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The CRCF is, by all means, a centre that produces ex-
emplary, cutting-edge social science research that ad-
dresses critical themes and a hub that brings together 
passionate and committed researchers, students and 
staff. What makes us so unique is our deep involvement 
and unceasing collaboration with practice and policy 
milieus allowing our research to make a true impact for 
children and families who live in vulnerable contexts. 
Our tremendous community engagement and connec-
tion certainly challenges the long-standing idea that ac-
ademics remain in their ivory towers!

DELPHINE COLLIN-VÉZINA, PHD

Director’s 
Message
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CRCF’s Mission is to conduct and disseminate research on effective programs and policies for vulnerable children, 
youth and their families. We are whole heartedly committed to:

1 Conducting high quality research; 

2 Developing partnerships between researchers, service providers and policy makers to promote 
research on children and families and to bridge research networks nationally and internationally; 

3 Providing research training for graduate and post-graduate students, as well as supporting the 
development of research capacity in child and family service agencies; 

4 Ensuring the timely distribution of our research in a manner that is accessible and relevant to 
policy makers and service providers. 

Throughout the years, the centre’s influence has reached well-beyond academia by offering opportunities for research-
ers, services providers, policy makers, and governmental representatives to develop collaborations within non-academ-
ic milieus, giving these actors access to high-quality and sound evidence on which to base their decisions. Our research 
activities in the centre have had program and policy impact at all levels from local agencies, to departments of social 
services in several provinces, to Federal agencies and NGOs.   

Our Mission
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Our Staff

KELLY FINNERTY 
Financial and Administrative Coor-
dinator. Kelly has been with CRCF 
for more than 10 years. This financial 
guru supports our centre on all finan-
cial related activities, ranging from 
drafting urgent contracts to process-
ing expense reports, from managing 
research funds to planning social 
events in the centre. She is the go-
to person to put out all fires for the 
CRCF. Kelly’s name is being called a 
countless number of times every day 
at the centre!

PAMELA WEIGHTMAN
Dissemination and Communication 
Coordinator. After 7 years of front-
line experience in the field of child 
welfare and mental health in Que-
bec, Pam joined the CRCF team in 
2008. She is the master mind behind 
spreading the word about the excel-
lent work taking place at the CRCF, 
via vehicles such as the centre’s annu-
al reports, monthly newsletters, On 
the Radar publications, website and 
even Facebook. Most of all, her kind 
words always warm everyone’s heart 
during times of duress. 
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MARTIN CHABOT 
Data Analyst. To the outside observers, data analysis may seem like a solitary 
work with countless hours in front of the computer going through numbers 
and codes. However, quality research requires a perfect balance between “a 
great idea” and “an innovative analysis”. Under the supervision of Dr. Tonino 
Esposito (Canada Research Chair in Social Services for Vulnerable Children), 
Martin, as our centre’s data analyst, has been a great asset and an invaluable 
member since 2005, involving in extracting clinical-administrative data from 
community service partners, producing project based sub-datasets, support-
ing faculty and student members on statistical issues. 

BIRU ZHOU 
Academic Associate. After complet-
ing her postdoctoral training at the 
University of Montreal, Biru joined 
CRCF as an Academic Associate in 
the summer of 2016. Six months after 
her appointment, she had produced 
a Open Access Guide, organized and 
conducted two training workshops in 
the centre. With no doubt, she will 
continue to provide quality trainings 
to CRCF members, and to effective-
ly facilitate the research and train-
ing activities in the centre with the 
mentality that “Productivity is never 
an accident. It is always the result of 
a commitment to excellence, intelli-
gent planning, and focused effort.”  
– Paul J. Meyer 
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PAULO FUMANERI 
Recent graduate of the Bachelor of Social Work Program 
at McGill. He will continue his Master’s degree in the 
School of Social Work at McGill in Fall 2017. 

VERONICA KOST 
Student from the Independent Study Program, who is 
interested in examining child and family health and well-
being. 

CRCF in Our Eyes:

Changing the world,  
one social scientist at a time

Studying and researching issues surrounding 
the First Nation Child Welfare in the centre 
open my eyes to think outside of the box, 
to question myself for biases, and to look for 
knowledge in my everyday clinical interven-
tions as a social worker. Here in the centre, 
I feel I am empowered to do what I 
need to do as a social worker. 

