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NSERC 
Competition Information for 

APPLICANTS
Postgraduate Scholarship (PGS)

~*~*~*~
Alexander Graham Bell Canada Graduate Scholarship (CGS)

2019-2020



Overview of today’s session

• Tour of the Fellowship
• Doctoral Applicant Eligibility
• Doctoral Program Eligibility
• Application Policies
• Required Documents
• Deadlines
• Adjudication Process

• Selection Criteria
• NSERC online application 

walk-through
• Next Steps and some final 

words
• Result Announcements
• Resources



Fellowship tour

• Values and durations

Program PGS Doctoral CGS Doctoral

Value & 
Duration

$21,000/yr
(up to 3 years)

$35,000/yr
(up to 3 years)



Applicant Eligibility Requirements 
• As of application deadline date: 15 October

• Be a Canadian citizen or a permanent resident of Canada

• Hold, or expect to hold (at the time you take up the award), a degree in 
science or engineering;

• Will be registered, in the following year, in full-time graduate studies and 
research, in an eligible degree program (see NSERC Eligibility Criteria
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/Eligibility-
Admissibilite_eng.asp ), either in the natural sciences or engineering at 
McGill, 

•

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/Eligibility-Admissibilite_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/Eligibility-Admissibilite_eng.asp


Applicant Eligibility Requirements 
(continued)
• Academic  Excellence

o Graduate Record to date
o Complete Undergraduate Record
o Please allow the expert in your Academic Unit to calculate and verify your CGPAs
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/contact/graduate-program

• Must not have previously held an NSERC PGS/CGS-D nor Industrial 
Innovation Scholarship (Doctoral)

• Never have received a Vanier CGS, nor CGS-D from either CIHR or 
SSHRC.

http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/contact/graduate-program


Applicant Eligibility Requirements 
(continued)
• NSERC will consider all studies counted towards the graduate degree 

for which funding is requested, whether completed at the degree-
granting institution or not.

• If you registered in a master’s degree, and subsequently transferred 
to a doctoral degree, the months in the doctoral degree will be 
calculated starting from the first academic session in which you were 
officially registered in your Ph.D. program.

* Two sessions of part-time study = one session of full-time study.



Collection of self-identification data
• Equity, diversity and inclusivity (EDI) strengthen research communities and the 

quality, social relevance and impact of research. Self-identification data provides 
information on the diversity of the population applying for and receiving agency 
funds. This data is important for monitoring the fairness of our programs and 
informing future measures to increase equity, diversity and inclusion among all 
those involved in the research enterprise.

• Self-identification data are not seen or used by NSERC’s selection committee 
members or by the applicant’s references. Institutions are permitted to 
recommend an unlimited number of self-identified Indigenous applicants to the 
PGS D Program above their application quota. In order to be considered for this, 
Indigenous applicants must provide consent within the application form to 
share this information with their institutions and NSERC.

• To be considered for programs targeted at women, such as the NSERC and 
L’Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science Supplement and the Alice Wilson Award, 
applicants must self-identify in the application form.



Applicant Eligibility to Hold Award
You will be eligible for only a two-year PGS/CGS-D, if:

• you have completed more than the full-time equivalent of 12 months of your doctoral 
program (24 months if you were admitted to the doctoral program directly from your 
bachelor’s program) as of December 31 of this year.

***
To hold these awards, you must:

• Must have completed, as of December 31 year of he application, between zero and 24 months
of full-time studies (or equivalent*) in the doctoral program for which they are requesting 
funding; or 

• If in direct entry program, must have completed, at December 31 of year of application, 
between four and 36 months of full-time studies (or equivalent*) in the doctoral program for 
which they are requesting funding

Note: CGS D/PGS D support will not extend beyond the 52nd month of your doctoral program (64th month if you were admitted to the
doctoral program directly from your bachelor’s program). 



Program and Research Eligibility
Both program of study and proposed research must be in an eligible field that NSERC supports and your 
supervisor’s research program is in a field that NSERC supports.

Program of Study
• Should you intend on pursuing a joint graduate program which 

includes a professional degree, you will not be eligible for support 
from NSERC. 

• For example, NSERC does not support joint programs with an MD 
component (e.g., MD/PhD). Contact CIHR for more information about 
funding opportunities for these programs of study.



