diverse corners of the country, asking what the revolution and their participation 
in it meant to them initially, and how this meaning changed. It considers especially
the rituals, moral codes, and myths that Czechoslovaks developed in 1989 and that
continued to inform public life in subsequent years. It asks how a perceived moral
transformation could come about and what made the revolution so objectively
non-violent, and why these high ideals could not be preserved. The sources I use 

to determine what 1989 meant to contemporary actors 
are the words and actions of these actors themselves. Striking
students and workers churned out in the course of just a few
months tens of thousands of declarations, flysheets, bulletins,
posters and open letters. Together with videorecordings,
newspapers, and the minutes of revolutionary associations,
these documents reveal the complex symbolism of collective
action in 1989, replete with festivals and journées that 
accomplished – in addition to or in lieu of any explicit politi-
cal purpose – the sacralization of revolutionary community.

JAMES KRAPFL is Assistant Professor in the Department of History.
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Photograph citation:
Státní okresní archiv Louny, fond. 569

“Sbírka dokument k 17.11.1989 –
30.11.1990 v Lounech,” kartón . 2

WHAT WAS THE MEAN ING OF 1989?



The rule of law is clearly a good
thing. Equal responsibility and
protection under the law increase

justice in society and promote prosperity.
Citizens in rule-of-law-governed states
are protected from arbitrary violations of
their civil and political rights. Economic
actors invest in their economies at higher
rates, thus promoting economic growth.
Establishing the rule of law, however, 
is easier promised than done. While most
post-authoritarian regimes profess a com-
mitment to the rule of law, few have 
successfully implemented it. 
My research examines various symp-

toms of weak rule of law. My PhD thesis
assessed the level of the rule of law in
Russia and Ukraine. I studied complaints
filed by prospective candidates for elect-
ed office who had been denied a spot on
the ballot and defamation cases filed
against media outlets. Surprisingly, statis-
tical analysis showed that Ukrainian
politicians were more likely than Russian
politicians to pressure the courts. In elec-
toral disputes, Ukrainian pro-govern-
ment candidates were 27% more likely to
win than opposition-affiliated plaintiffs;
Russian pro-government candidates 
had no advantage in court. In addition,
Ukrainian incumbents won 99% of
defamation lawsuits and received three
times as much money in compensation 
as opposition-affiliated plaintiffs did. 
In Russia government-affiliated and
opposition-affiliated litigants had a simi-
lar rate of success and received similar
compensations. 
This was a surprising result, because the

rule of law literature has long held that
more political competition leads to
stronger rule of law and Ukraine’s regime
is clearly more competitive than the
Russian one. The findings confirmed my
own theory that in fledgling democracies
political competition hinders, rather
than promotes the development of pow-
erful and independent courts. New
democracies usually lack a stable party

system and a vibrant free press. In this
context, political competition increases
the benefits that weak incumbents 
get from subservient courts and expands
the set of cases that become politicized. 
My current project looks at two other

symptoms of weak rule of law, namely
ubiquitous political corruption and ram-
pant organized crime. Given that all
countries criminalize corruption, habitu-
al engagement of politicians in corrupt
practices suggests that the judiciary is
unable or unwilling to apply existing laws
to hold politicians
accountable.
Strong organized
crime is another
symptom that 
the courts are
either ineffective
or in the pocket 
of mobsters.
Italy and

Bulgaria’s judiciar-
ies share a virtually
identical and
rather peculiar institutional structure.
The public perception of the two judici-
aries, however, could hardly be more dif-
ferent. Ever since the Mani Pulite (Clean
Hands) campaign of the early 1990s, 
the Italian judiciary has been lauded as a
guarantor of democracy, the vanquisher
of systemic political corruption, and an
active fighter against organized crime. By
contrast, the Bulgarian judiciary is rou-
tinely criticized for failing to curb (or
even for promoting) political corruption
and organized crime, being itself con-
sumed by systemic corruption, and
threatening Bulgaria’s accession to the
EU, which hung in the balance due 
to the EU’s dissatisfaction with judicial
performance. My study aims to deter-
mine whether this contrast reflects a real
difference and explain its sources. 

MARIA POPOVA is Assistant Professor in
the Department of Political Science.
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Given that all
countries criminalize
corruption, habitual

engagement of
politicians in corrupt

practices suggests
that the judiciary is
unable or unwilling

to apply existing laws
to hold politicians

accountable.

WHY DO SO MANY POS T- AU THOR I TA R I AN
COUNTR I E S L ACK THE RU L E OF L AW?
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HOW D ID THE GR E E K H I S TOR I AN
PO LYB I U S J UDGE ROMAN IMP E R I A L I SM?

Map of the
Roman Empire
(c. 117 BC)

Polybius of
Megalopolis
(c.200-c.118)

oon after establishing con-
trol of southern and central
Italy, the ancient Romans
began to extend their power
outside the Italian peninsula.

