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Timeline for Planning for Graduate Studies 

Take a variety of courses from 
different departments to learn more 
about your interests and abilities, 
and the University’s offerings. 

Balance your studies with 
interesting and fulfilling extra-
curricular activities. 

Look into the possibility of doing 
internships, exchanges, field study 
courses, study abroad. 

Work on achieving good grades. 

Look into the possibility of doing 
internship programs, field study 
courses, independent study courses, 
summer research, exchanges, and 
study abroad. 

Select your complementary and 
elective courses carefully with a mind 
to narrowing down your area of 
interest, and getting to know a few 
professors well. 

Learn about degree program 
requirements; investigate the 
requirements to get into an Honours 
program. 

Select the departmental programs of 
your choice. 

Meet with an appropriate departmental 
professor for additional information 
and advice. 

Work on improving your grades. 

 

Select an Honours program, if 
possible or appropriate. 

Choose your complementary 
and elective courses carefully,  

Register for internships, field study 
courses, independent study 
courses, summer research 
programs, exchanges, and study 
abroad. 

Write articles for undergraduate 
publications. 
 

Narrow down a selection of 
graduate programs and universities 
that interest you. Ensure that you 
meet their criteria for acceptance. 
 
 

 

Choose your complementary 
and elective courses carefully. 

Register for some courses at the 
500 level or higher. Consult the 
appropriate department. Note that 
Faculty and departmental 
permission is required to take 600 
level courses. 

Submit your applications for 
admission and for funding by the fall 
deadlines. 

Retake your GRE exams if your 
summer results were not strong. 

Evaluate any offers from Graduate 
schools carefully; if you’ve been 
accepted to more than one 
institution, you may have to do 
some further investigating to finalize 
your choice. 
 

Learn about degree program 
requirements; investigate the 
requirements needed to get 
into an Honours program. 

   Work on improving your grades. 

Meet with departmental professors for 
additional information and advice. 

Ask appropriate professors for 
letters of recommendation. 

Prepare your statement of purpose. 

 

Apply for fellowships and grants. 

Prepare to take the GRE exams 
over the summer. 

Investigate other options besides 
Graduate studies in case your 
application is not accepted. 

Work on improving your grades. 


