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Editor’s Message 
Erin Schwabe-Fry 

 

With Valentine’s Day behind us and the occasional sunny day tantalizing 

us with thoughts of spring, our mid-winter Radix issue is full of bright 

submissions. Our theme – What’s love got to do with it?  -  explores how 

love finds it way into our spiritual, philosophical, and interpersonal lives. 

 

First, we have Zayaan’s interview with Presbyterian  

chaplain Jill Foster about an upcoming interfaith dialogue series between 

McGill’s Muslim and Christian communities. Zayaan’s interview with Jill 

glows with hope for enduring friendship and solidarity between the  

diverse spiritual and cultural groups at McGill and beyond. 

 

Serena Yung’s poem follows as a riveting, honest, and soulful lyric about 

following your heart -- which, in this case, led her to choose her aca-

demic major and true love, Art. 

 

Next, we have Christopher Dragan’s inventive play that puts a modern 

twist on the old tale that asks: how will you treat the stranger at your 

doorstep? 

 

Lastly, my article explores the new Center for Compassion and Altruism 

Research and Education at Stanford University, founded under the aus-

pices of the Dalai Lama and his long-time English interpreter, Thupten 

Jinpa, an adjunct professor at McGill. 

 

So, what’s love got to do it? In what ways does love influence our spiri-

tual, philosophical, and interpersonal lives? Surely, love is all around, 

constantly shifting form, like the cloud on the cover of our magazine.  

 

Take a look, and spread the love! 

RADIX ONLINE 

Check it out on our uber−
cool blog:  

mcgillradix.blogspot.com 

  

This issue is printed on 100%  
recycled paper. To help us save  
paper and print less, pass this 
along to a friend! 

Cover Design by: Zayaan Schuck 
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Receive chaplaincy updates 
 
 
Search Facebook page “Radix: A Publication of the McGill Chaplaincy” 

Search Facebook page  
 
  “Radix: A Publication of the    
           McGill Chaplaincy” 
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  In the midst of a noon-hour blizzard not un-
known to Montreal in early February, I had a 
chance to sit down and talk with Jill Foster, 
McGill’s Presbyterian Chaplain, and discuss an 
upcoming project of hers that I believed to be 
overwhelmingly relevant to the Radix interfaith 
mission. The project – an interfaith dialogue cen-
tered on McGill’s Christian and Muslim commu-
nity – was conceived after attending a QPIRG 
conference at the beginning of this month enti-
tled “Who’s Security? Our Security: Countering 
the National Security Agenda.”  
 
  Emerging from the conference, itself focusing 
on the increasing securitization of Canada in re-
sponse to a “Muslim threat,” Jill vowed to apply 
what she had learnt about the increasing dis-
trust of Islam in the West to a practical effort in 
McGill’s Christian community oriented at sup-
porting their brothers and sisters. This is where 
her project begins. Jill, citing both the influence 
of the conference and that of her anarchist sister 
– herself who is involved in a number of grass-
roots solidarity movements, is organizing McGill’s 
first Christian-Muslim dialogue of solidarity, an 
conversation that will be strengthened by the 
sharing of like-minded theological viewpoints. 
 
  With the working title “Muslim-Christian Con-
versations,” this dialogue, tentatively set for the 
10th, 17th and 24th of March and taking the form 
of a dinner and conversation between Muslim 
and Christian McGill students will be complete 
with the sharing of both Islamic and Christian 
scripture aimed at further endearing each com-
munity to each other and will initiate what Fos-
ter hopes will be a chain of interfaith solidarity 
dialogues on campus. 

  Prompted both by the content of 
QPIRG’s conference and by the recent 
protests and unrest in the Middle East, 
Foster believes the time to act in solidar-
ity is, more than ever before, now. 
 
