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ABSTRACT 

Increasingly we have access to more 
health data and are able to like across 
multiple types of data sources.  While 
useful for etiological and health services 
research, these data also have the po-
tential to influence population health 
planning and inform strategies to im-
prove the sustainability and equity of 
the health system. This talk will review 
three key areas of research, which 
makes use of linked health data, and 
provide examples of how this research 
is being directly applied to inform popu-
lation health in Ontario. The three spe-
cific applications presented are: Popula-
tion predictive models, population 
health determinants health care costs, 

and linked mortality data.    

OBJECTIVES 

1. To learn about a range of linked pop-
ulation health, social and demographic 
databases in Ontario; 

2. To review examples of how these 
data are being used to develop popula-
tion risk tools and to address inequities 
in the health care system; 

3. To discuss the pragmatic and meth-
odological challenges of working with 
these databases.  
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