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1. Purpose 

1.1 Setting up of broiler facility once the metal pens are in place. 
 
2. Responsibility 

2.1 Technician, Student Casual, Teaching Assistant (anyone responsible 
for the Broiler Lab)  

 
3. Materials 

3.1 Step ladder 
3.2 Screwdriver  
3.3 Nails/bolts/washers 
3.4 Vice grips 
3.5 Rake 
3.6 (24) 250 Watt light bulbs  
3.7 24 Heat lamps 
3.8 Hooks for ropes 
3.9 8-9ft Ropes 
3.10 24 bags of wood shavings 
3.11 24 Waterers 

 
4. Procedures 

(Once the facility that will house the broilers has been washed and 

disinfected, follow the below procedure for all 24 pens) 

4.1  Ropes need to be hung from the ceiling in the centre of each pen to 
suspend the waterers.  Ensure that the ropes extend to approximately 
1 ½ feet from the floor.  Do not put the waterers into place yet. 

4.2 Spread one bag of shavings on the floor of each pen.  Use the rake to 
break up any clumps in order to ensure consistency. 
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4.3 Install a 250 watt bulb into the light fixture in each of the pens.  Test 
lights to make sure they are working.  Turn heating/ventilation system 
one to three days before the chicks arrive, and turn the lights on 24 
hours before the chicks arrive to ensure the room is at optimal 
temperature when the birds arrive. 

4.4 Put together 24 feeders, ensuring that the middle section (total of 3 
sections) clips on to the base section; then install the top portion.  
When the broilers first arrive, the feeders must be placed in close 
proximity to the heat lamps.  As the birds grow, hang the feeders from 
the ceiling so they can more easily access their feed, adjusting the 
height regularly. 

4.5 Once the pens are set up, put the waterers in place.  This is left until 
last to avoid unnecessary spillage. 

4.6 Turn on the ventilation and heating system, ensuring the temperature I 
between 32 and 33 degrees C. 

4.7 When the broilers arrive, select random chicks from each box and 
weigh them as a group.  Random selection helps to provide a more 
accurate weight.  This procedure may vary, depending on the research 
protocol. 

4.8 The chicks must be closely observed at frequent intervals for the first 
24 hours to make sure they are eating and drinking, are in good health 
and settling in to their new surroundings. 

4.9 If the birds pile up under the heat lamp, this is an indication that the 
room is too cold.  This can lead to dehydration and decreased feed 
intake as the chicks will be unwilling to leave the warmth and comfort 
of the heat lamp to eat and drink.  Check the temperature of the room 
and increase gradually. 

4.10 If the chicks are far away from the heat lamp, this is an indication that 
the room is too hot.  This could cause stress to the birds and some 
loss of chicks.  Check the temperature and back it off to recommended 
temperature.  It is absolutely crucial to provide the best environment 
possible for the new chicks to keep them healthy and ensure optimal 
growth. 

4.11 As the birds grow, check on them at least twice/day.  Ensure that the 
lighting, temperature, feed and water levels are adequate and are 
following protocol. 

 
  

 
 
5. Special Procedures 

 
5.1  This procedure is completed depending on the professors’ needs 

and the frequency of the projects.   
 


