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 SOCI 529: Political Sociology 
 

Wednesdays, 10.35-12.25, Leacock 721 
 

Instructor: John A. Hall                                                                 Office: Leacock 725 

Email:  john.a.hall@mcgill.ca                                                         Office Hours: Thursday 10-12  

 

REQUIREMENTS 

 

Assessment: One final paper, topic to be agreed with me, on any aspect of the sociology of the state.  

 

NOTE  

 

McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand 

the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences 

under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures 

(www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information).  

L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par 

conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et 

autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles 

actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de 

plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). 

  

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students have the 

right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. 

Conformément à  la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a 

le droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le 

cas des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). 

 

September 14:   States in History 

 

J.L. Campbell and J.A. Hall The World of States 

 

September 21:   States and Capitalism 

 

Karl Polanyi   The Great Transformation 
1) http://inctpped.ie.ufrj.br/spiderweb/pdf_4/Great_Transformation.pdf 

2) https://monoskop.org/images/2/2d/Polanyi_Karl_The_Great_Transformation_2nd_ed.pdf 

 

September 28:   States, Civil Society and Social Movements 

 

J.A. Hall   The Importance of Being Civil, chs. 1 and 3. 

A.O. Hirschman  Exit, Voice and Loyalty 

J. Goodwin   No Way Out 
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M. Mann   Sources of Social Power, vol. 2, chs. 15, 17 and 18. 

M. Lange   Educations in Ethnic Violence, chs., 4 and 7. 

 

October 12:   Empires to Nation-States 

 

A. Wimmer   `From Empire to Nation-State’, American Sociological Review,  

D. Lieven   `Dilemmas of Empire’, Journal of Contemporary History, 1999. 

  

October 19:   Civil Wars  

 

B. Kissane   Nations Torn Asunder 

 

October 26:   The Hegemon 

 

M. Mann   `The first failed empire of the twenty-first century’ 

 

November 2:   An Anatomy of Small Nation-States 

 

J.L. Campbell and J.A. Hall The Paradox of Vulnerability 

 

November 9:   Soldiers, Statesmen and Spies 

 

H. Kandil   The Power Triangle 

 

November 16: 

 

November 29:   Reports on Papers (including mine) 

 

December 6:   Reports on Papers 

 

 

 

Topics not covered: the police, postcommunism 


