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Anna Aevarsdottir completed a master degree in Economics (Social Statistics option) at McGill. 

Her academic interests include the interaction between economic development and health focusing 

on the areas of fertility and maternal and child health. Her current research involves analyzing the 

determinants of fertility in Peru as well as the evaluation of family planning programs. Anna 

completed her undergraduate degree in mathematics with a minor in economics at the University 

of Iceland. Prior to coming to McGill Anna worked in the private sector for a few years including 

an investment bank in Iceland, a software company in China and a management consultancy firm 

in India. Anna looks forward to combining her interests of health economics, social policy and 

computational methods at IHSP this winter. 

Mark Bissegger will be graduating from McGill University this year with a Bachelor of Arts in 

Economics with a minor in Philosophy. His academic interests include macroeconomics and 

monetary policy as well as the role of financial institutions within international economics. On 

campus, Mark is the Director of Finance for the Ampersand Conference and is also involved with 

the McGill Not-For-Profit Consulting program which works to provide local organizations with 

pro-bono consulting services. Outside of McGill, his interests include cycling, overseas travel and 

eating great food in new places. Following his graduation, Mark plans to pursue a Masters in 

Economics and to work in the field of monetary policy or economic consulting. 

Natalie Chan is completing the last year of her bachelor’s degree in Honours Economics with a 

minor in Urban Systems. She developed a passion for public health issues from taking health 



geography classes and is interested in the study of socio-economic, distal, and environmental 

determinants of health. On campus, Natalie is an active member of Engineers Without Borders 

Canada, where she is able to connect with fellow students who are passionate about leadership and 

social change. She worked as an intern at the Kianyaga Research Office in rural Kenya last 

summer. In the future, she hopes to further her education and work in the policy sector on matters 

relating to health, climate change, food systems, and development. 

Yu-Cheng (Greg) Chang received his BA from Simon Fraser University in 2006 and is now 

completing his Masters degree in Economics at McGill University. His research interests includes 

public policy, health economics and development economics. Prior to starting his Masters 

program, Greg worked as a Junior Policy Analyst with Environment Canada looking at the issue 

of toxic chemicals in products. He also co-founded a branding agency that was recognized as the 

"15th Biggest Graphic Design Firm" in British Columbia. It was during this entrepreneurial period 

that he developed a deep passion for social well-being. His internship with IHSP will include work 

using econometric methods to analyze the subjective well-being data and its relationship with 

objective circumstances. 

John Clarke will be graduating this year with a BA in Political Science, with minors in Economics 

and History. His interests are Canadian politics and history, and particularly health care and the 

politics surrounding its administration and provision. He worked for the federal government this 

past summer as an intern at the Ministers' Regional Office in Vancouver. At McGill, John is a 

member of the McGill Debating Union and the McGill Ultimate Frisbee Team. 

Marc Jacquemond is currently completing his B.A degree in Urban Systems with a double minor 

in Arabic and Political Science. He is particularly interested in urban policies and the 

interrelationships between the built environment and social affairs at large. Marc particularly 

enjoys cosmopolitan settings, he is half Lebanese and French and is a native of Paris, France where 

he has interned at the Lebanese Embassy and at Transparency International. He wishes to continue 

his studies in urban policy and planning and contribute to public affairs at the local level.  

Liam Kirwin is currently pursuing a BA majoring in Economics, with minors in Politics, Law and 

Society and Music Technology. Academically, his interests include the use of economic methods 

and theory to shape effective and efficient public policy -- especially in the area of health care. 

After graduation, he plans to work in the social policy field before seeking a graduate degree in 

Economics or Law. Liam balances his academic work with varsity athletics, competing with 

McGill's rowing team.  