Being a part of the CRCF was an amazing ex-
perience; I learned so much about social work, 
advocacy, and team work. As a student, it 
was really special to be included on a team 
of so many smart, talented, and passionate 
people, and to be considered an equal part 
of the team. This experience has definitely 
shaped how I see my future, in terms of the 
kind of work I’d like to do and the kind of 
worker I’d like to be.



CRCF IMPACT REPORT 12 years and counting 7

GINA GLIDDEN 
Ph.D. student from the Social Work Program, who is in-
terested in child and family well-being, as well as child-
hood disability.  

A part of me has resided within the CRCF 
family since 2009 when I began a research 
block placement to finalize my BSW. As I 
then worked through my MSW, and now as I 
move forward through my doctoral research, 
I witnessed the natural change of faces that 
occurs, through the passage of time. While 
the faces may have changed, what has re-
mained vibrantly consistent, is the brilliance, 
dedication, humour, and joie-de-
vivre of every member, past and present, 
who contributes to making our CRCF family 
the enriching learning environment that it is. 
Researchers, students, administrative staff.... 
together, we are the ‘family’ of the CRCF.
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MOHAMMAD KHAN
Third year Ph.D. student from Bangladesh. His current 
research is about poverty, family economic stress and eco-
nomic interventions among disadvantage populations.  

EMMANUEL CHILANGA 
First year Ph.D. student from Malawi. He is primarily 
interested in studying child welfare, child maltreatment, 
food and nutrition security. 

Before coming here, I had not been much ex-
posed to research, but this center invokes 
my research interest. CRCF is a very big part 
of my life. I spend most of my time in the 
CRCF. I feel so lucky because I’m welcomed 
here. I come here every day, hang out with 
people in the center, and speak to them. The 
CRCF members emotionally support me. I found that the CRCF member is like a fam-

ily. If you need something, you can ask it to 
anyone. It is an inclusive environment. 
You can depend on someone in the CRCF. 
There is a good mix of students and experts. 
Some are qualitative, and some are quantita-
tive experts. It is so helpful.

CRCF in Our Eyes:

Our home away from home 
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The warm and vibrant energy in the CRCF fosters a unique environment that allows CRCF members to not only do 
research that matters to children and families, but also stride to take actions that could help children and families in 
our local communities. Every year, CRCF is committed to different types of social action events, such as Holiday gift 
baskets to disadvantage families, sponsoring a LGBTQ youth friendship bench and donating LGBTQ positive chil-
dren’s books at local elementary schools. 

CRCF in Our Eyes:

Changing the community, 
one action at a time  
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Our Donors
The success of the centre and our ongoing contribu-

tions to research, education, policy, and practice for 

child welfare across Canada and internationally are 

not possible without the generous support of our do-

nors. We are deeply grateful for their assistance and 

we are confident that the work conducted using these 

funds will have a direct impact on vulnerable children 

and their families. Thanks to our donors, the CRCF 

continues to thrive as a vibrant academic community 

in child and family research. 
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ALVA FOUNDATION 

The Centre was established in 1985 with a gift from 
the Alva Foundation, formerly the Southam Founda-
tion. The generosity of the Alva Foundation has played 
an essential role in the CRCF becoming a leading Ca-
nadian social research centre with established part-
nerships with local, provincial, and national child and 
family support services and advocacy organizations. 

This gift from the Alva Foundation has placed 
our centre at the forefront of child welfare research 

in Canada, and it continues to provide foundation 
funding base for our centre’s core activities, such as 
research meetings, seminars and staffs. Thanks to this 
gift, the well-being of children and families has been 
and will remain our prime research focus, with strong 
emphasis on research with Indigenous children and 
their communities in Canada.
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RBC CHILDREN’S SERVICES RESEARCH & TRAINING PROGRAM 

A very generous ten-year grant from the Royal Bank 
of Canada has permitted the creation of the RBC 
Children’s Services Research & Training Program at 
the CRCF. With the RBC’s contribution, our centre 
provides technical support and research training to 
build trust with and to assist policy makers and com-
munity-based children’s mental health service pro-
viders in developing their research capacity. The seed 
funding provided by the RBC grant facilitates var-
ious research partnerships with local organizations. 
A triangular collaborative structure, consisting of 
organizations, professors and graduate students, has 

formed a unique and effective alliance to create trans-
formational changes to our communities.

