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Appendix D

Open Forum on the Recommendations of the 2016 CAMSR Report on Divestment

Terms of Reference

Mandate

On April 6, 2016, in a letter to Divest McGill, Principal Suzanne Fortier committed to
holding open forums in Fall 2016 “to continue the community’s dialogue on sustainability
and the CAMSR report recommendations.” Consistent with this commitment, | am
mandating Professor Frédéric Bachand, Faculty of Law, to chair an Open Forum on
implementing the key recommendations of the CAMSR Report. In particular, the Open
Forum will seek input from the community on two key matters:

e creating a “comprehensive climate action plan” to reduce measurably McGill’s
own carbon footprint while expanding initiatives in sustainability research and
education, and;

e developing concrete measures to ensure our investments comply with recognized
Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) principles.

Process
The Open Forum will consist of three open meetings in September 2016, two on the
Downtown Campus and one at the Macdonald Campus. The open meetings will be live-

streamed, and provisions for feedback via electronic means will be made available.

The Chair will be responsible for ensuring the effective operation of the Open Forum and
for reporting on its proceedings to the University’s administrative and governance bodies.

The Chair shall convene a small committee (4-6 members) of faculty, staff, and students
to provide input on the form and focus of the Open Forum, consistent with the mandate

of these terms of reference.

The Chair will be provided appropriate logistical, administrative, research, and technical
support.

Reporting

The Chair shall provide a written report summarizing the views expressed during the Open
Forum to the University Senate and Board of Governors no later than 31 October 2016.
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Appendix E

1endations of the 2016
Report on Divestment

Friday, September 23, 2016, 3:00-5:00, Moot Court, New
Chancellor Day Hall

Wednesday, September 28, 2016, 2:00-4:00, Thomson House
Ballroom

Friday, September 30, 2016, 10:30-12:30, Macdonald Stewart
Building, Faculty Lounge (MS2-022)

42


test
Text Box
Appendix E


Why we’re here

Divest McGill’'s 2015 Expression of Concern to CAMSR
CAMSR’s power to make recommendations to the Board

CAMSR’s March 2016 report
® Divestment not justified: “grave injurious impact” test not met

® But: further sustainability-related initiatives should be undertaken
® Socially-responsible investment practices
® Comprehensive action plan (research/education, carbon footprint)

The Board of Governors’ endorsement of CAMSR’s report

Principal Fortier’s April 6, 2016 letter (Open Forum to be held)
® Three open meetings

® Written report to McGill by the end of October
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Focus and purpose of the open meetings

“[To] seek input from the community on two key matters:

® creating a “comprehensive climate action plan” to reduce measurably McGill’s own
carbon footprint while expanding initiatives in sustainability research and education;
and

® developing concrete measures to ensure our investments comply with recognized
Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) principles.”

The Advisory Committee
® Mr. David Aird (SSMU)
® Prof. Jaye Ellis (School of Environment/Faculty of Law)
® Ms. Sophie Leblanc (Office of Investments)
® Mr. Jed Lenetsky (Divest McGill)
® Ms. Selina Liu (PGSS)
® Mr. Frangois Miller (Office of Sustainability)

www.mcgill.ca/ofs2016 + openforum.sustainability@mcgill.ca
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Some context

Sustainability at McGill

2005: CAMSR created

2007: start of two-year consultation process

2009: Office of Sustainability, Sustainability Projects Fund
2010: Sustainability Policy, Energy Management Plan
2012: start of two-year consultation process

2013: McGill Strategic Research Plan

2014: Vision 2020 (research, education, connectivity, operations,
governance/administration)
2016—
® Development of Sustainability and Climate Action Plan 2017-2020
® |nvestment Committee to report on socially responsible investment
Advisory Council on Sustainability to be established by Fall 2016
$10M commitment to support sustainability science research
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Two matters, three topics

I.LA) “Comprehensive climate action plan”—McGill’s carbon footprint

® |s there any way to further reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from—

Stationary combustion (buildings)?
Directly funded air travel?
Commuting?

Livestock?

For GHG emissions that can’t be eliminated, is carbon offsetting a viable option for
McGill?

Other mechanisms that could be implemented to further reduce McGill’s carbon
footprint?

Are there any inspiring initiatives related to carbon footprint reduction that could be
applied to the McGill context?

Is a carbon-neutral university possible and realistic?
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Two matters, three topics

I.B) “Comprehensive climate action plan”—Education and research

What are the benefits of interdisciplinary programs for environment and
sustainability? Should more effort be put into building such programs?

What are the benefits of discipline-specific focus on environment and
sustainability?

Should literacy in environment and sustainability be a requirement in all
programs!?

Should the emphasis be on courses that are discipline-specific, or on general
courses that are accessible from all disciplines?

What learning opportunities beyond the classroom are the most effective?

How could learning about environment and sustainability be enhanced in non-
environment courses, including introductory and methods-based courses?

Models of environmental education that McGill could look to as examples?
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Two matters, three topics

2. McGill’s investments and ESG Principles

Should McGill sign on to the UN’s Principles for Responsible Investment?
What values should shape McGill’s investment policy?

What role should McGill’s investments play in shaping Canadian society and
policy?

Do McGill’s investments influence your relationship with the university? What
effect do they have on you as a community member?

What changes to McGill investment policy would like to see made?
Do McGill’s current investments reflect community values? Should they?
How can these values be better implemented?

What does environmentally/socially responsible investing mean to you!?
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