
Fall 2014 Interns 

 

Michael Abramson graduated from McGill in the fall of 2014 with a B.A. Honours in Economics, 

with minor concentrations in Computer Science and English Literature. He has diverse research 

interests which include subjective well-being, energy economics and income distribution. 

Ultimately he is interested in working on economic policy within one of these domains. During 

his internship, he analyzed indicators of well-being and development in Québec under the 

supervision of Dr. Barrington-Leigh. 

Julie Cumin, an undergraduate in the fields of History and Psychology, worked with MHERC 

during her internship. A particular interest in the socio-political aspects of humanitarian 

interventions led her to collaborate on research looking at the 2010 Haitian earthquake aid 

response, developing her knowledge of how to undertake relevant qualitative studies.  This 

inclination towards social indicators of health research, coupled with experience at the Montreal 

Oral School for the Deaf and Best Buddies Canada, has helped shape her decision to pursue a 

graduate degree in Epidemiology, in order to rethink and promote the role of disability in our 

society. 

Alice Escande completed her Bachelor of Arts and Science in McGill with an Honours degree in 

Cognitive Science and a minor in International Development Studies. Her multidisciplinary 

education in both the Social and Behavioral Sciences spurred her interest in the sociology, 

economy and ethics of health research and policy. She joined the IHSP in the summer of 2014 

under the supervision of Professor Christopher Barrington-Leigh with whom she has worked on 

analyzing the successes and methods of measures of well-being. In the fall 2014, she helped to 

manage the implementation of a community well-being survey in Montreal. 



Gabriella Fanous completed the last year of her B.Sc. in Environment with minors in Geographic 

Information Systems and East African Field Studies in the fall of 2014. Her academic focus is on 

the ecological, social and political determinants of human and ecosystem health. She is interested 

in the equity considerations and the effectiveness of policy related research. While at the IHSP, 

she worked with the Healthier Societies Initiatives to identify organizations that address the health 

concerns of vulnerable communities in Montreal. She hopes to pursue a Masters degree in 

Geography at McGill next September.  

Sara Gold pursued an Honours undergraduate degree in International Development and Women’s 

Studies while interning at the IHSP. She worked as an Outreach and Communications intern for 

the institute and completed a variety of activities and logistical tasks. Sara has worked closely with 

the International Relations Student Association of McGill and spent several months in Buenos 

Aires, Argentina interning at two internationally recognized non-profit organizations centered 

around HIV/AIDS issues, women’s rights and gender violence. It is throughout her time in South 

America and at the IHSP that Sara became passionate about the intersection between women’s 

health issues and policy-making, as well as the connection between a mother’s prior schooling and 

a child’s health, education, life expectancy and access to equal opportunity. 

Meagan Prins, an Economics and Management student at McGill University, has a keen interest 

in the effects of social policy on well-being. Her interest was enhanced throughout the time she 

spent working internationally to develop income-generating projects for widows and orphans 

impacted by poverty and HIV/AIDS in Malawi, Africa. Since then, her knowledge of economic 

theory coupled with her passion for welfare maximization has fuelled her research efforts and 

shaped her long-term goals. As a member of the Board of Directors of the Management 

Undergraduate Society while at McGill, she intends on bringing the skills developed at the IHSP 

and her interest for social policy into the business world. In the fall of 2014, Meagan was 

responsible for managing the social communication efforts of the IHSP, thereby playing a role in 

a variety of research projects at the institute. 

Diane Shnier completed her BA at McGill University in honours political science with a focus on 

political theory. Her research interests include global justice and inequality, and the problems of 

translating the normative political theory surrounding these issues into concrete policy. Previously, 

Diane has interned at Canadian Journalists for Free Expression, worked as Editor in Chief for the 

McGill Journal of Political Studies, and conducted research with Professor Jacob Levy on the 

debate surrounding ideal/non-ideal theory via the Arts Research Internship Award program. At the 

IHSP, Diane worked with the MACHEquity team on a project studying the relationship between 

minimum wage policy and health outcomes in developing countries.  

Vivienne Walz, an undergraduate student majoring in Cognitive Science and minoring in 

Interdisciplinary Life Sciences, worked with the Montreal Health Equity Research Consortium 

during her internship. Her research interests include social determinants of health, the interaction 

between language and health and health equity. In 2013 Vivienne interned at Mirima Dawang 

Woorlab-gerring Language and Culture Centre in Western Australia, where she worked on 

language revitalization and preservation. On campus Viv was also involved with producing Health 

on Earth, a global health radio show broadcast on CKUT. She is also a recipient of the Dalai Lama 



Fellowship, allowing her to work on a compassion-in-action project on indigenous reproductive 

justice and HIV education. After graduation Viv plans to pursue a graduate degree in public health. 

Lauren Wray majored in Environmental Studies, with a focus on the ecological determinants of 

health in society. As a social studies student, her interests included deepening her understanding 

of people, society, the environment, and the combination of all three. She sees climate change as 

one of the most complex and pressing issues facing her generation, and she enjoys engaging in the 

constellation of activities and topics that surround it—be it climate literacy, youth engagement, 

policy, or philosophy. During her university career, Lauren studied human geography and 

international development in London, undertook sustainability fieldwork in Barbados, and 

interned at the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in Washington, D.C. She enjoyed 

learning about the science-policy nexus through her internship at the IHSP. 

Yuan Yi Zhu pursued a Joint Honours B.A. in Political Science and History while interning at the 

IHSP. He is interested in the political decision-making process surrounding healthcare policy, as 

well as the nexus between mental health and the law, an interest he first developed while studying 

the development of the insanity defense at common law. He has also conducted research with 

Professor Lorenz Lüthi on Chinese foreign policy. He is the assistant editor of The Political 

Bouillon, an online political commentary journal. In addition to his research interests, Yuan also 

writes about politics, classical music, and architecture for various publications, and is involved 

with the establishment of an international performing arts festival in Montreal. At the IHSP, Yuan 

edited The Prognosis, the Institute’s student journal of global health, which is transitioning to a 

new, peer-review format. 


