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 A collaborative e-book reader
 Developed at Harvard University by Eric Mazur, Gary King, Brian 

Lukoff and Kelly Miller
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3www.perusall.com

YouTube Video

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxEfWdfxj28&feature=youtu.be



 Instructors assign readings
 Engages students outside of class
 Prepares students ahead of lectures
 Highlights which concepts were troublesome for students 
 Shows which topics were most engaging for students
 Optimizes in-class lecture time with students

 Students
 Complete readings online
 Directly annotate the text or images, and respond to each other’s 

comments and/or questions about the readings
 Individual activity is turned into a collective activity
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 Free online platform
 Perusall itself is free
 Documents that you have the rights to can be used without cost
 Books or articles can be purchased through Perusall

 Two versions
 Stand-alone version (use directly from website)
 Through your institution’s Learning Management System 

(ex. Moodle, Blackboard, Canvas, etc.) 

5



6



7



8

Grade 
distribution

 Annotation 
submission 
time heat map
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 Page view 
report
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activity 
report



 Students can get responses to questions 
outside of class from peers and 
instructors.

 Annotations are scored, and resulting 
reading assignments are given an 
overall grade.

 Grading is based on effort and 
engagement, rather than learning 
outcomes.

 Instructors are recommended to make 
Perusall grades count towards their final 
course mark.
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 Annotations are evaluated based on: 
 Quality – Scores are either 0, 1 or 2 (2 showing thorough and thoughtful 

reading AND insightful interpretation of the reading).

 Quantity – Instructor sets minimum number of annotations, Perusall 
computes overall grade based on highest-quality annotations.

 Timeliness – Is assignment completed by deadline?

 Distribution – Are annotations made throughout the document?

11Document on ‘Annotating in Perusall’ 
Document on ‘Examples of Annotations and Scores’

 Common question by students, ‘What if I don’t have any questions or 
comments to make?’
 Elaborate on a specific topic, connect to personal experience or perspective, 

extension to another topic or perspective, paraphrase part of the text



 Overall grade for 
each reading 
assignment is out of 3

 3 = exceptional 
(rarely given)

 2 = meets 
expectations

 1 = needs 
improvement

 0 = insufficient
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 Personal recommendations
 Do not make the first reading assignment count 
Or
 Drop the lowest assignment grade at the end of the course
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Student:  Annotates and 
prepares, asks questions 
and responds to others

Instructor:  Reviews 
annotations, check most 
upvoted questions and 

comments, plans in-class 
discussions and activities

Lecture:  Carry out 
discussions and activities

Instructor:  Checks and 
releases grades, and 
assigns next reading 

assignment 

Course setup:  
upload texts and 
set up reading 
assignments

Weekly 
Basis
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 Students are engaged with content outside of class and are better 
prepared for class

 Assignment grades are based on effort and engagement in the 
annotations
 Perusall rewards desirable behaviour.

 Social features to promote collective experience
 Class is sectioned into groups of 20
 ‘Upvote’ questions and comments
 Email notifications when a peer has responded to a comment or question 

student made
 Avatars to see who is doing the reading assignment at the same time

 Allows for flipped classroom approach
 Confusion reports are based on just-in-time teaching philosophy

 Students perform better on in-class exams (Miller et al., 2018)



 Supporting document:  https://www.rug.nl/e-learning/innovation-
projects/perusall-active-learning-template.pdf

 Live demo of Perusall:  https://app.perusall.com/demo

 Help and Support:  https://support.perusall.com/help
 Getting started for instructors 
https://support.perusall.com/help/getting-started-instructors
 Getting started for students 
https://support.perusall.com/help/getting-started-students

 Documents to share with students:
 Annotating in Perusall  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B65NaC15zIBqMnNmN0gyczA1TUk/view
 Examples of annotations and scores  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B65NaC15zIBqV3lqWTVacFB6YUU/view
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