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Faculty of Education 
Faculty Council 

MINUTES 
December 9th, 2015 -10:00 am 

Room 233 

 
Present:  
Elected members: Prof. Scott Conrod, Prof. Eve-Marie Quintin, Prof. Robert Savage, Prof. Lisa Starr, Mr. 
Michael Canavan, Mr. Michael Larivière, Mr. Domenico Tullo, Prof. Paul Zanazanian 
 
Non-elected members: Prof. Dilson Rassier (Chair), Prof. Elizabeth Wood, Prof. Alain Breuleux, Prof. Julie 
Côté, Prof. Jeffrey Derevensky, Prof. Steven Jordan,  Prof. René Turcotte, Mr. Robin Canuel, Ms. Allyson 
Noftall, Ms. Vanessa Bridgman 
 
Regrets: Prof. Lindsay Duncan, Prof. Billy Harvey, Mr. Robin Canuel, Ms. Marie-Michelle Boulanger, Mr. 
Brennan McCambley, Ms. Marie-Claude Trudel 
 
Guests: Prof. Christopher Manfredi, Ms. Leila Al-Bassit, Ms. Marcela Isuster 
 
 
1. Chair’s Remarks 

The Dean welcomed everyone to council and introduced Prof. Christopher Manfredi, Provost and 
Vice Principal Academic.  

 
2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA of December 9th, 2015 

Prof. Zanazanian moved and Prof. Starr seconded the motion to approve the Agenda as circulated.  
       MOTION CARRIED 

 
3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of October 14th, 2015 

Prof. Jordan moved and Prof. Breuleux seconded the motion to approve the Minutes of October 
14th, 2015, with the following adjustment under section 5b. The corrected version should read 
“…Prof. France Bouthillier has taken on the position of Associate Dean, Graduate and Postdoctoral 
Studies for the Faculties of Arts, Education and Music.” 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
4. Provost and Vice Principal Academic, Prof. Christopher Manfredi 

Provost Manfredi gave a brief overview of his separate mandates as Provost and as Vice Principal 
Academic. He discussed the challenges, in his role as Provost, regarding budget and decreasing 
government funding, as well as the need to borrow money to cover deferred maintenance costs 
across the University.  Provost Manfredi then went on to address his role as Vice Principal Academic 
in which he highlighted his support for Indigenous and Aboriginal education programs as well as the 
creation of the School of Public Policy. 
 

5. Questions 
a. Question regarding decreasing or flattening research funding 

Dean Rassier addressed the question submitted by Prof. Lisa Starr. He presented data, prepared 
by Prof. Julie Côté, Associate Dean, Graduate and Research Studies, showcasing the success rate 
of several funding agencies commonly used by researchers in the Faculty of Education.  Dean 
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Rassier highlighted that although a success rate of 25% may seem daunting, researchers in the 
Faculty have a number of opportunities to apply and it is anticipated that they will be successful 
in obtaining funding. In closing he added that the success of a researcher is not solely based on 
obtaining research grants.  

 
6. Consultations and Reports 

a. Associate Dean Academic Programs 
Prof. Elizabeth Wood informed council members that her office was moving forward with 
program developments that were in line with the vision addressed by the Provost in his 
presentation. 
 

b. Associate Dean Research and Graduate Studies 
Prof. Julie Côté discussed the ongoing effort in creating an entry-level graduate online statistics 
course. She explained that Dr. Patrick Devey was recruited to help develop and teach the course 
in question.   Prof. Côté went on to announce that the Institute for Human Development and 
Wellbeing has been approved by Senate as an official McGill institute and is on its way to the 
Board of Governors for final approval. Prof. Côté also notified members that her office had just 
received the Graduate Funding Allocation for academic year 2016-17 from GPS. 
 

c. Associate Dean Infrastructure 
Prof. Alain Breuleux informed members that his office would be conducting two separate audits 
in early 2016. The first of these will be an audit report on asset management and disposal which 
would allow the Faculty to have a list of research equipment that has been acquired with 
University funds. The second of these will be an audit report on space utilization, conducted in 
collaboration with the Campus and Space Planning office. Prof. Breuleux also announced that 
funding had been received to cover the costs associated with renovating the ECP Counselling 
Clinic. Lastly, Prof. Breuleux highlighted some smaller Faculty projects that have been completed 
as well as others that are scheduled to begin in the coming weeks (such as the painting of office 
space, soundproofing doorways, replacement of the carpet and a/v equipment in room 233 and 
new signage in the building).  
 

d. Liaison Librarian and Coordinator 
Ms. Marcela Isuster introduced herself as the Liaison Librarian for the DISE and KPE collections. 
She reminded members that requests to have course materials available on reserve must be 
submitted as soon as possible. 
 

e. EdUS 
No student representatives were present from EdUS.  
 

f. EGSS 
Mr. Domenico Tullo announced that the date of the EGSS conference had been confirmed for 
March 31st 2016 through April 1st 2016. He confirmed that the theme of the conference will be 
Promotion, Prevention and Intervention: Small changes towards healthy living.  

 
The meeting adjourned at 11:35am.  