Within little more than a cen-
tury (264-146 B.C.), they created the
foundations of an empire spanning the
Mediterranean world. The Romans
imposed their will through warfare and
wielded dominion by obtaining the 
cooperation of client states and occupy-
ing territories placed under direct admin-
istration. The Greek historian Polybius
traced the growth of Roman power in
this crucial period. In the course of fifty
years (167-117 B.C.), he produced a
lengthy oeuvre, of which perhaps one
third survives. During almost the entire
period covered by the Histories of
Polybius, the Greek states, although by
no means subject to direct Roman rule,
fell under the growing political influ-
ence, interference and domination of
Rome. How did Polybius judge Roman
power? What position did he adopt as 
an historian and public figure? Was he a
dedicated supporter or an intellectual
opponent of Rome?
Polybius admired Rome. He considered

Roman domination impressive. He
believed that the Romans in most cases

cited good reasons for going to war.
Although he thought that their foreign
policy was sometimes unjust, he often
suggested that allowances could be made
for these moral lapses. He maintained
that, on balance, the Romans treated
subordinate states with moderation and
beneficence. Moreover, he advised sub-
ject states to accept Roman rule, and he
himself on several occasions lent active
assistance to the imperial nation.
On the other hand, Polybius was a

pragmatist, for he consistently main-
tained that the only reasonable policy for
subject peoples to follow in their rela-
tions with Rome was prudent coopera-
tion. Military opposition to the
increasingly dominant ruling power of
the Mediterranean world could only lead
to disaster. The pragmatism, evident in
his writing, also informed the decisions
that he himself made on several occasions
to support the Romans actively.
Thus Polybius exhibited a certain intel-

lectual distance from Rome. This is 
evident not only in his pragmatic assess-
ment of Roman-Greek relations but also
in other ways, including the admiration
of imperialism in principle, his criticism
of harsh or unjust Roman policies, 
his concern for subject states, his politi-
cal conservatism, his primary attachment

to his own country, the Achaean League
(a federal state embracing the entire
Peloponnese), and a desire to preserve its
independence and well-being. Thus
Polybius’ support for Rome was tempered
by his own beliefs, objectives and loyal-
ties, and he preserved his intellectual
independence and integrity. His response
to the nation that dominated his own
world will be of interest to men and
women of the modern age who face the
similarly complex task of judging the
implications and consequences that arise
when powerful countries project their
influence over less powerful ones.

DANIEL  BARONOWSKI
is a Faculty Lecturer in the Department 
of History and Classics Programme. 
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The most common answers to such questions point
out two factors: economic interests and institu-
tions. The former allegedly determine an organiza-

tion’s position toward globalization, whereas the latter
shape the strategies organizations will carry out to pursue
their interests. Such arguments shed some light on the
politics of globalization. For example,
trade unions representing blue-collar, low-
skilled workers in internationalized sectors
do tend to oppose globalization because
they see it as a threat to their members’
wages and jobs. Similarly, the strategies
that these trade unions will implement
do tend to vary according to the national
system of industrial relations in which
they operate. 
Nonetheless, when

one goes in the field
these deductive
approaches often fall
short of accounting for
the varieties of organi-
zational strategies
developed in response
to globalization. For
example, in France trade
unions with relatively
similar social constituen-
cies and evolving in the
same industry adopted very
different strategies. Some
embraced globalization as a valid contribution to the
development of southern countries and claimed that work-
ers, trade unions, and firms had to adapt to it. In contrast,
others saw it as a corporate-led, neoliberal project that
undermined national sovereignty, fostered inequality, and,
therefore, ought to be resisted. Economic interests and
institutions do not tell the whole story in such cases.
Other factors must be at work. My field research in France
leads me to contend that organizational factors are a cru-
cial part of the story. The resources – material resources,

but also ideas, habits, linkages, etc. – that organizations
have and the ability of organizational leaders to creatively
recombine these resources to solve the problems and 
challenges that their organization encounters will 
determine whether and how a given organization will
oppose globalization.

To test further my argument, my next
research project looks at campaigns that have
directly targeted multinational corporations,
such as the antisweatshop campaigns of the late
1990s. Why did some organizations rather 
than others participate in such campaigns and

why did they target firms in 
a given industry rather 
than another? Put briefly,
why target Nike rather
than Dell? Labor and envi-
ronmental standards are 
regularly violated in both
the garment and the
consumer electronics
industries, so how 
can we explain such
variation? While 
economic interests
and institutions 
probably played a role

in the emergence and
form of these campaigns, I contend that

trade unions and social movement organizations targeting
firms in the garment industry had resources that other
organizations, such as trade unions in the consumer 
electronics industry, did not have.
If my research confirms my argument, it will mean that

campaigns for new forms of private regulation, like codes 
of conduct, will emerge not in sectors where they are most
needed but in ones where civil society organizations are
better endowed. 

MARCOS ANCELOVICI
is Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology.
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A few years ago, the New York Times claimed that globalization threatened “to divide
world opinion as nothing ha[d] since the collapse of Communism.” What determines which
side people choose in the globalization debate? Why do some organizations actively oppose
globalization while others with a similar profile embrace it or focus on other issues? 

WHY AND HOW DO SOME ORGAN I ZAT IONS
ACT I V E LY OP POSE G LOBA L I Z AT ION?
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VVoie d’accès privilégiée à la poétique du récit médié-
val, l’appréhension des différentes formes du surnaturel
permet de tracer une véritable typologie des genres : 
là où les plus anciens textes hagiographiques et épiques
regorgent de miracles divers, le lai et le roman se lais-
sent séduire par les merveilles païennes, qui infiltrent
aussi les chansons de geste plus tardives où on devine
une influence importante du genre romanesque. 
Il semble cependant que les médiévaux n’ont pas tou-
jours « cru à leurs merveilles » : dès la fin du XIIe siè-
cle, on voit apparaître plusieurs œuvres dans lesquelles
les motifs merveilleux font l’objet d’un traitement par-
odique. Le Roman de la Rose ou de Guillaume de Dole
de Jean Renart et Le Roman de la Violette de Gerbert de
Montreuil (XIIIe siècle) en fournissent de bons exem-
ples. Incapable d’imiter les (rares) sorcières de jadis 
qui arrivaient à traverser les murs, celle du Roman de la
Violette – que l’auteur qualifie de « vieille teigne ratat-
inée » (vielle pugnaise retraite) – sort sa vrille et, en
désespoir de cause, ménage une ouverture dans la cloi-
son pour épier sa maîtresse. De la même façon, l’auteur
de Guillaume de Dole emprunte au Roman de Thèbes
le motif de l’arme magique qui projette une clarté 
surnaturelle. Il laisse cependant entendre que l’éclat 
du heaume n’est imputable qu’aux bons soins du 
chambellan… qui s’affaire à l’astiquer à la serviette !
Pour contrecarrer les effets dysphoriques de motifs

