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Objectives 

1. Show all steps for the propagation of Aeschynanthus radicans or Lipstick plant 
using stem cuttings. 

2. Evaluate the effect of different stem cuttings node length on the propagation of 
Aeschynanthus radicans.  

Presentation of Lipstick plant 

The Lipstick plant is a specie, from Malaysia, that belongs to 
the Aeschynanthus genus, which is a group of tropical vines 
that are present from India to New Guinea. They are in the 
same family as the African violet, the Gesneriaceae. For 
horticultural purposes, the lipstick plant has red tubular 
flowers and is best grown in hanging pots.  

Technique used 

Vegetative Stem cuttings 

Softwood stem cuttings is the preferred propagation 
technique for lipstick plant. Obtain plant material that is 3 
nodes long and 5 cm long by cutting at a 45° angle just below 
a node on the propagated plant using clean razor blade. Plant 
material is washed under water to removed insects. Plant material should be free of 
flower buds and pathogens. Lower leaves are removed to let 2 to 4 leaves. IBA powder 
should be used. The cuttings are place in containers containing vermiculite and perlite. 
The rooting process will take place under a mist frame with bottom heat. It takes 2 to 4 
weeks for rooting. Perfect temperature is 23-27°C at the base and 20°C above ground. 
After, the plantlets are transplanted into an Agromix potting mixture, a G6. 

Results 

Stem cuttings is a really efficient for Aeschynanthus 
radicans. As seen in this experiment, rooting rates 
were of 20/20 for all treatments; 1 node, 3 nodes, 4 
nodes and 5 nodes, except for 2 nodes that had 19/20. 
This high rooting rate is probably explained by the fact 
that the stem cuttings were left in the mist frame for 
two extra weeks than the usual 3 weeks which is a bit 
too long.  



Rooting system were evaluated and empirical data was taken. The grading system was 
+, ++ and +++. One plus sign meant, there was some rooting but no more than 10 roots, 
also roots were from 0 to 2cm long in average. Two pluses meant rooting system had 10 
to 20 roots and root averaging at 2 to 4 cm long. Three pluses meant approximately 
more than 20 roots (this include all small secondary roots) and root length averaging 
more than 4 cm. 

Treatment 4, 1 node, had mostly, at 18/20, + rooting systems and 2/20 ++ rooting 
systems. Treatment 3, 2 nodes, had only ++ rooting systems. Treatment 2, 3 nodes, had 
12/20 rooting systems that were ++ and 8/20 rooting systems that had +++. Treatment 
1, 4 nodes, had 16/20 +++ rooting systems and 4/20 that were ++. Treatment 5, 5 nodes, 
had 20/20 strong +++ rooting systems.. 

Even if there is an error in terms of waiting time, the rooting rate of 1 node cuttings is 
interesting even though the rooting system is not as developed and strong as 3 nodes 
and more cuttings. The experiment should reduce and respect the waiting period. If 
results are similar, the 1 node cuttings offers an economical and successful option. 
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