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Orientation Session – Secondary

• Introductions and Welcome
• DISE Advising Services
• Program Review for Freshmen (Year 0)
• Program Review for First Year (Year 1)
• Information for Advanced Standing
• Questions
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DEPARTMENT OF INTEGRATED STUDIES IN EDUCATION
Room 244, 2nd floor, Education Building

Interim Department Chair
Kevin McDonough 

Undergraduate Program Directors
Hannah Chestnutt (B.Ed.) 
Mitchell Miller (B.A. in Education)

Office of First Nations and Inuit Education Program Director
Stephen Peters  

Student Advising Support Team 
Tabitha Beedle       
Susie Vodopivec       
Grace Wong-McAllister

 

https://www.mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad
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DISE ADVISING SERVICES
Your Student Advisor can help you with the following:

• Guide you on your course selections to make sure you are meeting 
the requirements of your program; you should check in with your 
advisor at least once a year.

• Review your degree progress with you to ensure that you are on track 
to graduate on time. 

• Evaluate your requests for course equivalencies and provide pre-
approval for courses taken at other universities.

• Help you manage your academic situation during periods of personal, 
financial, or medical difficulty.

• Offer support and referrals in cases of academic or personal    
difficulty and connect you to other University resources.

https://www.mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad
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HOW TO CONTACT YOUR DISE ADVISOR

• Choice of virtual appointments on MS Teams or in-person 
appointments.

• Advising Hours and how to book an appointment: 
www.mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad

• Emails must include your McGill student number and 
Advisor name in the subject line.

• B.Ed. : advisedise.education@mcgill.ca

https://www.mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad

http://www.mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad
mailto:advisedise.education@mcgill.ca
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STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
• Be sure to take note of and follow McGill’s deadlines (key 

academic dates).

• Inform yourself on your student rights and responsibilities:  
https://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/ 

• When in doubt, reach out! Do not wait until the last minute. 
We are happy to help guide you on your academic progress.  

• Ensure to respect the regulations governing academic 
integrity (complete the AIT tutorial).

• You will work hard and enjoy your university time so get 
involved and join a club or volunteer at events! 

https://www.mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad

https://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS
 (If not yet done) Set up your McGill Username/Email* 

1. In Minerva, go to Personal menu > Password for McGill Username.
 Your McGill Username and Short Username are displayed on the screen.
2. Follow the instructions on screen to choose a new McGill Password. 

*Your McGill email is an official means of communication with your Advisor and with the university.

Final Admissions Documents:
• Ensure your institution sends your final official transcript including your proof 

of graduation to officialschooldocs@mcgill.ca
Legal Documents:

• Submit your legal documents: www.mcgill.ca/legaldocuments/ 

Tutorials (AIT and It Takes All of US, the Sexual Violence Education Program):
• Complete your It Takes All of US Tutorial in MyCourses and the 
 AIT Tutorial in Minerva.  Delays can result in a registration hold on your record.

https://www.mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad

mailto:officialschooldocs@mcgill.ca
http://www.mcgill.ca/legaldocuments/
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INTERNSHIPS & STUDENT AFFAIRS OFFICE (ISA)

ISA - www.mcgill.ca/isa

The office oversees:
• Questions on the field experiences (FEs)
• The B.A. Education internship term; 
• Houses the Education Career Advisor who provides support for various 

employment related questions and opportunities
• Houses the Education Wellness Advisor who provides support on personal issues 

and is a resource for personal development workshops and seminars.

• Undergraduate student records (academic standing, scholarships, EETC, final exam 
deferral requests, leave of absence or university withdrawal requests, readmission 
and program transfer applications, requests for part-time study, and final 
graduation approval.)

• IUT-study at another Quebec university, study away (outside Quebec), exchanges.

Their faculty orientation will be available online at https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/student/new 

http://www.mcgill.ca/isa
https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/student/new
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Program Information
•Program documents are on the DISE website:  https://mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad

•Programs are structured and course sequenced: pre-requisites and co-requisites (see 
your 4 year overview (or 2 year for advanced standing).

•Courses: Required, Complementary/Subject Areas, Electives and Freshman (see 
program overview.)

•Advanced Standing:
If you are admitted into McGill with advanced standing (International Baccalaureate, Advanced 

Placement, etc.), those credits may be used to fulfill some or all of your Freshman requirements.

Your advanced standing will be determined by the Admissions Office once they receive your Official 

Transcripts. 

•Field placements: one per year (see  https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/teaching/placements)

https://mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad
https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/teaching/placements
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EDEC 215 English Exam for Teacher Cert. (0 cr)
• In Fall term (usually October), students register on Minerva for EDEC 215 and 

for the EETC on CEETC website (BOTH registrations are required!)

• Exam (in-person at a computer lab) and usually takes place in December.

• Must pass this exam prior to going on 3rd Field Experience. 

All students are to register for the English Exam for Teacher Certification (EDEC 
215) in the Fall term of their first year in the program. 

Please refer to the English Language Requirement section of the Internships & 
Student Affairs (ISA) website for details (see link below.) 