merveilleux qui leur paraissaient surfaits et désuets, les
auteurs en ont donc proposé des réécritures ludiques,
seule voie de renouvellement pour ces merveilles déjà
vieilles. Or malgré l’abondance de récits dans lesquels

l’intention parodique 
est décelable, la critique
hésite encore à recon-
naître l’existence d’un
roman parodique au
Moyen Âge. Parler de
parodie à propos d’une
littérature sans cesse
« mouvante », qui priv-
ilégie l’imitation et où
les textes parodiés
reposent toujours déjà
sur d’incessants jeux de

réécriture n’est certes pas sans écueils. Par exemple, 
à reprendre telle quelle la définition fournie par Gérard
Genette (le texte parodique entendu au sens de « trans-
formation ludique d’un texte singulier »), le médiéviste
risque de se perdre dans la stricte quête des sources. 
Une réflexion systématique sur la parodie médiévale

en langue vulgaire est néanmoins possible. Elle suppose
simplement qu’on tienne compte de la spécificité 
du récit médiéval – qui se construit à partir de variations
nombreuses mais limitées d’un certain nombre de micro-
récits – et qu’on envisage les pratiques parodiques 
du Moyen Âge en termes de parodie des motifs. Une fois
qu’on aura reconnu que le roman médiéval (romance)
est animé d’une volonté de contestation qui l’apparente
aux romans plus tardifs qu’on a retenus comme signant
l’acte de naissance du genre (novel), peut-être
s’intégrera-t-il plus naturellement aux différentes réflex-
ions contemporaines sur le genre romanesque. Et si ces
récits en vers qui s’amusent à ruser avec la merveille
venaient nous rappeler que depuis ses enfances le roman
possède l’intéressante faculté de procéder, périodique-
ment, à son propre examen de conscience ?

I SABELLE  ARSENEAU
est professeur adjoint au Département 
de langue et littérature françaises

L E S ROMANC I E R S MÉD I É VAUX
ONT- I L S « C RU À L EU R S ME RV E I L L E S »  ?

Euriaut au bain, épiée. 
Manuscrit BnF fr 24378, folio 31
(mise en prose du Roman 
de la Violette de Gerbert de 
Montreuil, XVe siècle)



AAs an art historian of the Italian Renaissance and
Baroque periods, I specialize in the relationship
between art and science during the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. To date, much of my work has
focused on the invention and use of linear perspective
in the Renaissance. A geometric technique employed
to depict the illusion of space in Renaissance painting,
architecture and sculpture, linear perspective was
developed by mathematicians and painters from the
ancient optical theories of Euclid and from Western
and Arabic medieval sources. My particular interest,
however, has been in the ways that perspective 
was employed by Renaissance and early modern theo-
rists to produce radical, pictorial distortions. I have
concentrated specifically on a form of perspective
called anamorphosis, a type of trick distortion in which
the shape of an object or person can only be seen from
an oblique or hidden viewpoint. The most famous
example of anamorphosis can be seen in Hans
Holbein’s painting, The French Ambassadors of 1533.
In this work, two richly dressed men stand next to a
table laden with scientific instruments, lutes, and
globes. These indicators of worldly taste and wisdom

are offset by a strange, warped shape that hovers in
the painting’s front-most plane. This distorted 
shape comes into resolution only when the viewer
moves to the edge of the picture frame and looks
down the flat surface of the painting. At this 
point, the elongated image transforms into a skull –
a traditional symbol of earthly vanity or memento
mori (reminder of death). Holbein’s painting reveals 
how the distortions of anamorphosis often seem 
to work in opposition to the rationalizing force of 
perspective itself. 
I am also particularly interested in the tradition 

of anatomical illustration that emerged in Italy dur-
ing the Renaissance, specifically in how male and 
female bodies were represented in different ways in
the newly minted, visual language of anatomy in
Renaissance Europe in the period directly following
the publication of De humani corporis fabrica (1543),
Andreas Vesalius’s great challenge to the ancient 
wisdom of Greek sources like Galen. Vesalius 
not only dramatically transformed the approach 
to dissection and anatomy, but he also helped 
fundamentally re-think conventions of represen-
tation. The extensive illustrations in his atlas 
had long-reaching repercussions, particularly for 
the depiction of female anatomy. My current 
project, Woman Inside Out,
tracks the various techniques
and points of view enlisted 
to represent sexual difference 
in early, printed, anatomical
atlases of the human body
after Vesalius.

LYLE  MASSEY
is Assistant Professor in the
Department of Art History and
Communication Studies
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My particular interest [is] in the ways that perspective 
was employed by Renaissance and early modern theorists
to produce radical, pictorial distortions.

HOW WAS THE V I S I B L E WOR LD S E EN ,  S T RUCTU R ED
AND R E P R E S ENT ED IN THE RENA I S SANCE?

