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Alexandra Blair completed her master's in science in the Department of Psychiatry at McGill 

University, supervised by Dr. Norbert Schmitz at the Douglas Institute. Her master’s research 

focused on the causal linkages between neighborhoods and psychological outcomes in Canada.  At 

the IHSP, Alexandra worked with Dr. Frank Elgar on the Relative Deprivation and Adolescent 

Health project.  Alexandra is a national Millennium Scholar, and a recipient of a Master’s Training 

Award from the Fonds de la recherche en santé du Québec (FRSQ). Her research interests include 

the socio-ecological determinants of health, community-based health initiatives, and population 

mental health. 

Rosalinda Chen majored in Pharmacology and minored in Environment Studies at McGill 

University. While at the IHSP, she worked with Dr. Jill Baumgartner on the development of 

qualitative and quantitative measurements to investigate the climate and cardiovascular health 

impacts of a stove intervention program in rural China. During the summer of 2014, she worked 

alongside senior researchers to implement quality assurance and quality control procedures during 

the primary phase of data collection at the field site, and continued her work into the fall through 

an independent study on the barriers affecting stove adoption behaviour. In the future, she hopes 

to further her understanding of health through a medical degree. 



Julien Gagnon completed the last year of his B.Sc. in Microbiology and Immunology with a minor 

in Economics in the winter of 2014. His research interests include the cost effectiveness of 

treatment, particularly in the field of oncology, and the healthcare burden of chronic diseases. In 

2013, while interning at the McGill Division of Cancer Epidemiology, he helped develop and 

coordinate clinical trials investigating different interventions for HPV transmission, notably the 

CATCH and TRAP-HPV trials. On campus, Julien was the Editor in Chief of The Prognosis, 

McGill’s Student Global Health Journal, and has been involved with the Microbiology and 

Immunology Student Association. In his final semester, he conducted research in the context of 

the Healthier Societies Initiatives and was excited to discover the interrelatedness of health policy 

and patient outcomes. He would like to eventually apply this knowledge to a career in medicine. 

Jerry Lee studied Physiology and Economics at McGill. During her first internship at the IHSP 

in 2013, she studied the effect of income inequality on subjective well-being. During her second 

internship, she helped improve the use of social media at the institute as the Outreach and 

Communications intern. Through her time at the IHSP, Jerry developed a passion for learning 

about the intersection between global health and policy-making. Following her internship, Jerry 

interned for the Bill Clinton Foundation in New York, and she plans to pursue a master’s degree 

in health policy in the future. 

Kyle Ng graduated in April 2014 with a BSc majoring in Biochemistry and Political Science. His 

research interests include Canadian policies, income inequality and their interactions with medical 

conditions and access to healthcare. Kyle’s interest was developed through studying the Chez Soi 

program, as well as encountering acute medical conditions while volunteering at homeless shelters 

in Montreal. While at the IHSP, he did two projects under Professor Maioni on the Post-Chaoulli 

State of Quebec Healthcare, as well as Identifying Tobacco Policy Hypotheses in Canada. As part 

of the internship’s policy project, he also wrote an op-ed for the Mcgill Tribune on the Quebec 

2014 elections. Following graduation, Kyle intends to take the lessons from the IHSP internship 

into studies of Medicine and Public Health, in order to continue down the middle road of bridging 

the social with the biological.  

Chinmay Sharma was a first year PhD student at the Department of Economics at McGill 

University when he did his internship. He received his Honours Bachelor of Arts (HBA) from 

University of Toronto and his Master of Specialized Economic Analysis from the Graduate School 

of Economics (GSE) at the Universitat Pompeu Fabra (UPF) and Autonomous University of 

Barcelona (UAB). While at the IHSP, Chinmay investigated the effect of income rank on self 

reported life satisfaction in Australia using longitudinal data. Chinmay’s current interests include 

Applied Microeconometrics and working with microdata around family economics, gender-wage 

inequalities and health economics. 

Hugh Shiplett studied Economics as a Master's Qualifying Year student at McGill University 

during 2013-2014. He received his Bachelor of Arts from the University of Minnesota, Duluth in 

2010, with a double-major in Economics and Philosophy and a concentration in Environmental 

and Development Economics. At the IHSP he worked on the Urban Well-being project, 

aggregating micro-data on subjective well-being from the Canadian Community Health Survey to 

generate a public community-level well-being database. Upon completing the internship, he 

continued working on the analysis side of the project as a Research Assistant during the summer 



of 2014. Following his time at the IHSP, Hugh pursued his Master's in Economics at Queen's 

University in Kingston Ontario. Outside of academia, he is an avid guitarist, and enjoys studying 

history and computer science on the side. 

Allison Sibthorpe studied Psychology and Economics at McGill. While at the IHSP, Allison 

interned for the Healthier Societies Initiative. She researched Canadian Health systems 

characteristics and policies under the supervision of Kip Brown and Adriana Villota. Throughout 

her time she learn a tremendous amount about health policies and she plans to pursue a career in 

Health Law. Allison continues to be an active member of the International Relations student 

association of McGill and a member of Grant brothers boxing.  

Bronwen Tucker completed her BA & Sc in Environment with a minor in Economics in the 

winter of 2014. Her primary research interests are in finding equitable policies for climate change 

mitigation and adaptation. Bronwen has also been an intern at a climate change consultancy 

researching emissions reduction projects for agriculture, energy, and urban transport, and at the 

Sustainable Barbados Recycling Centre, doing research on diverting waste from landfills. She 

worked as a coordinator for the Divest McGill campaign and sat on the Student Ambassador Board 

for the McGill Office of Sustainability. During her time at the IHSP, Bronwen researched the 

equity effects of Quebec's new carbon cap-and-trade system with Professor Barrington-Leigh.  

Laurent-Charles Tremblay Lévesque graduated from McGill with a B.A. Honours in 

International Development and a minor in East Asian Cultural Studies. His CIDA funded summer 

internship with Nexos Voluntarios, a Peruvian NGO working in the field of nutrition and human 

rights in the Upper-Andes, has reinforced his keen interest towards the study of public and health 

policies in developing countries. As Co-President of Oxfam-McGill (2012-2014), he has been able 

to mobilize and organize several awareness campaigns revolving around issues of transnational 

justice and the right to food. During his internship at the IHSP, Laurent-Charles was affiliated to 

MACHEquity research team. His work was to examine key factors that influence the breastfeeding 

prevalence and duration in lower-middle-income countries.  

 