Program and Research Eligibility 

Proposed research
• To be eligible for NSERC support, you must be conducting research and be 

enrolled in a program of study in one of the fields that NSERC supports (program 
of study not applicable to PDF applicants).

• If you receive an award from NSERC but then change your field of study or 
research to a field that NSERC does not support, you will no longer be eligible. As 
a result, NSERC will cancel the award.

• Your research must be part of an overall research program in a field that NSERC 
supports. For awards held at universities, your research must be supervised by a 
faculty member whose own research program is in a field that NSERC supports.



Program and Research Eligibility 

Proposed research (cont’d.)
• NSERC supports research whose major challenges lie in the natural sciences and 

engineering (NSE), other than the health sciences. 
• Research primarily in the NSE that advances NSE knowledge is eligible for NSERC 

support, even if it may have potential future applications in human health—such as 
diagnosis or treatment. 

• Proposals that include the use of methodologies, tools, techniques and knowledge from 
the NSE are not automatically considered eligible. 

• Additionally, research involving clinical trials or research related to human health or 
nutrition that focuses on collecting data to support regulatory requirements or marketing 
needs is not eligible. 

• In cases where the proposed research is deemed to fall within the mandate of either 
CIHR or SSHRC, NSERC will not accept the application.



Program and Research Eligibility

Is your proposed research related to health?
• If your proposed research is related to health, consult the following: 
• This link will take you to another Web site Guidelines for the Eligibility of 

Applications Related to Health for guidance on the eligibility of research in 
health according to respective agency mandates.

Is your proposed research in psychology?
• The field of psychology is supported by the three granting agencies. Consult 

the following:
• This link will take you to another Web site Guidelines for the Eligibility of 

Applications Related to Health for guidance on the eligibility of research in 
health according to respective agency mandates.

http://www.science.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=FEE7261A-1
http://www.science.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=FEE7261A-1


PGS/CGS-D: Program and Research Eligibility 
Proposed research 
Is your proposed research in anthropology?

• Within the field of anthropology, NSERC considers applications that relate to:   non-
human primate biology and behaviour; and palaeoanthropology (pre-Homo sapiens 
sapiens).

• If your research relates to prehistory (Homo sapiens sapiens) or human population 
biology (contemporary populations), consult with SSHRC or NSERC prior to any 
applicable deadline in order to determine within which agency mandate your 
research lies.

Is your proposed research interdisciplinary?
• If you are seeking support for interdisciplinary research that bridges the areas 

covered by more than one of the three agencies (NSERC, CIHR and SSHRC) and are 
not certain about the eligibility of your proposed research, consult with one of the 
granting agencies well before any applicable deadlines.



PGS/CGS-D: 
Application Policies
• Applicant can only submit one* application per year to either SSHRC, 

NSERC or CIHR
• Applying to multiple funding agencies will most likely result in a 

cancelled application
• If unsure which agency to apply to, contact agencies with research 

proposal before applying and review the eligibility pages on the 
NSERC web page

*The only time multiple applications are permitted is if applicant has been 
nominated by Academic Unit to submit a NSERC Vanier CGS application.



Application Policies (cont’d.)

Registration Status at Time of Application

Note: The term “degree program” corresponds to all degree programs and not only 
those in the natural sciences and engineering.

You are currently registered at (or were registered at during the year of 
application), or are on an approved leave of absence from, a Canadian university in 
a degree program.

The Canadian university at which you are currently 
or were registered, or from which you have taken an 
approved leave of absence

You are currently registered at a foreign university. Directly to NSERC

You are not currently registered at a university; or are registered, but not in a 
degree program; and have completed all of the requirements for a degree program 
from a Canadian university since January 1 of this year.

The Canadian university from which you graduated 
in the last 12 months

You are not currently registered at a university; or are registered, but not in a 
degree program; and have completed all of the requirements for a degree program 
prior to January 1 of this year.

Directly to NSERC

Where to Submit Application

(If none of the preceding options apply to you, only then may you consider the following.)