The French
Ambassadors of 1533

by Hans Holbein

Above right: 
Andreas Vesalius

(1514-1564)



12 A R T S  I N S I G H T S

Health disparities between differ-
ent socio-economic groups are
well documented in both

Canada and the United States.
Policymakers are focusing particular
attention on higher rates of illness and
mortality among racial/ethnic minorities
in the U.S. and among aboriginal popu-
lations and linguistic minorities in
Canada. For example, the U.S. Agency
for Healthcare Research and Quality
reports that the all-cancer mortality rate
among blacks is 24 percent higher
than among whites and Health
Canada cites that life
expectancy for Registered
Indian males is 10 percent
lower than the Canadian aver-
age.1 Like education, health is a fun-
damental contributor to equality of
opportunity in life. As such, 
large and persistent disparities 
in health between groups
are ethically proble-
matic, particularly 
in wealthy 
societies.
Beyond docu-

menting that dispari-
ties exist, understanding
why they exist is crucial to
designing and implementing
effective policy interventions. While
socio-economic factors, access to the
health care system, and discrimination
are all likely to play a role, their relative
importance matters. Are observed 
disparities primarily the result of disad-
vantaged groups having lower income
and educational attainment? Are they
driven by minorities’ worse access to the

health care system due to uninsurance,
longer waiting times or not having a 
regular healthcare provider? Or do they
arise because of differential treatment –
prejudice or statistical discrimination –
within the health care system? Policy
interventions to address health 

dis-
parities range

from education pro-
grams to redeploying resources

within the health care system to
increasing the number of health care
professionals who are members of 
disadvantaged groups. Knowing which
types of approaches are likely to be most
effective requires understanding the
underlying causes.
Because vulnerable populations tend 

to be geographically concentrated in
certain areas, addressing how socio-
economic and health system factors con-
tribute to disparities must take this into

account. My research focuses first on
separating the contribution of geo-
graphic characteristics to disparities in
health and health care from that of the
dynamics of the clinical encounter.
Geographic characteristics include fac-
tors such as regional clinical practice
patterns, the socio-economic composi-
tion of the area, and the levels of health
care resources. In terms of the clinical
encounter, I examine whether racial
matching between physicians and

patients improves process
measures in primary care

and whether it increases
patient satisfaction.

Furthermore, does it have an impact
on patients’ health? If so, what are the
processes by which these effects occur?

After understanding the separate
effects of geographic and clini-

cal factors, I investigate
how they interact 

to affect
health care

and health 
outcomes.
Ensuring that all

individuals have 
the opportunity to live

healthy lives brings us one
step closer to achieving equality of
opportunity. By understanding the root
causes of existing disparities in health
and health care, policymakers will 
be better able to design effective policy
interventions to reach these goals.

ER IN STRUMPF 
is Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Economics

WHAT ’ S B EH IND D I S PA R I T I E S IN HEA LTH :
SOC IO - ECONOM IC FACTORS ,

ACCESS TO THE HEA LTH CAR E SY S T EM,
OR D I SC R IM INAT ION?

1 National Healthcare Disparities Report, 2006. Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, Rockville, MD.
http://www.ahrq.gov/qual/nhdr06/nhdr06.htm and A Statistical Profile on the Health of First Nations in Canada for the Year 2000. 
Health Canada, Ottawa, ON. http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fnih-spni/pubs/gen/stats_profil_e.html
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In the turbulent century leading up to the Dissolution of the Monasteries, 
England’s common law aspired to becoming more than just a way of doing things. 

Clockwise from top: Thomas More, text by John Fortescue,
Sebastian Sobecki  and John Fortescue.

Under the banner of the Reformation the arrival of early modernity fundamentally altered
English life, but those Tudor governments that had created the conditions that would
make this set of transformations possible were also trying to amass and centralise 

power, with the effect of silencing dissenting voices. Very soon the existing diversity of opinions,
so characteristic of late medieval public life, began to look out-of-place in a society shaped by the
Tudor project of concentrating all political and cultural authority in the monarchy. Yet despite
these centralising tendencies the common law emerged as a third force, at least until Henry VIII
combined Church and State in his person. 
As England was undergoing a series of fundamental changes, from

the fiasco of the Hundred Years War over the Wars of the Roses to
the Break with Rome, ideas of Englishness came to mimic these
developments. Within a span of 80 years England had ceased to be a
Catholic country stretching from the British Isles to the Continent.
Little remained untouched during this period, and the constant
questioning of political authority and national identity left a void
that literature and law attempted to fill. The common law, which
had successfully resisted attempts to change it, must have appeared
a particularly attractive refuge to writers and
thinkers alike. 
My research is concerned with the cultural func-

tion of the common law and its relationship with
literature (in the broadest sense) during the social
changes of the fifteenth and early sixteenth centu-
ry. Later medieval legal theorists and poets
attempted to carve out a role for the common law
and law-based social theory that at times appeared
to defy the political ambitions of the early Tudor
governments. Poets who had been trained in the
law and whose work was deeply indebted to the
law drew on legal forms for their inspiration. At
the same time, jurisprudents like John Fortescue
wrote in the vernacular to reach a wider audience.
And when Thomas More became the first lawyer
(and layman) to hold the office of Chancellor, it even seemed
as if the monarchy had acknowledged the weight of the law.
The so-called “Renaissance” arrived late – if ever – in

England, and the precise extent of its impact on insular culture
remains a matter of lively debate. This project will attempt to
understand the literary role of the common law during the
transition from medieval to early modern. More significantly,
the law’s cultural ambitions may call into question both the
chronology of early modern England as well as the linearity
that is so often associated with the Renaissance. 

