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CHAIR'S CORNER

Summer holidays!
Dea r MIMMers ,

We lcome to the la s t MIMM Bite s of the

2015 16 academic yea r. This is the 38th

issue of our newsle tte r. Because it

coincide s with the la s t newsle tte r of my

firs t te rm as Cha ir of the Depa rtment, I

thought tha t it would be a good time to

pause and brie fly look back a t whe re we

a re .

The Newsle tte rs from ove r 3.5 yea rs

re fle ct the life of the depa rtment and its

evolution. We have gone through

PUBLICATIONS

Decreas ing morta lity in Malaria
pa tients
Ma la ria is a seve re threa t to globa l hea lth

with an e s tima ted 300–500 million ca se s

annua lly and >1 million dea ths . The

clinica l symptoms of ma la ria occur a t the

blood s tage when pa ra s ite s rapidly

replica te and lyse red blood ce lls (RBCs)

le ading to anemia and high feve r. In

addition, pa ra s itized RBCs can become

trapped and cause le s ions in bra in

capilla rie s re sulting in ce rebra l ma la ria

(CM), the mos t le tha l form of the dise a se .

Ned a Mo rad i, a PhD. candida te , found

tha t combina tion of Cys with a rtemis inin

can s ignificantly improve condition during

initia l blood s tage . In addition,

potentia ting e ffe ct of Cys is broad and

improves activity of seve ra l a rtemis inin



cha llenging times but we have come out

s tronge r and invigora ted. Ove r the la s t 5

yea rs , our prima ry faculty ha s grown by

25%. Our depa rtment now include s more

CRCs than any othe r MIMM depa rtment

in Canada . Our pee r reviewed funding

has incre a sed by 61% and our

publica tion output ha s incre a sed by 17%.

Our depa rtment ha s the second la rge s t

unde rgradua te program in Microbiology

and Immunology in Canada , and

enrollment is incre a s ing s te adily. And

the se a re jus t a few example s .

This month’s MIMM Bite s is no exception

a s it conta ins more example s of

depa rtmenta l succe sse s , including Dr.

Albe rt Be rghuis ’ appointment a s Cha ir of

Biochemis try a t McGill, and Dr. Jorg Fritz

promotion to Associa te Profe ssor with

Tenure . Congra ts Albe rt and Jorg!

I know… There a re s till some

cha llenge s . But I am convinced tha t we

can tackle them and tackle them

succe ss fully.

As we look a t the summer break, I invite

you to enjoy the time with your family,

with your friends and with your

colle ague s . Do so with the inne r peace

tha t comes from the rea liza tion of a job

we ll done . Each and eve ry one of you,

a cademic and non academic s ta ff,

tra inee s and s tudents , have made of our

depa rtment a be tte r pla ce . And for this , I

s ince re ly thank you.

Yours in se rvice ,

Quim

ACHIEVEMENTS

deriva tive s used for clinica l tre a tment of

ma la ria in humans . Read this publica tion.

Unders tanding the ce ll response
in cancer and chronic infections
Ce lls communica te with each othe r

through the production and secre tion of

cytokine s (prote ins) in re sponse to an

infe ction. Ste fan ie F. Va lb o n , a U3

student, found tha t the se prote ins

influence the critica l immune ce lls tha t

play an important role in the control and

e limina tion of intra ce llula r pa thogens .

He r re sea rch provide s the inte rplay

be tween cytokine s and memory ce ll

functions tha t will impact the deve lopment

of vaccine s while he lping in

unde rs tanding the ce ll re sponse s in

cance r and chronic infections . Read this

publica tion.
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