NOTE: Incorrectly submitted applications will be ineligible for consideration. 
Verify with your Academic Unit where to submit your application.
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Required Documents – Attachments

• Two references (Reports on the Applicant)
• All university level transcripts (with key and certified translation)
• Outline of Proposed Research
• Justification for Eligibility of Proposed Research (Attachment – One 

Page Maximum)
• Complete this section if your research is in a discipline that falls under the 

mandate of more than one federal granting agency (e.g., psychology, 
management studies, geography, physical education, bio-medical 
engineering, health sciences, bioinformatics, biostatistics, etc.).

• Contributions/Statements



Reference Letters / Reports on Applicant

• Two reference reports are required:
o One must be from a person very familiar with your research and abilities. 
i.e. current or previous academic research advisor, industrial supervisor
o The second letter from someone sufficiently familiar with your research and abilities, 

and able to provide meaningful commentary.
Note: Reference letters cannot be completed by a proposed supervisor unless they’ve supervised you 
previously

• Funcitionality
o Delete: Allows you to delete a report.
o Resend: Allows you to send a reminder to your references.
o Unlock: Allows you to unlock the report once it has been completed so changes can 

be made by the reference. Unlocking the reports does not allow you to view the 
report. Once unlocked, you must select the Resend function to resubmit the 
invitation to the reference. Inform your reference that the report has been unlocked 
to allow them to make the required modifications and resubmit the report.



Reference Letters (cont’d.): Tips

• Ask potential referees of their willingness to support your application comfortably in advance 
of deadlines

• Confirm : Even though they will upload the reports electronically, they will be required to 
save the letter/form as a PDF and email it as an attachment to Academic Unit. The referee 
email MUST be sent from an official institutional address.

• If this is not possible, provide your referees with pre-addressed envelopes marked TIME 
SENSITIVE, with the required date clearly indicated

• Send a copy of the selection criteria
• Send a copy of your application or cv (even if not 100% complete)

• Give your referee the following link so they may familiarize themselves with the program and 
criteria

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/BellandPostgrad-BelletSuperieures_eng.asp

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/BellandPostgrad-BelletSuperieures_eng.asp


Transcripts

Transcripts submitted to your Academic Unit to complete an application must:

• Be original (delivered internally or in sealed envelopes)

• Represent all degree programs listed under “Academic Background” 
(undergraduate and graduate studies) section of application

• International transcripts not in French or English must be accompanied by an 
OFFICIAL translation including the transcript key. (some overseas transcripts 
may be taken from U-Apply – see your unit)

Note: Your Academic Unit will upload your transcripts directly to the “Transcripts – University” page of your 
application



Transcripts (cont’d.): Tips

• McGill transcripts ordered on Minerva can be:
• Sent to McGill Academic Units via internal mail
• Picked up in person (in sealed envelopes)
• E-transcript via email

• Transcripts must be uploaded by Academic Unit before you can 
submit your online application; 

• Contact your Graduate Program Coordinator to obtain name and email 
address of person responsible for uploading transcripts.

You must verify the status of your application, on the NSERC website to 
confirm that your transcripts have been uploaded.



Deadlines

ASAP Obtain transcripts

As determined by 
Academic Unit

Registered McGill students submit 
printed application to their Academic Unit

October 15 Academic Units submit recommendation 
list to GPS

October 15 Students not applying through a university file 
application directly to NSERC



Application Adjudication Process

• Academic Units evaluate and select applications to be recommended 
to GPS;

• Applications recommended to GPS will undergo an evaluation by 
committees made up of McGill faculty members; each committee will 
select the applications that are to be forwarded to NSERC

• McGill submits applications recommended by committees 
electronically to NSERC.



Evaluation Criteria

Selection Criteria Weightings Weight %

Academic excellence 30

Research ability or potential 50

Communication, interpersonal and 
leadership abilities 20
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Selection Criteria and Indicators for PGS D and PDF (FORM 201) 
CRITERION INDICATORS EVIDENCE

Academic 
Excellence

(PGS D 30%)

Academic record • University Transcripts
Departmental/university comments (e.g. for justification of 
exceptions or to explain international degrees)

• Free-form document (maximum one page)

Scholarships/awards (competitiveness, amount, duration and 
prestige) • Page 4 - Scholarships and Other Awards Offered
Duration of previous studies • Page 1 - Academic Background