SEBAST IAN SOBECKI  
is Assistant Professor in the Department of English.

COULD THE COMMON LAW CHA L L ENGE
CHURCH AND S TAT E IN P R EMODE RN ENGLAND?



In an average year in the 1990s in Canada, for
instance, around 10% of firms either entered or
exited the market. New entrants faced a difficult

struggle, with only 60% of them surviving for more
than two years. Similarly, around 10% of jobs are
destroyed every year, and a similar amount of different
jobs are created. Firms are tremendously heteroge-
neous, even within sectors and regions; and plants of
vastly differing productivity coexist. How does all of
this affect welfare? 
Judging from public opinion and the media, the

answer seems to be “negatively,” as they often focus 
on the perceived downsides of the process, such as
plant closures. The upside of plant creation and
growth is more rarely remarked. Yet, clearly the two
sides go together, and firm-level evidence indeed
shows that these dynamic processes make an impor-
tant contribution to growth of the aggregate economy.
In the U.S. manufacturing sector for instance, around
a quarter of productivity growth in the 1980s has 
been attributed to the entry and exit of plants. In serv-
ices, almost all of productivity growth came from this. 
In my research, while relying on such microeco-

nomic evidence, I aim to understand how firm dynam-
ics affect outcomes at the level of the aggregate
economy. This requires taking into account how
dynamic processes
at the firm level
interact to shape

macro

outcomes, and it helps answering questions such as:
How does the regulation of labor affect productivi-
ty growth? How does the situation in the labor market
affect people’s choices to become entrepreneurs or
employees, and what does this imply for the economy
as a whole? 
A very important channel here is the process of

selection. The idea of firm selection refers to the fact
that firms’ productivity follows very volatile paths,
suggesting substantial experimentation. On average,
this process of selection results in survival of the more
successful firms, bringing about aggregate gains. 
Thus, it can provide an explanation for the contribu-
tion of entering and exiting firms to aggregate pro-
ductivity growth. 
This also implies that factors that affect firms’ 

decisions have repercussions on entry, exit, selection,
and growth. Modeling the process of selection and
matching it to data allows for instance to infer 
the impact of employment protection legislation on 
selection-driven productivity growth. The result is
nuanced, and depends on how legislation affects selec-
tion: if it clogs the selection process (such as when exit
of low-productivity firms is discouraged because they
would have to pay large firing costs), it reduces
growth, while it can promote growth if it encourages
turnover. This distinction should hence be taken 
into account when designing or evaluating such legis-
lation. I also find that these growth rate effects, while
small for the total economy, are much larger in sectors
that due to their technology exhibit more volatility,
such as the service sector. This means that differences
in regulation can explain some of the differences in
the evolution of the sectoral structure across countries. 

MARKUS POSCHKE 

F I RM HE T E ROGENE I T Y AND
MACROECONOM IC P E R FORMANCE

A crucial and controversial feature of modern market economies is their dynamism, one
manifestation of which is their substantial degree of turnover of firms, jobs, and workers. 



Ibecame interested in the positive and negative
impact of services systems when I was a 
practicing social worker employed by a com-

munity agency that supported older adults with
chronic health care needs and their family mem-
bers. Wondering how an increasingly complex and

resource limited service system of community
services was impacting older adults and their
family partners in care, I focused my doctoral
work on the stress reducing and stress produc-
ing aspects of the long-term community 
care system from the perspective of spous-
es caring for their partners with dementia.
This quantitative study of 85 spouses 

suggests that community services can both
help and hinder spouses’ mental health.
Specifically, when spousal caregivers receive home
visits from community support workers who are not
informed about the likes, dislikes and daily routines
of their partners with dementia, these caregivers
can experience more service related stress. Further,
when spousal caregivers receive ongoing profes-
sional support from an allied health professional
they can feel less isolated in the process of care and
more “helped’ by the service system. Finally, when
spousal caregivers enroll their partners in adult-day
away programs they can experience less caregiver

burden. Seemingly this impact
on caregiver mental health 
is attributed to the social and
recreational focus of adult-
day away programs. Not just
time away for caregivers these
programs offer social stimula-
tion for older adults with
dementia enabling caregivers 
to enjoy “guilt free” time away
from their responsibilities. 
My doctoral findings chal-

lenge some directions in 
current health policy and prac-
tice. For example, many
provincial governments are no
longer funding indirect services
such as worker to worker con-
sultations, thereby creating 
barriers to information transfer
between workers and potential-
ly hindering the positive
impact of in home services on

caregiver well-being.
Further, many programs
offering community 
services are being funded
for short-term, goal 
oriented caregiver sup-
port, suggesting that 
caregivers’ need for on-
going support may be
increasingly unmet.
I now wonder how 

service related factors and
systems impact family
members (and other care
partners) who have entered a less studied and
increasingly more common stage of the caregiving
career – the move to a long-term care home. 
I hope to answer this question by examining the
experiences of and issues faced in transitioning
from community care to a long-term care home
from the perspectives of all stakeholders involved
in the process (i.e., older adults, family partners 
in care and formal care partners). Understanding
the perspectives of older adults, in addition 
to that of family members, ensures that these 
important stakeholders, often absent from 
research investigations, are able to contribute to
practice and policy recommendations, and also
ensures that their needs are better met. Including
the perspectives of formal care partners ensures
that the practice recommendations put forth
accounts for the important administrative 
and policy contexts within which professionals
must operate. Further, including formal care 
partners facilitates collaboration and encourages
the dissemination of research results to organiza-
tions that service clients and to government 
bodies that legislate service. 
Ultimately I recognize that fostering

an important link between research, 
theory and practice can serve to
improve families’ and older adults’
experiences with the continuum of
long-term services in Canada. My aim 
is to contribute to a system of service
delivery that better supports older adults
and their family members. 