Sally Lin will be graduating this year with a BA degree, double majoring in Psychology and 

Anthropology. Her interests include the effect of climate change on health outcomes and 

inequalities, Global Mental Health, social and environmental health determinants’ impact on low 

and/or middle income countries (LMIC), and the implementation and sustainability of Global 

Health projects. She obtained the opportunity to explore her interests through a summer internship 

in India in 2011, where she was a contributive member of a non-profit public health team that 

works on improving child and maternal health in rural Tamil Nadu. Additionally, she has been 

actively involved in various campus publications since her first year. She is currently the co-Editor-

In-Chief of <<Steps>>, a literary and art magazine on campus, and she served as the Illustrations 



Editor at the McGill Daily newspaper in 2010. Upon graduation, she hopes to pursue a Masters of 

Public Health after gaining more work experience in the field. 

Farwa Malik is currently completing her Masters of Science in Physiotherapy. Prior to studying 

at McGill, Farwa completed an honours Bachelor in Health Sciences and Sociology at the 

University of Ottawa. Farwa is interested in further examining the rising costs of health care and 

the impact this has on health outcomes; specifically, she is interested in implementing health care 

initiatives that contribute to a comprehensive system and eliminate health and social inequalities. 

Farwa has participated in national dialogue about health policy; she was invited to present her 

model on health care reform at a national health policy conference and has served as a student 

ambassador for the Health Council of Canada. Farwa is involved in community-based health 

initiatives and hopes to work with underserved minority populations in the future. Farwa is an avid 

linguist who is currently learning her fifth language and enjoys exploring different cultures, 

especially through travel. 

Fortis Mathieu is currently completing his Master’s degree in Agricultural economics. 

Academically, he has been intrigued by econometrics, macroeconomics and health economics 

issues.  He got a Master’s degree from Université de Montreal in economics. Learning languages 

are a passion of his, and he grew up speaking French and English and he has studied Spanish in 

Guatemala. After taking part in the IHSP internship, he hopes to continue his studies with a Ph.D 

in Economics. 

Jennifer McWhaw is currently in her second year of the B.C.L./LL.B. program at the McGill 

Faculty of Law. Prior to law school, she earned a M.Sc. in International Relations Theory from the 

London School of Economics and a Joint Honours B.A. in Philosophy and Political Science from 

McGill University. She has worked as a communications intern for The Elders and is presently an 

Associate Fellow of the One Justice Project. Her interests in law are varied and she remains 

passionate about judicial independence and the rule of law. 

Sheena Melwani will be graduating this year with a BA & Sc. with a double major in World 

Religions and Organismal Biology. Her field of interest lies in the area of public health and 

bioethics. She is very interested in the interaction and implications of religious individuals in a 

public health care system and has been fascinated with understanding the power of ethics and 

morals cultivated through religious belief. She is also interested in the field of global health and 

has experienced the varied realities of health care in developing nations first-hand through her 

research with the Canadian Field Studies in Africa program in conjunction with Canadian NGOs. 

On campus, she is involved with the largest student run organization in the world called "AIESEC" 

where she currently holds a position on the national level as Director of Talent Management. In 

the future, she hopes to use her business mindset and experience to implement technology and 

develop strategy that addresses issues in global health in a sustainable manner. 

Joanna Shnall is currently completing the final semester of her BA degree in Honours 

International Development with a minor in Canadian Politics. She has particularly enjoyed classes 

in Canadian public policy as well as courses focusing on social inequalities in health in both 

developed and developing countries.  She has supplemented these academic interests by pursuing 

studentships at the Kunin-Lunenfeld Applied and Evaluative Research Unit at Baycrest Hospital, 



exploring the intersections of Canadian health care policy for the elderly and issues of accessibility 

and equitability. Joanna plans on pursuing her interests in health care policy upon graduation and 

hopes to continue her travels in South America to work in public health in the region.  

Ming Hwei Yek is in her final year in McGill University, completing her Honours B.Sc. degree 

in Psychology and a Minor in Management. She is interested in investigating the determinants of 

health outcomes and social problems such as violence and social injustice in developing countries. 

Her past experience as a teaching intern in Singapore and involvement in Peace by PEACE has 

given rise to an interest in researching education interventions as a means to reduce future social 

problems. After her degree, she plans to work in a non-profit organization or in the field of public 

health before furthering her education in Psychology. 

 