  But what is the tangible goal of such 
an event? Well, in her own way, Jill is 
aiming to expand what she believes to 
be the oft-too-narrowed and personal-
ized view of love espoused by Christians 
in North America, a view that she be-
lieves needs to be extended to other 
faith-based communities in times of vic-
timization, in this case the Muslim com-

:Living in Peace   
A Muslim - Christian Dialogue 

An Interview with 
Chaplain JILL FOSTER 
by ZAYAAN SCHUCK 
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-munity. Jesus, Jill says, teaches of the need 
to cross religious, ethnic and cultural lines 
and interface, love and respect every human 
as if they were one’s neighbours. Indeed, 
the famous Christian paradigm of “Loving 
thy neighbour as thyself” is exceedingly ap-
plicable in a university environment, Jill goes 
on to stress, since it is in this time of our lives 
that one’s field of view vis-à-vis love and 
compassion can become restricted to one-
self as a kind of survival mechanism. 
 
Aiming to enlarge love’s field of view in this 
context and to extend a hand in solidarity 
with what she believes to be an increasingly 
targeted population “not unlike communists 
in America’s McCarthy era or Japanese-
Canadians during the Second World War”, 
Jill believes that through remembering Je-
sus’ teachings and emphasis on action 
McGill’s Christian community can actively 
support what she believes to be an increas-
ingly marginalized Islamic community in 
Canada. When I asked Jill what the long 
term aims of such a dialogue (besides initiat-
ing a chain of other dialogues) would be, 
she responded that at the moment baby 
steps are in order, proposing that as a start 
Christians could begin work in solidarity with 
the McGill Muslim Student Association’s 
quest for a larger and more permanent 
prayer space. 

Although in the early stages of preparations, the 
event will, by virtue of its blend of socio-political 
concerns with interfaith solidarity, combine what 
I believe to be two of the most fundamental and 
salient aspects of our society. When religion and 
politics come together, humanity has seen the 
gravest of atrocities but it has also witnessed the 
most flourishing and enduring of friendships 
and solidarities. Referencing the bold display of 
solidarity shown by Egyptian Muslims who ear-
lier in January formed a human chain intended 
to shield Copts celebrating Christmas day from 
Islamist intimidation and violence, Foster believes 
that such actions of solidarity are not the excep-
tion to the rule, but rather are the rule. 
 
Looking to the future, Jill envisions a campus 
where such an enduring friendship exists be-
tween Christians and Muslims, although one 
would be hard-pressed to find noticeable enmi-
ties between the two groups, and furthermore 
hopes that through faith-based action and soli-
darity, McGill’s Christian corpus can reinvigorate 
the oft-forgotten obligation of love. 
 
 

 
Should you want to get involved with 

future Islamic-Christian interfaith events, 
or should you simply wish to receive 

more information of such initiatives on 
campus, you may reach Jill through the 
McGill Chaplaincy or by emailing her at 

jillf@magma.ca. 

           

              “When religion and poli-
tics come together, humanity has 
seen the gravest of atrocities but it 
has also witnessed the most flour-
ishing and enduring of friendships 
and solidarities.” 

Zayaan is a U3 Middle East Studies / Political Sci-
ence student and Radix co-editor 
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A Poem by Serena Yung:  
Introduction from the Author 

 
 
This Christmas, just for fun, I wrote a short story about the Art deity 

and Science deity vying for my affections, since I’m both an art and sci-
ence major.  But after writing it, I fell in love with my own character—I 
fell in love with Art!  This sounds like utter madness, but he isn’t merely a 
story character, he literally is “art”, as in art the subject—honestly the 
deepest, most important thing in my life; he was the earliest thing that I 
was drawn to, and it was so natural, so inexplicable an attraction.   

 
I kept ruminating over all the wonderful experiences I had with Art 

then, drawing, creative writing, literary classics, all those meaningful phi-
losophies I gathered over the years from stories and poetic essays …I 
eventually figured that Art is actually the only one I’d ever want, my only 
possible perfect match, no matter how crazy this seems.  I also hit a realization: what’s wrong with marrying your 
story character?  What’s wrong with marrying the central passion of your life?  If you are that compatible, such an 
exact, satisfying fit, then why on earth should any social norms stop you from being with who you truly want?  
Why should we marry someone else just because they’re in our ‘accepted’ social circle? 

 
 

Knock Down the Fences of  those Social  
Norms: 

Marry the One You Truly Want, Whoever  They May Be 

Really dear,  
You’re the only possible husband 

Who I can love with the whole of my heart. 
 
        Any other “he” 
Would inevitably be forced to share 
My love with you. 
 