TAMARA SUSSMAN
is Assistant Professor in the School of Social Work.

... many programs
offering community

services are being
funded for 

short-term, goal
oriented caregiver

support, suggesting
that caregivers’

need for ongoing
support may be

increasingly unmet.

DO SOC IA L S E R V IC E S HE L P OR H INDE R THE WE L L - B E ING
OF O LD E R ADU LT S AND THE I R FAM I LY MEMBE R S?
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CONSUMING REVOLUT ION: 
FROM SOCIAL IST  IMAGE TO RED
BRAND –  MARKET ING CHINA’S
REVOLUT IONARY PAST
Peter Button

This project will focus on current entre-
preneurial efforts to transform the most
famous artistic images from China’s 
vast store of socialist realist culture from
the 1950s and 1960s into highly lucrative
“integrated brands”. It will investigate
three specific areas in which the market-
ing of revolutionary culture has achieved
unprecedented success: the “Hongyan
product line”, the largest “red brand” 
in China; the key sites in the Chinese
government’s current 2005-2010 Five
Year Plan to promote “red tourism”
through the use of imagery from post-
liberation socialist realist novels and
films; and the broader commercial appro-
priation and circulation by diverse media
of artistic images created nearly 50 years
ago by writers, filmmakers and artists,
espousing Chinese social realist theory,
that resulted in the “red classics”, 
State-sanctioned works produced in the
first 15 years of the People’s Republic. 

STABI L IZ ING CL IMATE:  
THE NEED FOR AN ENERGY
TECHNOLOGY RACE
Chris Green

With the now universal acceptance that
the emission of greenhouse gases will
change the world’s climate comes 
the recognition that we currently do 
not have the means to stabilize climate.
Climate change is a difficult-to-solve
energy technology problem. This project
addresses the reality that a great deal 
of extended research and development is
needed to develop the requisite carbon
emission-free energy technologies 
necessary to stabilize climate. It investi-
gates what it will take to generate an
incentive-compatible energy technology
race that will avoid “picking winners”,
“locking-in” inferior technologies, and
undue “rent-seeking”. 

PARENTING CHILDREN WITH
CHRONIC HEALTH CONDIT IONS
AND DISAB I L I T IES
Lucyna Lach

Mothers and fathers are instrumental in
facilitating the growth and happiness 
of children and adolescents with chronic
health conditions and disabilities
(CHCD). In practice, there is an implicit
understanding that the type and quality
of parenting provided plays a significant
role in the emotional, behavioural, 
social and quality of life outcomes of this
vulnerable population. Yet, surprisingly

little is known about the processes
involved in parenting children and ado-
lescents with CHCD: Does it differ from
parenting in general? What difference
does it make to child health outcomes?
Are there ways of understanding parent-
ing in this population that are unique
and that differ from parenting in general?
These are some of the questions that 
will be addressed as this project explores
the parenting of a child with CHCD and
the child’s health outcomes. 

HIZBULLAH (PARTY OF GOD) ,  
THE LEBANESE STATE AND 
CIV I L  SOCIETY
Malek Abisaab

This research proj-
ect investigates a
particular dimen-
sion of civil society
– how Hizbullah
employed two central
Islamic Shi’ite
notions of struggle
(jihad) and sacrifice
(tadhiya) as norma-
tive procedures in
their organizations’ evaluation and 
advocacy. The analytical framework of
the public sphere, power and the state
will be based on that developed by 
Jurgen Habermas. This study will refor-
mulate discussions about civil society to
shed light on features of faith-based
rather than secular concepts of public
morality, and non-governmental socio-
legal regulations in connection with
Hizbullah that are not examined by
Habermas, and will expand our knowl-
edge of Hizbullah as an organizer of 
civil society and public space. 

CHANGING THE PAST:  THE
AUGUSTAN INHER ITANCE
Maggie Kilgour

The goal of this project is to develop a
method for tracing the creative and
dynamic chain of revision of classical 

P RO J EC T S SU P PORT ED BY ART S INS IGHTS

“The Chinese People Cannot 
Easily Be Humiliated” unknown artist
1966-67, Beijing
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literature in 16th-17th century England.
There are three parts to this research 
program. The first will study Milton’s
adaptation of Ovid – the great poet 
of change who is central to Renaissance
thinking about change of all kinds –
including his awareness of the seminal 
role Ovid played in the development 
of English literature, beginning with
Chaucer and climaxing with the
Elizabethans. The second will consider
questions of intertextual relations more
broadly, tracing the power and perils 
of classical inheritance through versions
of stories concerning Apollo. The third
focus is on examples of literary trans-
mission from the late Greeks through 
the Augustans, and Lucan, and then 
down through Renaissance and
Romantic writers. 

