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Learning 
Sciences 
Program

e�Learning�Sciences�programs�aim�
to�develop�competent�and�inquiring
professionals�who�have�the�skills�to
understand�and�improve�learning�and
teaching�by�way�of�conceptualizing�and
conducting�applied�and�theoretical
research�in�different�formal�and�informal
educational�settings.�

e�profiles�of�our�graduates�speak�to�the
flexibility�and�application�of�acquired
skills�and�competencies�in�a�range�of
professions.�ese�include�academic
positions�around�the�world,�positions�in
school�boards�and�hospital�education
programs,�researchers�involved�in
educational�and�institutional�research
and�policy�development,�training�and
education�specialists�in�business�and
industry,�medical�education�researchers,
and�faculty�developers.�

Skills and Qualifications
of Learning Sciences
Graduates 



Distinguishing features of 
the program
Emphasis on both cognition and instruction
Content�courses�offer�in-depth�views�on�the�learning
processes�as�well�as�factors�that�together�comprise�the
instructional�medium�and�context.�

Learning and instruction in different contexts
e�program�offers�the�opportunity�to�study�learning�as�
it�happens throughout�the�lifespan�in�formal,�informal,
traditional, non-traditional,�and�technology�driven�contexts.�

Strong emphasis on both research 
and application
e�M.A.�and�Ph.D�programs�place�strong�emphasis�on
research�methodology,�the�application�of�research,�and
the�development�of�specialized�knowledge.�e�M.Ed.
program�emphasizes�the�applied�aspect,�placing
emphasis�on�understanding�research�and�using�it�to
inform�the�design,�development�and�evaluation�of
learning�and�instruction�in�different�contexts.�

Interdisciplinary and 
multi-disciplinary research 
rough�coursework�and�team-based�research
apprenticeships,�students�are�exposed�to�major�themes
that�inform�research�and�theory�in�the�learning�sciences.
On-going�interdisciplinary�and�multi-disciplinary
research�and�development�programs�initiated�by�faculty
and�by�graduate�students�from�professional�disciplines
who�are�obtaining�a�master’s�or�a�doctoral�degree�in�the
program�provide�rich�and�unique�exposure�and�training
opportunities�for�graduate�students.�Areas�where�there�is
a�history�of�collaboration�include�medicine�and�other
health�sciences�programs,�engineering,�physics,�law,
social�work,�and�management.�

What is McGill’s Learning 
Sciences program?
e�Learning�Sciences�programs�are�dedicated�to�the
preparation�of�qualified�researchers,�developers,�and
practitioners�who�can�advance�the�scientific
understanding�and�practice�of�teaching�and�learning�as
they�happen�in�both�formal�and�informal�settings�and
throughout�the�lifespan.�e�settings�could�be�schools,
colleges�and�universities,�the�workplace�and�professional
practice,�as�well�as�virtual�learning�communities.�

Students�acquire�theoretical�and�practical�knowledge
through�coursework,�team-based�research�assistantships,
and�apprenticeships�where�appropriate.�

Degrees offered:
1.���M.Ed. Educational Psychology

(Learning�Sciences�Stream)

2.���M.A. Educational Psychology
(Learning�Sciences�Stream)

3.���Ph.D. Educational Psychology 
(Learning�Sciences�Stream)

LEARNING SC IENCES  PROGRAM

What are faculty 
members studying?
Faculty�members�in�our�group�study
learning�and�teaching�from�diverse
theoretical�and�methodological
perspectives.�ey�investigate cognitive
and�affective�processes�underlying
learning�and�instruction;�the�design�of
instructional�environments�and
materials�and�how�learning�may�be
facilitated�both�with and�without
technology;�the�use�of�technology as
cognitive�tools;�and�the�assessment
and�evaluation�of�learning�and
teaching�processes and�programs.�

How do I apply?
Detailed�information�about�the
application�process�can�be�found�in�
the�McGill�Graduate�and�Postdoctoral
Studies�Calendar�available�online�at:
http://www.mcgill.ca/courses 

Information�about�the�Human
Development�stream�in�Educational
Psychology�is�also�accessible�on�the
Department�of�Educational�and
Counselling�Psychology’s�website�at:
http://www.mcgill.ca/edu-ecp/
programs 