• Page 5 - Thesis Completed or in Progress

Research Ability 
or Potential 
(PGS D 50%)

Scholarships/awards (competitiveness, amount, duration and 
prestige) • Page 4 - Scholarships and Other Awards Offered
Duration of previous studies • Page 1 - Academic Background

• Page 5 - Thesis Completed or in Progress

Academic training and relevant work experience (co-op included)
• Page 2 - Academic, Research and Other Relevant Work 
Experience

• Contributions and Statements – Part III, Applicant’s Statement
• Report on the Applicant

Justification for location of tenure (PDF Only) • Page 6 - Justification for Location of Tenure (PDF Only)
Contribution to research and development (publications, patents, 
reports, posters) • Page 5 –Thesis Most Recently Completed or in Progress)

• Contributions and Statements – Part I, II, and III
• Report on the Applicant

Research proposal (feasibility, merit and significance) • Outline of Proposed Research
Critical thinking, application of knowledge, judgment, originality, 
initiative, autonomy, enthusiasm for research

• Contributions and Statements – Part III, Applicant’s Statement

• Report on the Applicant

Ability to complete projects within an appropriate time period • Page 1 – Academic Background
• Page 5 –Thesis Most Recently Completed or in Progress
• Report on the Applicant
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Selection Criteria and Indicators for PGS D and PDF (FORM 201) cont’d.

CRITERION INDICATORS EVIDENCE

Communication, 
Interpersonal and 

Leadership Abilities
(PGS D 20%)

Awards for papers, reports, posters or oral presentations • Page 4- Scholarships and Other Awards Offered (e.g., best 
paper award at a conference)

Quality of presentation of application • Page 4- Scholarships and Other Awards Offered (e.g., best 
paper award at a conference)

Quality of presentation of application • Outline of Proposed Research

• Page 6 - Justification for Location of Tenure (PDF only)
• Contributions and Statements – Part III, Applicant’s 
Statement

Participation in publication writing (e.g., Contributions and 
Statements)

• Contributions and Statements – Part II, Most Significant 
Contributions to R&D
• Report on the Applicant

Rating and detailed evaluation of applicant • Report on the Applicant
Professional and extra curricular interactions and 
collaborations with supervisors, colleagues, and peers (e.g. 
teaching, mentoring, supervising, project managing, chairing 
committees, organizing conferences/meetings, elected 
positions and industrial work experience)

• Page 2 – Academic, Research and Other Relevant Work 
Experience
• Contributions and Statements – Part III, Applicant’s 
Statement
• Report on the Applicant
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NSERC
Postgraduate Scholarship Doctoral 

Alexander Graham Bell Doctoral
(PGSD / CGSD) Programs

Application Walk-through





http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/index_eng.asp

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/index_eng.asp


http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/BellandPostgrad-BelletSuperieures_eng.asp

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/BellandPostgrad-BelletSuperieures_eng.asp


http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/OnlineServices-ServicesEnLigne/instructions/201/e.asp

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/OnlineServices-ServicesEnLigne/instructions/201/e.asp
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http://www.nserc-
crsng.gc.ca/OnlineS
ervices-
ServicesEnLigne/ins
tructions/201/e.asp

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/OnlineServices-ServicesEnLigne/instructions/201/e.asp
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Common errors when writing research 
proposal / contributions 
• Lack of focus or coherence 
• Repetitive 
• Failure to cite important work in the area 
• Failure to cite recent relevant work 
• Cite too many irrelevant articles 
• Rely too much on secondary sources (lack of understanding) 
• Too much details on minor issues; too little detail on major issues 
• Research contributions not properly highlighted 
• Impact / importance of research not explained 



Result Announcements

• Academic Unit notifies students of decision following unit’s review
• GPS notifies recommended students if their files are sent to NSERC
• NSERC sends award notices

When By whom

As determined by 
Academic Unit Academic Unit

January 2019 GPS

Spring 2019 NSERC



Post Award

CONGRATULATIONS!
• Actions required if you have been offered an award /fellowship:

• Read your Award Holder’s Guide!

• Go to our website: Getting Paid & Maintaining Fellowship.
• Complete required forms and submit them along with the notice of award by email to 

graduatefunding.gps@mcgill.ca

Note: Whenever possible and/or appropriate, it is best to wait for outstanding forms and submit ALL 
of them together. 