DIGITAL  COSTUME DES IGN
RENDER INGS:  FAD OR FABULOUS?
Catherine Bradley

The goal of this project is to determine
whether digitally created costume design
renderings are an improvement upon 
traditional hand drawn sketches, or just 
a fad that caters to our fascination with
new gadgets. Traditionally, the hand
drawn costume design sketch has been 

a central element in any costume design.
The problem with creating hand illus-
trated costume renderings, however, 
is that they are extremely time consum-
ing and cannot be changed without
redrawing and colouring each image by
hand. This project is designed to over-
come the drawbacks of the traditional
hand drawn design sketches by adapting
new technology so that it can be used 
by novices without formal digital imag-
ing training, creating a new approach 
to costume design. 

PERUVIAN SUBS ISTENCE FARMERS
AND NEW TECHNOLOGY
ADOPT ION
Sonia Laszlo

Using Peruvian subsistence farmers as a
case study, this project aims to under-
stand better why technology adoption 
is so low in rural areas in developing
countries. While in developed
economies with properly functioning
credit and insurance markets, farmers
would be able to mitigate against 
the risks involved in adopting new tech-
nologies, in many developing economies
such as that of rural Peru, credit and
insurance markets are thin if non-
existent. Initial research using small sam-

ples has revealed that these
farmers tend to be risk averse
and therefore tend to rely 
on traditional crops and crop
varieties, which in turn per-
petuates the cycle of poverty.
The support from Arts
Insights will allow for the
expansion of the scope of this
project and the testing of 
preliminary findings. 

EXOTIC ISM REV IS ITED:
NEGOTIAT IONS OF CULTURAL
IDENT ITY IN CONTEMPORARY
LAT IN AMERICA
Amanda Holmes

In this globalized era, the notion of an
“exotic” place is called into question,
especially by local inhabitants who 
hope to participate in an international
concept of modernity. Whether culture 
produced by residents of an “exotic”
place can be taken seriously had been
informed, in part, by Latin American
authors from the 1960s to today, 
beginning with the Boom authors of 
the 60s who experimented with 
“magical realism” or the “marvelous
real”. This project analyzes the responses
of three post-Boom literary and artistic
groups to the exoticized image of Latin
America: the Argentine writers of 
the “Shanghai” group (1980s and 1990s);
the group of Latin American writers 
who in 1996 published McOndo; and
contemporary “new exoticist” filmmakers
whose work interprets the violent urban
settings of Latin America as new 
disturbing exotic environments for an
international audience. 

P RO J EC T S SU P PORT ED BY ART S INS IGHTS

Example of digital costume design for Taming of the Shrew, presented in
Moyse Hall from November 21 to December 1, 2007. The actor shown here
is Rupert Common in the role of Christopher Sly.
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THE AESTHET IC IZAT ION 
OF WRIT ING:  EARLY MEDIEVAL
CHINESE CALL IGRAPHY
Hajime Nakatani

The broad aim of the proposed research
is to advance a revisionist account of the
early medieval formation of Chinese 
calligraphy that is attentive to the social-
ly and historically specific significance of
the aestheticization of writing. In place
of the traditional accounts of the rise of
calligraphy that tend to privilege individ-

ual artists and their personal styles,
this study will explore the

ways in which early 
calligraphy and its styl-
ization of writing was
implicated in a larg-
er epochal project
of the social-cum-
aesthetic encoding

and regulation 
of text-production.
The historically
specific concep-
tion of calligraphic

“style” and the porous
boundaries between 
calligraphy as art and

functional writing will be addressed and
the aesthetic encoding of informal social
communication that calligraphy attests
to will be compared to similar trends 
in early medieval literature. 

UNACCOMPANIED AND
SEPARATED CHILDREN IN CANADA:
EXPER IENCES OF INTEGRAT ION
AND RESETTLEMENT
Myriam Denov

The journey to an industrialized country
of unaccompanied refugee children 
may be fraught with difficulties and chal-
lenges. Without a parental buffer, they
are at higher risk and may be subjected to
abuse such as trafficking in persons; 
they may lack physical and emotional
support; they are less able to advocate 
for themselves. They are therefore

extremely vulnerable. In comparison to
Europe, very little work has been done
on unaccompanied and/or separated 
child asylum seekers in Canada where
they remain invisible and voiceless. 
This study will explore the realities and
resettlement experiences of these chil-
dren in Canada. 

FORMS OF L INGUIST IC 
CONTEXT SENSIT IV ITY
Brendan S. Gillon

This project is part of a larger endeavour
entitled “Varieties of Context
Sensitivity”, which brings together a
team of philosophers and linguists to
address two questions within the broad
domain of the relation between language
and context: How does context modulate
the content of speech? What conse-
quences do answers to this question have
for views about the relationship between
thought and speech? This particular proj-
ect will investigate the ways in which
specific kinds of words function as part of
their lexical information sensitivity
either to the grammatical units of their
surrounds expressions or to the situation
in which they are uttered. 

PREFERENT IAL  TRADE AGREEMENTS
ACROSS THE NORTH-SOUTH
DIV IDE:  THE SERV ICES D IMENSION
Mark Manger

In recent years, preferential trade agree-
ments (PTAs) have proliferated at a 
stunning pace with the majority North-
South PTAs between developed and
developing countries. This project
explores one of the least-
studied aspects of these
agreements: the liberaliza-
tion of services trade 
and investment. Among
such PTAs, we see wide
variation in degrees of 
liberalization, both across
countries and industries.
This raises the following

questions: When do PTAs result in 
genuine liberalization? Do multinational
firms from developed countries lobby to
structure trade agreements in their
favour? Or do developing countries fail 
to regulate in the public interest?
Theoretically, this project breaks new
ground as the first comparative study of
services liberalization in PTAs in
International Political Economy. It also
aims at policy-relevant findings, in 
particular for capacity-building initia-
tives to train developing country 
regulators and negotiators. 