In addition, the RBC fund provides support to the 
monthly Child Welfare Journal Club, which is a joint 
McGill / University of Toronto initiative to review 
empirical studies published by leading child welfare 
journals. Selected articles are summarized and dis-
tributed in monthly e-newsletters at no cost to sub-
scribers in both English and French as means to dis-
seminate the most up-to-date research to community 
partners.
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GERALD SCHWARTZ AND HEATHER REISMAN FOUNDATION

In 2015, the CRCF received a very generous gift from the Gerald Schwartz and Heather Reisman Founda-
tion. The gift has been used to establish a new program of research regarding childhood literacy, which will 
be used over three years to support scholarly work on childhood literacy programming and advancement 
including the establishment of a full-time post-doctoral fellowship in this area. In collaboration with the Love 
of Reading Foundation, the CRCF will build a scientific evidence base to support the literacy of children in 
vulnerable communities across Canada. The research conducted through this partnership has the potential 
for playing a seminal role in promoting the well-being of Canadian children and positively influencing their 
life trajectories. 
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Research  
& Training Activities

RESEARCH & TRAINING ACTIVITIES: 2005–2016
(by fiscal year: May 1 to April 30)

The CRCF houses on average 27 faculty members and 40 
graduate students every year. We also manage on aver-
age 30 ongoing projects and over one million dollars of 
research fund annually. Thanks to the support from both 

private and public funding, our centre continues to offer 
a unique platform for developing local, national, and in-
ternational collaboration in academic and non-academic 
milieus. 
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CRCF Main Funders Include

Alva Foundation

Association des centres jeunesse du Québec 

Canada Research Chairs

Government of Manitoba 

Ministère de la Santé et des Services sociaux 

Jewish General Hospital 

Public Health Agency of Canada
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Our Local  
Community Partners

Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada

Agape Por Colombia

Association des centres jeunesse du Québec

Côte-des-Neiges Black Community Association INC.

Centre de protection et de réadaptation de la Côte-Nord

Centre de recherche interdisciplinaire en réadaptation  
de Montréal

Centre hospitalier universitaire Sainte-Justine

CISSS Chaudière-Appalaches

CISSS de l’Abitibi-Témiscamingue

CISSS de l’Outaouais

CISSS de Lanaudière

CISSS de Laval

CISSS de l’Estrie

CISSS des Laurentides

CISSS du Bas-Saint-Laurent

CISSS du Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean

CISSS Gaspésie/Les Îles
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CISSS Montérégie

CIUSSS Capitale-Nationale

CIUSSS de la Mauricie et du Centre-du-Québec

CIUSSS du Centre-Sud-de-l’Île-de-Montréal

CIUSSS Ouest-de-l’Île de Montréal

First Nations of Quebec and Labrador Health and Social 
Services Commission

Institut national d’excellence en santé et en services 
sociaux

Kahnawake Shakotiia’takenhas Community Services

La Fondation du Dr Julien

Ministère de la Santé et des Services sociaux du Québec

Montreal City Mission

Old Brewery Mission

Ometz

Step-by-Step Child and Family Centre, Kahnawake

The Montreal Children’s Hospital

The Montreal Children’s Hospital—Adolescent Medicine 
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Achievements  
by the Numbers

Peer Reviewed 
Publications 

46
Training 
events
organized

99 Research seminars hosted
in total in the past 12 years

with presentations by Canadian researchers and 
international scholars from the U.S.A., Switzerland, 
Ireland, Palestine, Sweden, Germany, and China.

31
to attend training and conferences around the world, 
including 25 cities, 11 countries in 5 continents 
(Asia, Africa, Europe, North America and South America).    

Travel grants provided 
for CRCF student members 

 

 

  
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INTEGRATING EVIDENCE INTO FUNDING DECISIONS 

UN RÉSUMÉ EXÉCUTIF EN FRANÇAIS EST DISPONIBLE À LA FIN DU DOCUMENT 

 

Radha MacCulloch, Ph.D. candidate and Gina Glidden, Ph.D. candidate.

 

BACKGROUND 

 
Supports and programs for parents of children with NDD are funded differently across Canada based, in part, on varying 

provincial funding schemes (e.g., ongoing historical approaches, population and needs-based approaches).  Outputs that 

enumerate and describe the number of children who receive services and the types of services delivered are typically collected 

by individual organizations but a regulated system for tracking this information does not exist within or across provinces.  Thus, 

while valuable information is gathered internally, it is often diluted as it makes its way up the various levels of policy, from internal, 

to regional, to ministry.  Additionally, evaluating the impact of supports and programs on parents and their children is challenging 

for organizations, therefore little information is available regarding which supports and programs are experienced as helpful  or 

not. So how, exactly, are decisions made regarding which supports and programs to finance, and how much to fund? 