  So you see, 
I was going to marry you one way or the other 
  —publically or illicitly anyway. 
 
Don’t you thus think that it’s so good of me 
To marry you honestly under the light and approval of 
God, 
Than to sneakily run from my man from time to time 
Just to elope with you 
    and writhe in illicit pleasures? 
   
 

     Oh you determined lover, 
Thank goodness I responded to your loud beckoning cry 
From my short story. 
You were going to keep pursuing me, wooing me, 
        squeezing at my heart  
          and bosom 
and spraying me with cold swathes 
        of beauty, creation 
          —and my own 
      throbbing inspirations, 
Weren’t you? 
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What stupidity is this? 
What blind wire fences 
    To cut off a certain claw‐full 
    of individuals 
  From ever finding their one true love? 
  Their one and only perfect partner 
      That matches them as naturally 
      And easily 
      As a dose of soft light air? 
 
  So you see, 
It was my heart that was true all this time, 
It never lies. 
The heart doesn’t discriminate. 
 
That deep throbbing wisdom 
Sees past all races, species, dimensions 
—those are but liquid 
To the all‐penetrating force 
    Of true, elemental love. 
Therefore, 
  Thank my heart, dear partner, 
For calling me to you, 
Prompting me,  
Haunting me, 
Depriving me of sleep 
—and summoning me to hearken with all seriousness of 
mind, 
To open both my eyes, my real eyes 
And awaken to the deep grand Truth 
          that is You! 
 
  I’m so glad we’re together now. 
   

  My Art smiles too in joy 
        and pulls me into his breast 
Reaffirming his elemental claim on me 
—his prize and ultimate affection. 

 If I hadn’t listened to my heart, 
Devoted my entire life to you, 
    —and married you at long last, 
Then I’d be condemned 
To live a life of miserable polygamy, 
  —to be deemed an adulteress forever! 
 
 Therefore thank goodness I made the right choice, 
Saved us both from a lifetime of unhappiness and crime. 
—I’ve always belonged to you after all, 
Destined to be your eternal mate, 
      Whether I like it or not. 
And thus my heart knew it all along… 
It was only through its wrenching pain, 
        its intensity, 
          screaming, 
  And curdling fire 
  That I had never experienced before, 
Which finally made me realize I was in love with you. 
    Truly in love, 
And in love with you only, you of all things, 
      and not any mortal males. 
 
This constant strength of feeling from my blessèd heart 
Was really the one crucial sting 
  That drove me onwards through the thorny tests of faith 
Despite all societal protests, a close friend, 
And all the barrages of self‐torturing doubt. 
And I’ve finally found you 
Right here, right now in our eternal triumph 
          and victory. 
 
We’ve defeated at last 
The thoughtless shackles 
Of certain  
Ignorant and close‐minded people and social systems 
That decree for no real reason 
That we must marry within our species! 
        within our dimensions! 

Serena is a U2 Double Major in Biochemistry and English Literature  



“Behold, I stand at the door and knock!” 

A Scene by Christopher Dragan 
 
 

First Tableau 
 
Inside a basement apartment, Thomas and  
Didymus are playing  cards and  are  seated  to  the 
left and to the right, respectively, of a  living room 
table. There is the front door and bright light pour‐
ing in from a small rectangular window backstage. 
A knock is heard at the door. 
 
*Di.  Are we expecting anyone? 
*Th.  Not that I know. Did you invite someone? 
Di.  No. The  same knock  is heard. That’s odd, 
go see who it is. 
Th.  Why me? 
Di.  Because I did it last time. It’s always some 

crazy   person   trying   to   make   you   buy 
something  or  to  talk  to  you  for  hours 
about something stupid and  inconsequen‐
tial to our lives. 

Th.  How do you know that?  
He rises, walks to the window and looks outside.  
                 Huh, you were right. Looks like he wants 
to  
                 sell us something.  
Talking to the man outside.  
                No thank you, we’re busy. Goodbye.  
Silence. Thomas walks back to his seat at the table. 
Di.  Well, that settles that. 
Th.  Hm. Was it your turn or my turn? 
Di.  My turn. He plays a card from his hand. 
Th.  Hm. 