RECONCIL ING FREEDOM 
AND EQUAL ITY:  AN
ETHNOGRAPHIC APPROACH
Philip Carl Salzman

How are freedom and equality reconciled
in practice? In what ways and to what
extent can these two values be realized
together? These are the two questions
that underlie this research project which
will focus on the communities of high-
land Sardinia. A realistic assessment of
the ways in which freedom and equality
are reconciled, based on a distinterested
review of ethnographic and historical
evidence, can contribute to a reasoned
and constructive discussion of alternative
options and policies. This project will
provide a major case study for a projected
book which will also include previous
studies on other peasant, socialist, mer-
cantile and capitalist societies, including
liberal democracies.

The north: developed nations plus G8 plus
Eastern Europe
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BEYOND WILDERNESS 
THE GROUP OF SEVEN,  CANADIAN
IDENTITY,  AND CONTEMPORARY ART
John O’Brian and Peter White

The great purpose of landscape art is to make
us at home in our own country” was the
nationalist maxim motivating the Group of

Seven’s artistic project. The empty landscape
paintings of the Group played a significant role 
in the nationalization of nature in Canada, particu-
larly in the development of ideas about northern-
ness, wilderness, and identity. In this book, John
O’Brian and Peter White pick up where the Group
of Seven left off. They demonstrate that since 
the 1960s a growing body of both art and critical
writing has looked “beyond wilderness” to re-
imagine landscape in a world of vastly altered 
political, technological, and environmental 
circumstances. By emphasizing social relationships,
changing identity politics, and issues of colonial
power and dispossession contemporary artists have
produced landscape art that explores what was
absent in the work of their predecessors.
Beyond Wilderness expands the public under-

standing of Canadian landscape representation,
tracing debates about the place of landscape 
in Canadian art and the national imagination
through the twentieth century to the present.
Critical writings from both contemporary 
and historically significant curators, historians,
feminists, media theorists, and cultural critics and
exactingly reproduced artworks by contemporary
and historical artists are brought together in 
productive dialogue. Beyond Wilderness explains
why landscape art in Canada had to be reinvented,
and what forms the reinvention took. 
Contributors include Benedict Anderson

(Cornell), Grant Arnold (Vancouver Art Gallery).
Rebecca Belmore, Jody Berland (York), Eleanor
Bond (Concordia), Jonathan Bordo (Trent),
Douglas Cole, Marlene Creates, Marcia Crosby
(Malaspina), Greg Curnoe, Ann Davis (Nickle
Arts Museum), Leslie Dawn (Lethbridge), Shawna
Dempsey, Christos Dikeakos, Peter Doig, Rosemary
Donegan (OCAD), Stan Douglas, Paterson Ewen,
Robert Fones, Northrop Frye, Robert Fulford,
General Idea, Rodney Graham, Reesa Greenberg,
Gu Xiong (British Columbia), Cole Harris (British
Columbia), Richard William Hill (Middlesex),

Robert Houle, Andrew Hunter (Waterloo), Lynda
Jessup (Queen’s), Zacharias Kunuk (Igloolik Isuma
Productions), Johanne Lamoureux (Montréal),
Robert Linsley (Waterloo), Barry Lord (Lord
Cultural Resources), Marshall McLuhan, Mike
MacDonald, Liz Magor (ECIAD), Lorri Millan,
Gerta Moray (Guelph), Roald Nasgaard (Florida
State), N.E. Thing Company, Carol Payne
(Carleton), Edward Poitras, Dennis Reid (Art
Gallery of Ontario), Michel Saulnier, Nancy Shaw
(Simon Fraser), Johanne Sloan (Concordia),
Michael Snow, Robert Stacey, David Thauberger,
Loretta Todd, Esther Trépanier (Québec), Dot Tuer
(OCAD), Christopher Varley, Jeff Wall, Paul H.
Walton (McMaster), Mel Watkins (Toronto),
Scott Watson (British Columbia), Anne Whitelaw
(Alberta), Joyce Wieland, Jin-me Yoon (Simon
Fraser), Lawrence Paul Yuxweluptun, and Joyce
Zemans (York). 

John O’Brian teaches art history at the University 
of British Columbia. His books include Ruthless Hedonism:
The American Reception of Matisse, Clement Greenberg:
The Collected Essays and Criticism, and David Milne and
the Modern Tradition of Painting. 

Peter White is an independent curator and writer in
Montreal who has organized many exhibitions of contem-
porary and historical art, including It Pays to Play: 
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Arts Insights, a new series from
McGill-Queens University Press,
showcases current research 
in the social sciences, 
humanities, and social work.

Arts Insights, an initiative of
McGill’s Faculty of Arts, brings
together research in the Social
Sciences, Humanities, and 
Social Work. Reflective of the
range of expertise and interests 
represented by the Faculty 
of Arts at McGill, Arts Insights
seeks manuscripts that bring an
interdisciplinary perspective 
to the discussion of ideas, issues,
and debates that deepen 
and expand our understanding 
of human interaction, such 
as works dealing with society 
and change, or languages, litera-
tures, and cultures and the rela-
tionships among them. Of
particular interest are manuscripts
that reflect the work of research
collaborations involving 
McGill faculty and their col-
leagues in universities that are
part of McGill’s international
affiliation network.

Arts Insights will publish two 
titles a year in English. 
The editors prefer original 
manuscripts but may consider 
the English language translations
of works that have already
appeared in another language.


