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ABSTRACT 

Female genital cutting is widely consid-

ered a violation of human rights that 

threatens the health and wellbeing of 

millions of girls worldwide. It is widely 

practiced in many African societies and 

may continue among their diasporas 

despite decades of local and internation-

al efforts to eliminate it. Progress toward 

reducing the incidence of cutting has 

been slow, and reported support for its 

continuation remains high in some   

countries. In light of its  persistence, 

harm reduction approaches that aim to      

mitigate some of the health risks       

associated with cutting have been     

proposed and have generated           

controversy. In this talk, I will present 

recent trends in the prevalence, severity, 

and attitudes toward female genital   

cutting in several African countries and 

discuss arguments for and against harm 

reduction approaches to the practice. 

OBJECTIVES 

Seminar will address the following: 

1. What is female genital cutting and 
how common is it? 

2. What are people’s attitudes toward 
genital cutting in countries where it 
is widely practiced? 

3. What are arguments for and against 
“medicalizing” female genital cutting 
as a harm reduction strategy? 
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