 
Second Tableau 
 
Same as before. The light from outside is darkened, 
suggesting  late  afternoon.  Thomas  and  Didymus 
are at the height of their game. 
 
Th.   That was a very fine card you played just now, I could’ve won the game if you hadn’t done that. 
Di.  Is that so?  I wasn’t planning anything by playing  it.  I didn’t have anything else to play.  I guess  it worked out 

quite well for me didn’t it? 
Th.  Hm.  
              The knock from before is heard.  
                Someone’s at the door. 
Di.  That’s odd, that’s the second time today. Thomas, could you go see who it is? 
Th.  I went last time. Why won’t you go? 
Di.  Just do me the favour once more. The knock. Please. 
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Th.  Alright, you owe me one this time.  
               He stands up and walks to the window as previously.  
               It’s the same man from before!  I guess he’s done the tour of the neighbourhood. 

It’s strange that he came back just for us, don’t you think? 
Di.  You know what I think about solicitors. 
Th.  Right.  
               He sits down at the table. The knock is heard but they ignore it. Silence.  
               Do you  think  I should’ve  let him  in, or at  least answered  the door or done some‐

thing. I mean, it seemed rude just to let him stand outside. 
Di.  Well, I never told you not to answer the door. 
Th.  Perplexed. Right, well, it’s too late now I suppose.  
               Sits on his chair and looks into his hand.  
               What to do, what to do… 
               Places his bag on the table and opens it. Curtain falls. 

 

Third Tableau 
 
Same as before. It is pitch black outside, night. A single light bulb glows over the two players 
as they are entering the final rounds of their game and they are growing restless. 
 
Th.   Damn it! When will this game end? Have we really been playing all day? 
Di.  You know, you could always give up, let me win by default. Wouldn’t mean anything 

to anyone. 
Th.  Why don’t you give up? Besides,  I’m  so close  to winning.  I’m  just waiting  for  the 

right card to come… From the window, the light from a lantern is seen swinging to‐
wards the door. It stops, then the knock is heard. 

Di.  Isn’t that the guy from before? What the hell  is he doing here so  late? Let me get 
the door so that I can tell him to get lost. He stands. 

Th.   No, no. I wanted to do it last time but I was too afraid, let me answer the door and 
see what he wants. 

Di.  Hey, don’t  trouble yourself,  it’s not  like you owe him anything. He didn’t know  it 
was you. Heck, it was me who ignored him too! So you don’t need to worry about 
him. 

Th.  This is something I want to do, so I’m doing it. 
Di.   Sitting down. Suit yourself, but  it’s not  like you’ll find anything. Thomas walks off, 

stage  left, and  the  sound of a door opening  is heard. Light pours down  from  left‐
stage. Indistinct chatter. Didymus reaches over the table to turn over Thomas’ cards. 
Damn. He’s closer to winning than I thought. He turns them face‐down. The light is 
turned  off  while  we  hear  the  door  closing.  Reenter  Thomas  with  Sophomore,  a 
young man in travellers’ gear holding a large accordion bag (or a trick suitcase). 

Th.   Didy,  it  turns out he’s  a  games  salesman. His name  is  Sophomore. He  thinks we 
should try playing a different game. We’ve been playing cards all day and neither of 
us has been able to win. 

Di.  Sighs. Fine. He drops all his cards from his hands. Thomas and Didymus sit down at 
their chairs. Background dims but the  light bulb above becomes brighter as Sopho‐
more places his bag on the table and opens it. Curtain falls. 

Christopher is a U3 English Literature student 
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“Human beings are social animals. Any social animal in  
order to survive depends on community,” said the Dalai 
Lama in a talk about compassion at Stanford University in 
October 2010. 
 
The Dalai Lama’s visit to California was largely motivated 
by a new compassion research initiative to which he  
donated $150,000, his largest financial contribution to any 
organization. The Center for Compassion and Altruism  
Research and Education (CCARE) at Stanford University is 
bringing together neuroscientists, psychologists, and  
philosophers to explore the underpinnings of compassion‐
ate behavior.  
 
The Dalai Lama’s interest in quantifiable research stems from his desire to make the message 
of compassion resonate across all backgrounds and creeds. “His Holiness asked for only two 
things: make sure the science is impeccable, and make sure all the work is universal and  
secular,” remarked Thupten Jinpa, the Dalai Lama’s long‐time English interpreter and an  
adjunct professor of Religious Studies at McGill University. 
 