    
          WHY IS THIS RESEARCH NEEDED?  

 
A vast amount of research has demonstrated a link between the acquisition of support and positive health outcomes for parents 

of children with NDD.  Parents who perceive the support they receive as beneficial and useful experience lower symptoms of 

anxiety, stress and depression than do other parents, and they also report 

better quality of life.  Currently, in Canada, there is no national disability 

law that sets the conditions and criteria for universal supports and 

programs for children with NDD and their families.  Unlike health care, 

which is regulated by the Canada Health Act, the regulation of supports 

and programs in Canada falls within provincial jurisdictions, leading to a 

wide variation in the policies and guidelines that ultimately determine 

subsidized supports and programs. In addition, while many supports and 

programs are based on a non-categorical approach to service delivery that 

focuses on children’s functional needs rather than their diagnosis, funding 

is sometimes allocated to diagnosis-specific supports and programs, 

resulting in some parents and their children receiving support while others 

do not, even if the function needs were similar. The provision of equitable supports and programs to all parents and their children 

with NDD in Canada is thus greatly influenced by varying funding schemes, resulting in considerable diversity in their availability 

and access depending on where people live. But how are final funding decisions made? While funding decisions for programs 

are sometimes evidence-based, there is always room for capturing and integrating more evidence. 

 
 

 
 

 

ON THE RADAR… 
Keeping you up to date with the work of CRCF members 

Volume 3, Number 1 
February 2017 

The provision of equitable supports and 

programs to all parents and their 

children with NDD in Canada is thus 

greatly influenced by varying funding 

schemes, resulting in considerable 

diversity in their availability and access 

depending on where people live. 

 

 

 
 

 La récurrence chez les jeunes ayant reçu des services en protection de la jeunesse: 

L'exemple d'un centre jeunesse du Québec. 

ENGLISH EXECUTIVE SUMMARY IS AVAILABLE AT THE END OF THE DOCUMENT 

Alicia Boatswain-Kyte, doctorante, École de service social, Université de Montréal; Martin Chabot, Analyste, Centre de 

recherche sur l’enfance et la famille, Université McGill; Tonino Esposito, Chaire de recherche du Canada en services sociaux 

pour les enfants vulnérables, Professeur adjoint, École de service social, Université de Montréal; Élodie Marion, doctorante, 

École nationale d'Administration publique; Nico Trocmé, directeur École de service social, chaire Philip Fisher en travail 

social, Professeur, Université McGill

 
           CONTEXTE DE L’ÉTUDE (GFISC) 

 
Le projet Gestion fondée sur les indicateurs de suivi clinique  (GFISC) 1  visait d'abord le développement d’indicateurs 

longitudinaux de trajectoires de services pour les centres jeunesse. Cette initiative du Centre de recherche sur l’enfance et  la 

famille (CREF) de l'Université McGill en collaboration avec l’Association des centres jeunesse du Québec (ACJQ) a ensuite permis 

le suivi et l’analyse de ces indicateurs, reposant sur les données de la base de données d’information clinique provinciale - Projet 

Intégration Jeunesse (PIJ)- et ce, dans les 16 centres jeunesse du Québec. Ces analyses ont ainsi fournies de l'information quant 

aux trajectoires des jeunes dans les services, soit de l'information complémentaire à celle produite par les données annuelles de 

gestion, laquelle inclut à titre d'exemple le nombre de signalement, le taux d'occupation et la taille de la population desservie. 

Pour terminer, afin de documenter ces trajectoires de services, une approche longitudinale, incluant la création de trois cohortes, 

a par ailleurs été utilisée. 

