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I. Highlights 

 

1. Outstanding success in operating grant and salary support competitions. 

2. Together with members of the Respiratory Division, Dr Behr led efforts to 

manage the large tuberculosis outbreak in the Aborginal community.  The efforts 

of the combined clinic were recognized with the Department of Medicine 

Outreach Award. 

3. Establishment of a new Tropical Diseases fellowship  

4. Establishment of a McGill  University Tuberculosis Centre.  

 

II. Past Year’s Activities  

 

1) Research 

 

1.  The Division continued its tradition of excellence in research in 2013 at 

multiple levels.  Members secured multiple new operating grants from CIHR, 

PSR-MDIEE, and industrial partners, most notably including a $12.3 million, 

four-year award from the Quebec Ministry of Finance and Medicago Inc to 

develop plant-made virus-like particle vaccines to prevent viral pneumonias in 

the elderly. The team, led by Brian Ward includes investigators from McGill, 

Université de Laval and U Sherbrooke.  In addition, in this year’s FRQS 

competition, Dr Yves Longtin, a new recruit to the JGH, received a Junior I 

Chercheur-Clinicien award and Dr Marina Klein received a prestigious 

Chercheur-National award. 

2.  Members also continued their tradition of publishing innovative and significant 

research at multiple levels.  Investigators continued to shed light into the basic 

pathogenesis of infectious diseases including identifying a role for vitamin D in 

the tuberculosis infection (Behr, PLoS Pathog. 2013;9(6)); and the molecular 

mechanism of Aspergillus adherence to host tissues (Sheppard, PLoS Pathog. 

2013;9(8)).  Similarly pivotal clinical studies reported on the identification of a 

new fungal pathogen (Yansouni, N Engl J Med. 2013 Oct 10;369(15):1416-24); 

the largest outbreak of measles in North America (Ward, J Infect Dis. 2013 Jan 

1); and the importance of diagnostic methods in the control of C. difficile colitis 

(Longtin, Clin Infect. Dis. 2013; 56(1): 67-73).   

3. The McGill University TB Centre was launched in March 2013 and has 

received provisional approval from the Senate to be a Senate-recognized 

McGill Centre.  

2) Teaching Activities 

 

1. We have created a new fellowship in Tropical and Parasitic Disease, which is in 

the final stage of approval by the faculty. We have already recruited and secured 

funding for our first fellow, who will start in 2015.  

2. The Infectious Diseases and Medical Microbiology training programs received 

full Royal College approval in the recent accreditation visit 
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3. Dr Libman was appointed the position of Director of Courses for the American 

Society for Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. 

 

3) Involvement in the community 

 

1. The MUHC TB clinics won the DOM outreach award in 2013 for their work on 

the TB outbreak. 

2. Dr. Greenaway (JGH) and co-investigators were awarded a $900,000 CIHR Grant 

looking at the accessibility to care for refugees under the new federal health 

program changes. 

 

III. Clinical activities 

 

1. During 2013 at the MUHC we began the process of integrating and streamlining 

the outpatient activities of the Infectious Diseases and Chronic Viral Illness 

Services in anticipation of the move to the Glen site. 

2. At the JGH site, Dr Teltscher has begun the implementation of an antimicrobial 

stewardship program 

 

IV. Objectives 

 

The most goal of our division this year is to manage the transition of ID and CVIS 

outpatient and inpatient services, teaching and research activities to the new site and 

overcome the challenges in space and resource limitations associated with the move. 

 