Jinpa is also a principal visiting research scholar at CCARE, where he is able to utilize his ex‐
pertise in both scholarly research and Buddhist meditation. “Western science and Buddhism 
both have meticulous understandings of the human mind, but so far Western 
 investigations of the mind have focused largely on pathologies. There has been little focus on 
the more constructive and positive qualities of the human mind, and very little research into 
how people can be trained to cultivate those,” said Jinpa in an interview with Barry Boyce of 
the Shambhala Sun. 
 
CCARE is reaching across many academic disciplines as it maps the framework of  
compassionate human behavior. Psychology professor Philip Zimbardo, a colleague of Stanley 
Millgram (of “Prison Experiment” fame), is conducting research through CCARE that  
investigates what causes people to act heroically in authoritarian settings or other adverse 
situations. In another project, CCARE scientists are providing communication training to doc‐
tors and testing whether it results in measurable increases in displayed empathy and favorable 
patient feedback. Other researchers are using FMRI images of neural responses in charity re‐
cipients to ascertain the types of charity that are most positively received. 
(Continued on page 10) 

The Compassionate Mind 
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By Erin Schwabe‐Fry 

The Dalai Lama (right) and his interpreter Thupten 
Jinpa (left) speaking about compassion at Stanford 
University. 

   Photo: Stanford Report 



Know Your Chaplains! 
 
Did you know that the McGill chaplaincy offers spiritual guidance for a large diversity of religions? 
Come by the chaplaincy, or feel free to contact a chaplain should you need guidance in any way! 
 
Buddhism                                      Sikhism 
Ms. Myokyo Zengetsu                    Mr. Manjit Singh (Chaplaincy Director) 
  
Judaism                                          Yellow Door 
Rabbi Weiss, Chabad                      Mr. Peter Bozzo 
 
Islam                                              Judaism 
Imam Salam Elmenyawi                Ms. Beverley Shimansky 
 
Judaism                                         Catholicism 
Rabbi Shlomo Mahn                      Sister Susanah Kelly, Newman Centre 
 
Orthodox Christianity                 Catholicism  
Father Ihor Kutash                         Father Gregory Inunez, Newman Centre                   
 
Presbyterian                                 Catholicism 
Ms. Jill Foster                                  Mr. Nathan Gibbard, Newman Centre (Director) 
 
Anglican and United 
Rev. Neil Whitehouse 

(Continued from Page 9) 
 
CCARE’s research will surely be groundbreaking, as it extends the limits of compassion knowledge 
through cutting‐edge neuroscience technology. However, will CCARE’s advancements in knowledge 
outpace the ethical quandaries its discoveries create? For instance, a project at CCARE is using a com‐
bination of optics and genetics, or optogenetics, to probe mammalian neural circuitry and decipher 
neural codes for particular behaviors. The project’s scientists are using optogenetic tools to switch on 
particular neural networks in poorly socialized mice that they think will result in improved parenting 
habits. Like this project, much of the research at CCARE aims to understand the neurological and so‐
cial framework for compassionate behavior. The ultimate goal of CCARE’s research is to help culti‐
vate compassionate behavior; yet, in less ethical hands, could knowledge such as neural behavioral 
codes and switches be wielded for underhanded purposes? 
 
Regardless of new scientific knowledge about behavioral impulses, the causes of human social behav‐
ior remain complex, individualized, and difficult to predict on the large scale. Indeed, new develop‐
ments in neuroscience technology are just beginning to measure the vastness of the human brain’s 
complexity, as well as humans’ capacity for compassion. CCARE is at the forefront of a burgeoning 
secular effort to understand more completely compassionate and altruistic instincts. Jinpa says that 
such research will result in “a more positive self‐understanding about ourselves as a species”, and ul‐
timately, help transcend prejudices and promote a global sense of solidarity. 

Erin is a U1 student in  Music. 
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Note: Services marked         are only available during the school year. SY 

Prayer Breakfast 
 

If you'd like to get centered in God before 
the day begins, join us for prayer and 

breakfast (provided).  
Wednesdays 7:45 - 8:30 am.   

