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“What information do I wish I had known prior to leaving on exchange?”  

Name: Audrey Yank 

Exchange University: University of Queensland  

UX : U3 
Year : 2010 

McGill semester : Winter 
 

Courses 

I got credits for all courses I took (ENVM 3523, GEOS 1100, MUSC 1000, POL 2211). They were 

all complementary courses (Set B and Set C). I got equivalency of the McGill course GEOS 1100 

for the course ENVM 3523. The courses I took for Set C were of personal interests so it really 

depends for each person. The university of Queensland has not special agreement for engineering 

so it was complicated to get credits for engineering classes, this is the main reason I just took 

complementary classes.  

 

Visa and health insurance  

The Visa was very easy to obtain, I had it a few days after filing the form online. I took the working 

holiday visa as it was cheaper, but you can only apply for it once in your life, so if you want to go 

again to Australia to work, I would suggest you pay for the student visa. 

For insurance, I used my McGill health insurance and on top of that, all exchange student had to 

pay a 195 AU$ for a 6 month Overseas Student Health Cover that was mandatory to accept the 

offer of admission.  

 

Cost of living  

Approximate budget – your cost of living per month, suggestions for cost saving 

(scholarship?) , any particularities or peculiarities of your destination, e.g. Short daylight 

hours in November – Sweden 
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Cost of living was more expensive than in Canada. Rent is often weekly in Oz, mine was almost 

180 AU$ per week. Start putting money aside now! 

To be able to afford this, I applied and got the U21 Scholarship as UQ is part of the agreement.  

 

Location of Institution  

Brisbane is a big city though a bit smaller than Montreal. You will find everything you need 

there. I was leaving close to campus rather than close to downtown. Downtown is about 20-25 

min by bus or ferry from campus. The neighborhood around the campus is very expensive, I was 

leaving just across the bridge (campus is near a river), it was 10 min to walk to school and less 

expensive! 

Lots of week-end trips, the gold coast is close, there are many islands to discover near the coast, 

Byron Bay is beautiful and there are great national parks too not too far from Brisbane. I got my 

driver’s license translate from French to English to be able to rent cars on week-end. There are 

no place I can think of to avoid, Oz is a really safe country, just like Canada in a lot of ways.   

 

Suggestions of items to bring with you  

You can buy anything you want there, I just missed the good cheese we get in Quebec, but I 

doubt you can bring that with you! You’ll enjoy the local fruits instead!  Brisbane is really 

warm and really humid in the summer (until april), but it can get surprisingly chilly (10 degrees) 

in the evening in the winter (june-july) though most days still remain comfortable (20 degrees). I 

had to buy a jacket, tuque and gloves. 

 

Overall Experience 

The experience was amazing. I recommend it to anyone. I would go on exchange again. Benefits 

include seeing other vision/teaching method than what we are used to at McGill, but also to 

meet students from all around the world and to live in a different culture. I also really improved 

my English by having no one around who could understand French! 
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Other  

I’m happy to answer more questions/concerns – audrey.yank@mail.mcgill.ca 

 

 

 

 