 
       

          L'ÉTUDE DES COHORTES DANS UN CENTRE JEUNESSE DU QUÉBEC 

 
Ces trois cohortes ont été développées et ont fait l'objet d'analyses au regard des données des années financières 2002 à 2011 

dans un centre jeunesse du Québec, tel que le présente la figure 1. À cet égard, la cohorte fermeture 2  permet l'évaluation de la 

proportion de dossiers pour lesquels il y a eu récurrence. Cette dernière est d'ailleurs mesurée par une réouverture suite à une 

nouvelle évaluation révélant une situation de sécurité et/ou développement compromis (ci-après: SDC) à l’intérieur des 12 mois 

suivant la fermeture. Quant à la cohorte services, elle inclut les individus dont le signalement a été retenu. Les usagers de cette 

cohorte ont par ailleurs moins de quinze ans au moment du signalement retenu et n’ont reçu aucun service dans les douze mois 

précédant le signalement. Dès lors, la création de cette cohorte permet l'analyse de l'ensemble des événements survenus au 

                                                 

1 Le projet Gestion fondée sur les indicateurs de suivi clinique (GFISC) a été financé par les Centres jeunesse  de même que par le Conseil 

de recherche en sciences humaines du Canada (CRSH) dans le cadre du projet Développement de capacités de recherche avec les 

Premières Nations et les services de protection de la jeunesse au Québec. Pour plus d’informations, se référer à: 1) Trocmé, N., Esposito, 

T., Chabot, M., Duret, A. & Gaumont, C., (2013). Rapport synthèse: Gestion axée sur les indicateurs de suivi clinique, données Québécoise. 

Association des centres jeunesse du Québec; 2) Esposito. T., Trocmé, N., Chabot, M., Duret, A., Gaumond, C. (2015). Gestion fondée sur les 

indicateurs de suivi clinique en protection jeunesse? Dans Poirier, M.A., Léveillé, S. & M.E. Clément. (dir.) Jeunesse en tête: au-delà des 

risques, les besoins de développement des enfants. Québec, Canada : Presses de l'Université du Québec. 

 
2 La cohorte fermeture est aussi appelé cohorte récurrence dans certains rapports. 

ON THE RADAR… 
Tout savoir sur les travaux de recherche qui se réalisent au CREF 
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THE FAMILIES LEFT BEHIND:  

INEQUITIES IN POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION SAVINGS PROGRAMS IN CANADA 

Les familles délaissées : Iniquités des programmes d’épargne-études postsecondaires au Canada 

UN RÉSUMÉ EXÉCUTIF EN FRANÇAIS EST DISPONIBLE À LA FIN DU DOCUMENT 

 

Katrina Cherney, Ph.D. candidate, School of Social Work, McGill University 

David Rothwell, Assistant Professor, School of Social and Behavioral Health Sciences, Oregon State University

 
  

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
There is great interest in post-secondary education for good reasons. Evidence suggests that participation in post-secondary 

education (PSE) has significant effects on labour market outcomes, job satisfaction, health and quality of life (Donnelly, Welch & 

Young, 1999; Ferguson & Wang, 2014; Lefebvre, 2004). Increasing access to, and participation in, PSE among young people from 

low-income families is vital for reducing economic inequality and promoting social justice (Oreopoulos & Petronijevic, 2013).  

However, estimates from a national survey suggest that young people from low-income families are more than 50% less likely 

than their peers to attend PSE (Finnie, Wismer, & Mueller, 2015). 

 
The cost of PSE in Canada continues to rise and this has implications for inequality.  On average, undergraduate tuition and 

ancillary fees have tripled since the early 1990s.  However, there 

are large provincial differences due to distinct policy regimes.  

Since 1993-1994, there has been a cost increase of 35% in 

Newfoundland and Labrador, where tuition fees have been frozen 

since 2003-2004.  In contrast, in Quebec and Ontario, where 

tuition fees rise annually, there have been cost increases of 140% 

and 248%, respectively (Shaker & Macdonald, 2015). In contrast, 

the cost of living in Canada has increased by just 40.9% over the 

same period (Statistics Canada, n.d.). 1  Escalating tuition and levels 

of student debt are barriers to PSE for many low and middle-

income Canadians.    
 