Birks Student Lounge.   
Jill Foster, Presbyterian Chaplain, McGill 

Chaplaincy. 

Share a HOT VEGAN LUNCH at the 
 

RABBIT HOLE CAFÉ, 
 

a Collective Vegetarian Kitchen 
3625 Aylmer, downstairs 
Fridays, 1-4 pm 
Donations of $1 or 
a non-perishable food item 
are appreciated. 

________________________ 
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Food depot and nutritional 

tips and support. 
3625 Aylmer, 1st floor 

Fridays, 1-5 pm 
Email: RabbitHoleCafe@gmail.com 

The Muslim Students 
Association of McGill 

 

We offer: weekly study circles, free Islamic 
educational materials, Ramadan services, 

lectures/conferences, library 
(Shatner building, room 430) 

 

3460 McTavish Street, Rm. 14 
www.msamcgill.com 

International Students! 
Are you freezing?  

 
Lightly used coats, clothing, 

shoes, and boots  
are available  
free of charge  

to International Students. 
Stop by Chaplaincy Services. 

 
3600 McTavish St., Suite 4400 

Monday-Friday, 9:30-4:30 
398-4104 

Join students and staff of the  
United Theological College  
(of the United Church of 
Canada) 
for worship and fellow-
ship each Wed. 

Begins at 11:45 am 
3521University Street 

Newman Centre 
3484 Peel St, 398-4106  

newmancentre@mail.mcgill.ca 
www.newmancentre.org 

 
Did you know that 

Roman Catholic Mass is 
held conveniently on 
campus several times 

per week? 
 

Contact the Newman 
Centre for details. 

Hillel House 
Attention, Jewish students and friends! Dis-
cussions on Jewish topics, Jewish feminist 

movement, social events, “ask a rabbi,” 
“Ghetto Shul,” Torah study, dating services, 

message boards, and much more!!! 
3460 Stanley Street 

(Hillel library) 
845-9171 

rabbi@hillel.ca   
www.hillel.ca 

Sikh Chaplaincy Open Meeting 
 

Social get-togethers  
Newman Centre, 3484 Peel 

Contact Manjit Singh,  
Chaplain 

manjit.singh@mcgill.ca 

Montreal Diocesan Theological College  
3473 University Ave. 

Daily Christian worship--all are welcome! 
Morning Prayer, Mon.-Thurs.: 8:00 am 
Evening Prayer, Mon.-Thurs.: 4:30 pm 

Eucharist Wed. 11:30 am (followed by lunch), 
Fri. 7:30 am 

All are welcome! 

Radix publishes ads for 
groups and events with a 
spiritual or social-justice 

theme—for FREE!  
 

Email:  
radix.chaplaincy@mail.mcgill.ca 

Volunteers needed! 
 

The Yellow Door Elderly Project is seeking volunteers 
to work with seniors living in and around the McGill 
Ghetto.  No major time commitment required —
flexible hours, just a couple of hours per month! Great 
opportunity to contribute to community spirit 

If you would like to become  a Yellow Door 
volunteer, call 514-845-2600 ext. 0  
or email: elderlyproject@gmail.com 

McGill Student         
Parents’ Network 

The MSPN provides support to 
McGill students who are parents. 

 
Regularly we offer free of charge to 
McGill students: in-home babysit-

ting, support group meetings, study 
sessions for parents with babysit-

ting for children. 
 

Interested families should contact 
the MSPN coordinator at 

mcgillspn@gmail.com              
or at  (514) 398-4104 

The Montreal Meeting of the Religious 
Society of Friends (Quakers)  
welcomes all for silent worship at 11 am every Sun-
day at the Greene Centre in Westmount (1090 
Greene).  
Directions are on our website. 

http://montreal.quaker.ca 

ISY 
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Zen Meditation 
McGill Chaplaincy 

3600 McTavish, #4400 
Wednesday 1-2 pm 

(Discussion &  Instruction 
at 12:45) 

Wednesday 7:30-8am  

talk and music about  

religion/spirituality 

 on CKUT 90.3 FM and @ 
http:\\bigideackut.blogspot.com  

The Big Idea 

SY  


