
 
 

      

   

 

Update from the negotiations: December 7
th

 
 

Be sure to check out the GCHA Policy Brief on Health and Climate at COP21 and 

Beyond for a detailed analysis of negotiations!  

Overview 

For those following health in negotiations, the weekend was disappointing. On Friday, 
Dec. 4th, a bridging proposal was released with text prepared by the co-facilitators of 
each closed negotiating group (spin-off). As previously reported, this bridging proposal 
removed mention of health in Art. 2 For many reasons, this proposal was met very 
defensively by parties. Nonetheless, in Saturday (Dec 5th), a bridging proposal text 
accompanied by comments from the discussion was forwarded to COP. This text once 
again only included two mentions of health - one in the Preamble, one in Workstream 2. 
In addition, health was not a focus of any of the comments submitted to the COP.  
 

In terms of process, the ADP negotiations closed on Sat. when the new text was 
forwarded to the COP. In the week to come, the COP will now consider the draft text by 
political leaders, often Ministers of the Environment, convened by the COP presidency. 
As a result, it is unlikely that there will be significant additions to the text. 

 
 NEGOTIATION PROCESS OVERVIEW 

 

ADP → COP 

 

Advocacy: Inside Le Bourget 

At this point, the draft agreement text being negotiated contains only two mentions of 
health as outlined below. Given that it is unlikely that there will be an opportunity to 
(re)insert significant text at this point, it may be most strategic to focus on preserving 
current health language - even if less than optimal - while calling for a strong agreement 
to protect the health of populations all around the world. While there are many possible 
advocacy targets, we suggest reiterating the case for an ambitious long term 
temperature goal of 1.5 degrees Celsius.  
  

INSTRUCTIONS: CONTACTING NEGOTIATORS 
1. Find your negotiators. There are a few different documents.  

Afghanistan – Guatemala: http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/misc02p01.pdf 
Guinea – Spain: http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/misc02p02.pdf 
Sri Lanka – Zimbabwe: http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/misc02p03.pdf  
UNFCCC focal point database: http://maindb.unfccc.int/public/nfp.pl 

2. Using these documents, find the email of your contact and Google search to find an 
email.  

3. Draft and send an email requesting a meeting to discuss health in negotiations and/or 
the climate/health negotiations. We recommend doing this ASAP.  

4. ALTERNATIVE: At Le Bourget, find the Pavilion of your target party. At the Pavillion, 
ask how you might set up a meeting.  

 
If you have questions or would like assistance, please feel free to contact: 
Liz Wiley (elizabeth.wiley.md@gmail.com; whatsapp +12023168254) or  
Yassen Tcholakov (yassench@gmail.com; whatsapp +15147173170).  

 

http://www.climateandhealthalliance.org/resources/health-and-climate-in-2015-and-beyond
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/adp2/eng/l06r01.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/adp2/eng/l06r01.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/misc02p01.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/misc02p02.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/misc02p03.pdf
http://maindb.unfccc.int/public/nfp.pl
mailto:elizabeth.wiley.md@gmail.com
mailto:yassench@gmail.com


 
 

      

   

 

Advocacy: Outside Le Bourget 

Although those outside the blue zone or following negotiations from home may not 
readily have access to negotiators, it is still possible to interact with the process through 
a number of ways. 

 Write to your negotiators (see instructions above) to urge inclusion of health in 
negotiations and the text; 

 Contact negotiators and/or embassy and inform yourselves of any activities 
planned in relation to COP21 where you might interact with your national 
negotiators; 

 Following activities on social media and contribute to amplifying the messages 
projected from the Le Bourget.  
Twitter Hashtags: #COP21 #ClimateHealth #Paris2015 
Follow @GCHAlliance 
 

Health language in the agreement 

Location OLD TEXT NEW TEXT 

Draft agreement: Preamble ✔ Promoting health 
Pp11 

✔ Right to health  
Pp10 

Draft agreement: Article 2 (Purpose) ✔ Protection of health 
Right to health  
Article 2.2 

 

Draft decision: Preamble  ✔ Promoting health 
Pp5  

 

Workstream 2: [B. Mitigation]  
 

✔ Health co-benefits of mitigation 
Pp4 

✔ Health co-benefits of mitigation 
Pp116 

 

Issues important to health in the agreement 

Topic Location Agreement Bridging proposal 

Long term goal 
of 1.5 degrees 

Draft agreement: Article 2 
(PURPOSE) 

1.5 C vs 2.0 C unchanged 

 

Draft agreement: Article 4 
(ADAPTATION) 

1.5 C vs 2.0 C 
Refers back to goal in article 
2 

unchanged 

 

Draft decision Pp17 
Concern over INDCs not 
meeting LTG 

Pp17 
unchanged 

 

Draft decision pp21 
Request of a special IPCC 
report on 1.5 C 

Pp20bis 
unchanged 

 

Workstream 2: Preamble pp4 1.5 C vs 2.0 C Pp3 
unchanged 

Loss and 
damages 

Draft agreement: Article 2 
(PURPOSE) Option I 1. C 

Increase ability to respond 
to loss and damages 

unchanged 

 

Draft agreement: Article 5 
(LOSS AND DAMAGE) 
Option I 

L&D mechanism Language weakened; dependence on the 
Warsaw mechanism whose continuity 
beyond COP22 is uncertain 

 

Draft agreement: Article 6 
(FINANCE) 2 Option 1 

Financing for L&D unchanged 

 

Draft decision: LOSS AND 
DAMAGE 65 

Only encouragement of 
national action in both 
options 

Similar 



 
 

      

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Upcoming side events: 

12.07 - 
16:00 - 
21:00 

The Cost of Coal film 
presentation 

Galerie JOSEPH 
Braque, 4 - 6, rue 
de Braque 75003 
Paris 

Pacific Environment, Greenpeace East 
Asia, HCWH, Ecodefense, groundWork, 
The Climate and Health Alliance CAHA 

12.07 - 
15:00 - 
16:30 

Sustainable energy for all 
and the climate-health- 
development nexus: Lancet 
Commission on Health and 
Climate Change Observer room 2 

The Lancet Commission on Health and 
Climate, the Global Alliancefor Clean 
Cookstoves, Helio International and the 
United Nations Foundation 

12.08 - 
09:00 - 
16:30 

Evaluating the Health and 
Climate Benefits of Clean 
Cooking 

Bâtiment le 
France, 190 
Avenue de France 
75013 Paris, 
Conference Room 
640 

UN Foundation, Global Alliance for Clean 
Cookstoves, Fondation Maison des 
sciences de l’Homme 

12.08 - 
14:00 - 
15:30 

Effects of Climate change on 
the Social and Environmental 
Determinants of Health in 
Africa: What can 
communities do to 
strengthen their climate 
resilience? 

Salle 2 of the 
Africa Pavilion WHO AFRO 

12.08 - 
18:30 - 
20:00 

Why the climate change 
agreement is critical to Public 
Health Observer rm 01 WHO 

12.09 - 
18:30 - 
20:00 

Health central to Climate 
Change action Observer rm 03 Monaco, HEAL 

12.11 - 
09:30 - 
13:00 

Healthy Lives on a Healthy 
Planet: What is Next for 
Research and Policy? 

Espace 
Génerations Climat 

The Université Sorbonne Paris Cité 
(Centre Virchow-Villermé for Public Health 
Paris-Berlin) together with The University 
of Geneva, the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine, the University of 
Heidelberg, the World Health 
Organization, the Rockefeller Foundation, 
and The Lancet. 

 

Written by Liz Wiley and Yassen 

Tcholakov  

(World Medical Association) 

 