The Canadian Education Savings Program (CESP) is a federally-

funded and delivered matched savings program intended to help 

families save for their children’s PSE.  In 2013-2014, federal expenditures on the CESP totalled $1.1 billion (Office of the 

Parliamentary Budget Officer, 2016).  The main feature of the CESP is the Registered Education Savings Plan (RESP), a tax-deferred 

savings account in which income grows tax free until withdrawn to pay for trade school, CEGEP, college or university (Employment 

and Social Development Canada, 2013).  In addition, through the Canada Education Savings Grant (CESG), families’ contributions 

                                                 

1 Over the same period, the cost of living increased by 42.3% in Newfoundland and Labrador, 37% in Quebec and 42.7% in Ontario 

(Statistics Canada, n.d.) 
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Evidence suggests that participation in 

post-secondary education (PSE) has 

significant effects on labour market 

outcomes, job satisfaction, health and 

quality of life. However, estimates from a 

national survey suggest that young 

people from low-income families are 

more than 50% less likely than their 

peers to attend PSE 

Internal Publications 
 Monthly Newsletter, 
17 issues of In the Know,
17 issues of On the Radar, 
300 freely accessible 
journal article summaries

More than 

300
7
99

journal articles, 

books, and 

book chapters
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Our Signature Events:  
12 years in the making 

2005
With the ALVA 
FOUNDATION’s 
endowment fund, 
CRCF is invigorated 
and Dr. Nico Trocmé 
is appointed as the 
Director of the 
centre.

2007
With two prestigious 
CANADIAN 
FOUNDATION 
FOR INNOVATION 
FUNDS awarded, the 
CANADIAN CHILD 
WELFARE DATA 
LAB and several 
laboratories are set 
up and equipped.

2009
The CANADIAN 
CHILD WELFARE 
RESEARCH PORTAL 
(CWRP) is created 
and launched to 
provide access to 
up-to-date research 
on Canadian child 
welfare programs and 
policies.

2006
As a fast-growing 
research centre, we 
house 29 members 
and staffs in the 
centre.  

2008
A generous ten-year 
grant from the THE 
ROYAL BANK OF 
CANADA permits the 
creation of the RBC 
Children’s Services 
Research & Training 
Program at the 
CRCF.

2010
The nationwide 
2008 CANADIAN 
INCIDENCE STUDY 
REPORT on child 
abuse and neglect is 
released. 

MAJOR FINDINGS

Canadian Incidence Study of 

Reported Child Abuse and Neglect

2008
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2011
First release of the 
provincial report on 
CHILD PROTECTION 
SERVICE 
TRAJECTORIES IN 
QUEBEC (GFISC) 
tracking over 400,00 
children who have 
Youth Protection 
Services over the past 
12 years. 

2013
The CRCF is home to 
66 members and four 
research labs on child 
welfare research.  

2015
The JORDAN’S 
PRINCIPAL Working 
Group report, 
“Without denial, 
delay, or disruption: 
Ensuring First 
Nations children’s 
access to equitable 
services through 
Jordan’s Principal”, is 
released. 

2017
The CRCF is proudly 
sponsoring the 6TH 
CONFERENCE OF 
INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIETY  
FOR CHILD 
INDICATORS. 

2012
The SSHRC 
PARTNERSHIP 
GRANT –  
BUILDING RESEARCH 
CAPACITY with 
First Nations and 
Mainstream Youth 
Protection Services in 
Quebec is launched. 

2014
Dr. Delphine Collin-
Vézina is appointed 
as the new Director 
of the CRCF.

2016
Partnership with the 
LOVE OF READING 
FOUNDATION is 
in full action to 
promote childhood 
literacy research 
and programming 
targeting at-risk 
communities. 

Ensuring First Nations children’s 

access to equitable  services through 

Jordan’s Principle

Jordan's
principle

Without denial, delay, or disruption:

INNOVATIONS IN RESEARCH, POLICY AND PRACTICE

CHILDREN IN A 
WORLD OF OPPORTUNITIES6th Conference of the International Society for Child Indicators

JUNE 28 - 30, 2017
Delta Montreal, 475 President Kennedy Avenue, Montreal, Quebec

www.isci2017.org 



CRCF IMPACT REPORT 12 years and counting22



CRCF IMPACT REPORT 12 years and counting 23

Reflecting back on 12 years of research produced in 
CRCF, I am deeply proud and impressed by how mean-
ingful and impactful our work has been within aca-
demia, our community and beyond. I am looking for-
ward to productive and stimulating new endeavours 
that will further improve the well-being and strengths 
of children and families facing adversity and challeng-
es. As Frederick Douglass, abolitionist and statesman, 
cleverly stated: “It is easier to build strong children than 
to repair broken men.” Hence, we hope our work can 
continue supporting prevention initiatives, early inter-
vention, specialized services and effective policies to cre-
ate positive changes in vulnerable populations. 

Director’s 
Closing 
Message
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