The exam is offered only twice a year and will be offered again in summer term 
(April/May).

https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/student/current/eetc
www.ceetc.ca 

https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/student/current/eetc
http://www.ceetc.ca/
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Secondary Programs
• B.Ed. Secondary English
• B.Ed. Secondary Social Sciences
• B.Ed. Secondary Mathematics
• B.Ed. Secondary Science and Technology
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DISE ADVISING WEBSITE

https://www.mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad

Select Newly 
Admitted
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Your 
Advising 
page

http://www.mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad 

English Exam 
for Teacher 
Certification

Link to the 
ecalendar
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Freshman Year 0
English & Social Science

30 credits in courses that are your choice

Suggested courses:
◦ See the eCalendar entry for your program for a list
◦ Additional suggestions may be taken from the Faculty of Arts 

approved freshman courses list: 
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/students/new/freshman-u0/approved-freshman-courses

◦ EDEM 220 Contemporary Issues in Education
◦ EDES 366 Literature for Young Adults
◦ French language courses
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Year 1 – Fall
Secondary English & Social Science

You are to be registered in the following 15 credits:
EDEC 215 (0 cr)
EDEC 201 (1 cr) – First Year Prof. Seminar*
EDFE 200 (2 cr) – First Field Experience
EDEC 248 or 249 – Equity & Ed. or Global Ed. & Social Justice
EDEC 260 – Philosophical Foundations
EDEC 262 – Media, Technology & Education*
EDPE 300 – Educational Psychology

The semester is designed so your courses end Nov 7. Your Field 
Experience goes from (M-R) Nov 11 to Nov 28. 
*On Fridays (Professional Seminar is from Nov 8 to Nov 29).
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Freshman Year 0
Secondary Math

Math pre-requisite courses:
◦ MATH 140 – Calculus 1 (or Math 139)
◦ MATH 141 – Calculus 2
◦ MATH 133 – Linear Algebra

    http://www.mcgill.ca/dise/progs/secmath/new

Rest of your schedule is your choice:
◦ See the eCalendar entry for your program for a list
◦ Additional suggestions may be taken from the Faculty of Arts 

approved freshman courses list: 
https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/students/new-ba-students/foundation-u0/approved-foundation-courses

◦ EDEM 220 Contemporary Issues in Education
◦ EDES 366 Literature for Young Adults

http://www.mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad 

https://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/students/new-ba-students/foundation-u0/approved-foundation-courses
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Freshman Year 0
Science and Technology

Mirrors the BSc Freshman program:
Fall: 
MATH 140 – Calculus 1 (or Math 139)
BIOL 111 – Principles: Organismal Biology
CHEM 110 – General Chemistry 1
PHYS 101/131  Introductory Physics - Mechanics
Winter:
MATH 141 – Calculus 2
BIOL 112 - Cell and Molecular Biology
CHEM 120 – General Chemistry 2
PHYS 102/142 - Introductory Physics – Electromagnetism

http://www.mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad 
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Registration Reminders
•Registration is open for Fall and Winter terms; you are to register for both. 

•Look at the MINERVA class schedule for registration notes below each 
course.  Some courses are reserved for certain programs. Registration error 
messages indicate the reason.

•Use the Quick Add/Drop Menu in Minerva and enter the CRNs for BOTH 
your Field Experience and your Professional Seminar sections 
simultaneously (e.g., EDEC 201/EDFE 200; EDSL 210/EDFE 209).  If you have 
not registered yet you will have to contact the ISA Office for help.

•For courses not offered by DISE: if you receive an error adding courses, 
contact the department offering the course (Linguistics for LING, English for 
ENGL, History for HIST).

•Course load & full-time status. Required to be full time students (minimum 
of 12 credits per term). 

•Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory grading option is only for electives.
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FALL DATES & DEADLINES 2024
https://www.mcgill.ca/importantdates/key-dates

August 14:  Last date to register for at least one course to avoid 
  late registration fees

Week of August 19:  Welcome Week & Orientation Events

August 28:  Classes begin

September 10:  Add/drop and S/U

September 17:   W on transcript, with refund ($)

October 29:  W on transcript, no refund

https://www.mcgill.ca/dise/undergrad

https://www.mcgill.ca/importantdates/key-dates
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Questions?
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ADVANCED STANDING 
You may be granted credit and/or exemptions if, when you begin your 
McGill studies, you will have at least one of the following:

•graduated from CEGEP

•taken courses at a Quebec university other than McGill
•taken courses at a higher education institution outside of Quebec
•earned a French Baccalaureate
•earned an International Baccalaureate Diploma or written IB HL course exams
•graduated with the European Baccalaureate from a Schola Europaea member school
•graduated with a high school diploma from a Bologna-signatory (Europe) country
•written Advanced Placement (AP) examinations
•written Advanced Level, Advanced Subsidiary, Pre-U, and/or CAPE examinations

https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/student/new/advanced-standing

www.mcgill.ca/isa/student/new/advanced-standing

https://www.mcgill.ca/isa/student/new/advanced-standing
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Which one is for You? 2 or 4 Year Overview

• 4 Year Overview
Students without significant advanced standing (i.e. less than 45 
credits) should continue to follow the 4 Year Overview with some 
adjustments as discussed with your advisor. 

• 2 Year Overview
A 2 Year Overview means that Freshman, Electives, and 
Complementary Subject Area courses have been met with transfer 
credits. If only some are complete, you may follow a hybrid version of 
the overview. In this case, it is necessary to meet with your advisor to 
build a personalized course plan. 
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ADVANCED STANDING – ALL PROGRAMS

Familiarize yourself with the 
Internship and Student's Affairs 
guidelines 

•Your advanced standing will be 
determined by the Admissions Office 
once they receive your Official 
Transcripts.  U1 indicates you are to 
receive at least 24 credits.

• No transfer credit will be approved 
until an Official Transcript is 
received. 

• The Admissions Office has until 
October 1st to finalize their initial 
review however it is often 
completed by the end of August. 

www.mcgill.ca/isa/student/new/advanced-standing
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• If you feel that additional 
advanced standing credits 
should be granted after the 
initial review, contact your 
departmental academic 
adviser.  

• Use the McGill Course 
Equivalency System to 
determine equivalencies to 
courses that match your 
program requirements. 

• Deadline to request Advanced 
Standing adjustment with your 
Advisor is December 2nd. 

www.mcgill.ca/isa/student/new/advanced-standing
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Thank you!
 

DISE
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