If you have not received an email with instructions, email GPS to let us know you have been offered.

http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/funding/getting-paid
mailto:graduatefunding.gps@mcgill.ca


Helpful Resources

• For additional questions, please contact your Academic Unit Graduate 
Program Coordinator (GPC) or equivalent

http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/contact/graduate-program

• Your GPC will contact Graduate Postdoctoral Studies (GPS) on a case-
by-case basis if further assistance is needed 

• Once you have exhausted a search on the webpages, you may send 
questions to graduatefunding.gps@mcgill.ca

http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/contact/graduate-program
mailto:graduatefunding.gps@mcgill.ca


Helpful Resources
Students who are applying for external funding. 

Students will have the opportunity to have their two-page project summary reviewed by a 
former Tri-council or Quebec committee reviewer in a 20 minute appointment. The reviewer 
will scan the document and provide feedback on the structure, relevance, and language 
accuracy with suggestions on how to improve the draft.

• Dates and Times: Verify on Website
• Location: Redpath Library, Main entrance
Complete registration instructions: Would You Fund It? 

McGill: Writing Center: 

FOR REGISTERED MCGILL STUDENTS ONLY 

http://www.mcgill.ca/skillsets/offerings/research-management/workshops#WYFI
https://www.mcgill.ca/skillsets/
http://www.mcgill.ca/graphos/
https://www.mcgill.ca/skillsets/
http://www.mcgill.ca/graphos/


Helpful Resources

• NSERC Website: http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/index_eng.asp
• NSERC Tips Video: http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/Videos-

Videos/SFTips_eng.asp
• GPS NSERC Funding Info Page: http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/fellowships/nserc

• Technical Support:
Check the Frequently Asked Questions on how to use the NSERC online
System

• Read the instructions available in the application!!
• Online Services Helpdesk: 
• webapp@nserc-crsng.gc.ca or 613-995-4273. Include your e-mail address and telephone number.

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/index_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/Videos-Videos/SFTips_eng.asp
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/fellowships/nserc
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/OnlineServices-ServicesEnLigne/FAQ-FAQ_eng.asp
mailto:webapp@nserc-crsng.gc.ca


Next Steps

• Read instructions
• Understand what you are applying for
• Order transcripts – find your unit contact
• Contact referees and ensure they understand what you are applying for.
• Register on NSERC Get PIN
• Draft proposal
• PROOF READ
• Get others to review and critique 
• Re-read instructions



Final words

This application is your responsibility.
It is up to you to ensure that all attachments, including transcripts, 

have been uploaded correctly according to the agency instructions 
and submitted on time.

No late or incomplete
applications will be
considered.

We wish you all the 
best of luck

Don’t let this be 
you!



Thank you

Questions, comments, or ideas?

GPS-Graduate Funding contact
Fellowships Officer(external fellowships)

– Ester Di Cori
Fellowships Administrator

– Jan Walker
Student Affairs Coordinator

– Phoebe Zamanuel
graduatefunding.gps@mcgill.ca

www.mcgill.ca/GPS/funding

mailto:graduatefunding.gps@mcgill.ca
http://www.mcgill.ca/GPS/funding


GPS Home Page
www.mcgill.ca/gps
- Resource for current 
graduate students, 
postdoctoral fellows and 
university Academic 
Units

GPS Current Students 
www.mcgill.ca/gps/students
-Detailed information centre and
resource directory for current 
graduate students and postdoctoral 
fellows

Future Grad Students 
www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants
- Primary site for prospective 

graduate students 
-Centralized and consolidated 

listing of all graduate 
programs 

- Instructions, support, and 
tips on admissions and 

funding processes

GPS Newly Admitted Graduate 
Students www.mcgill.ca/gradwelcome

- Dedicated resource for accepted 
students to facilitate their transition to 

McGill and to Montreal 

JOIN GPS ONLINE!

48

http://www.mcgill.ca/gps
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/students
http://www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants
http://www.mcgill.ca/gradwelcome
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?
http://www.twitter.com/mcgillgradstudy
http://www.flickr.com/mcgillgradstudy
http://blogs.mcgill.ca/gradlife/
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