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 Will focus primarily on journal articles
 Though similar issues apply to research data, monographs, theses…

 Some core open access drivers and issues

 Brief discussion time

 Tri‐Agency Open Access Policy on Publications

 More brief discussion time

 Debunking some Open Access myths

 The risks of predatory publishing

 Closing discussion

Agenda for today
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Some big news revealed in an open access journal
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And again, for Homo naledi
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Nobel Laureate goes open access, pre‐review
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What if the writeup is only available by subscription?
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Open Access is increasingly in the news
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Mandates are growing ‐ funders
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http://http://roarmap.eprints.org/



Mandates are growing ‐ institutions
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http://http://roarmap.eprints.org/



Subscription 
prices are a 
problem
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No university is immune
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More recently, and in Canada
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Types of Open Access

30 March 2016 Academic Leadership Forum

GREEN
Open Access

GOLD
Open Access

Pre‐print servers

Free‐to‐publish open access journals

Disciplinary repositories

Institutional repositories

Hybrid journals

Open access journals with Article 
Processing ChargesArticle sharing sites

Personal web site



Funding Article Processing Charges
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McGill is a supportermember
15% discount off APC

McGill is not a member
Membership would 

cover the APC

McGill is not a member
Institutions can pre pay 

to cover APCs



Other McGill institutional support for Open Access
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 New Tri‐Agency Open Access Policy on Publications

 And later…
 Dispelling some open access myths
 Risk from predatory publishers

Coming up next
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 Do you or members of your department share articles 
outside of the formal published versions? How?

 Do you discover articles you need that you can’t get 
access to through McGill subscriptions? What do you 
do in those cases?

But first: Discussion questions
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Tri‐Agency Open Access Policy on 
Publications



 53% of McGill’s research funding ($252M) comes from federal 
sources

 $158M from Tri‐Agencies
 Market share of 8.3%
 3rd in Canada (behind UT, UBC)

 McGill’s sponsored research funding is 4th in Canada
 Behind UT, U de M, UBC
 Ahead of UA

 McGill is 2nd in “research intensity” in Canada for the second 
straight year

Why is this important?

Source: https://www.mcgill.ca/senate/files/senate/7._d15‐30_annual_report_research_and_innovation_2015.pdf
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 Peer reviewed journal publications

 …arising out of SSHRC, NSERC, CIHR grants

 …awarded after May 1, 2015

 …must be made freely available within 12 months of publication

 Follows a late 2013 public consultation
 201 responses
 With predictably mixed opinions

The policy
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 SSHRC, NSERC: brand new!

 CIHR: continues the same policy
 In place since January 2013 
 Affecting grants awarded since January 2008

 Note the policy doesn’t cover research data (yet)

What’s changed
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 Committing to academic freedom, and the right to publish;

 Recognizing the critical importance of peer review to the scholarly 
communication ecosystem;

 Maintaining the high standards and quality of research by committing 
to academic openness and responsible conduct of research;

 Promoting recognized research best practices and standards across 
disciplines, and embracing and sharing emerging practices and 
standards;

 Advancing academic research, science and innovation;

 Effective dissemination of research results; and

 Aligning activities and policies between Canadian and international 
research funding agencies.

Principles guiding the policy
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Deposit in an open access repository
(eScholarship@McGill, or one for your discipline)

OR

Publish in an open access journal
(article processing charges are allowable grant expenses)

How to comply
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 “…the final full‐text peer‐reviewed manuscript (the post‐print)”

 “…or the published version where allowable”

 “The final full‐text peer‐reviewed manuscript must include all 
tables, figures, images and appendices.”

Which version must be made available?
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Publisher deposit policies
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http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo

73% of publishers 
have default archiving 
policies consistent 
with the Tri‐Agency 

mandates.



Checking a journal’s policy
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Most authoritative source is your publishing agreement!

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo

http://www.mcgill.ca/library/services/open‐access/
tri‐agency/check‐journal‐compliance



Nature is Tri‐Agency compliant
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As is Science
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eScholarship@McGill
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McGill Library deposit services for eScholarship
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Finding OA journals
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http://www.doaj.org



 Dispelling some open access myths

 Risk from predatory publishers

Coming up next
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 When publishing, do you use any of these strategies?
 Do you routinely deposit your work in an open access repository?
 Do you publish in open access venues with the goal of reaching wider 

audiences?
 Do you read your publishing agreements carefully? 
 Do you negotiate with publishers for archiving rights, embargo times, or 

not transferring copyright?

 What about others in your department?

 Where do you encourage your junior colleagues to 
publish?

But first: Discussion questions
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Open Access: Debunking Some 
Myths



MYTH: OA journals aren’t peer reviewed
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Refereed/Peer‐
reviewed, 
72,877, 62% 

Non Refereed/
Peer‐reviewed, 
45,535, 38% 

Of 118,412 Journals, Ac ve and 
Academic/Scholarly 



MYTH: All Open Access journals are predatory
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 Experiences with predatory publishing
 Dr. Eduardo Franco
 Chair, Oncology

Researchers need to be vigilant



Eduardo L. Franco, DrPH, FRSC, FCAHS
Professor and Chair, Department of Oncology

Director, Division of Cancer Epidemiology
McGill University, Montreal

Editor-in-Chief, Preventive Medicine

The Shifting Paradigm of 
Academic Publishing In the 

Biomedical Sciences

Academic Leadership Forum
Faculty Club, March 30, 2016



• Since 1976: Biomedical researcher and mentor of >120 early 
career scientists

• Since 2004: Editorial Board Member, PLOS Medicine

• Since 2011: Departmental Chair at McGill (220 professors)

• Since 2012: Editorial Board Member, eLife

• Since 2013: Editor-in-Chief, Preventive Medicine

• Since 2014: Founding Editor, Preventive Medicine Reports

My perspective (and competing interests)



The natural history of a paradigm shift (1)

• The advent of the Internet in the mid-90’s and the 
birth of electronic publishing;

• More scientists alive and working today than at any 
point in history;

• Accessibility of scientific findings to the population;

• Increased media attention leads to more scrutiny of 
scientific findings;



• Case studies of scientific misconduct become 
public domain;

• Breakdown of public confidence in science and 
scientists;

• Frustration with publish-or-perish model leads to 
pleas for more transparency and abolition of pre-
publication peer review.

• Frustration with the reader-pays business model 
leads to Open Access movement

The natural history of a paradigm shift (2)



• PLOS One launched in 2006: the ‘sound science’ 
concept

• SF Declaration of 2012 condemns the exclusive 
use of impact factors as metrics for defining 
scientific value and calls for a diversity of indicators 
of quality;

• The pandemic of predatory publishers and vanity 
conferences;

• Further loss of confidence in science and 
scientists;

The natural history of a paradigm shift (3)



• Traditional publishers expand their markets by attracting 
‘sound science’ papers that would not normally be accepted 
in their main journals;

• Experimentation with post-publication peer-review;

• Experimentation with publication and curation of reviewers 
critiques; 

• Experimentation with publication of supplementary data 
independently of the original article;

• Experimentation with paid, independent peer review.

The natural history of a paradigm shift (4)



Number of articles in Scopus and PubMed databases
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• Electronic publishing lowered enormously the costs of 
maintaining scientific journals

• Prohibitive subscription prices for flagship journals; academic 
libraries cannot afford them.

• Institutions forced to subscribe to packaged journals.

• “Arab spring” against major publishing houses; Elsevier 
boycotted by ~10,000 scientists.

• Big business: Elsevier, the largest academic publisher, had a 
profit of $1.38 billion on revenues of $3.54 billion.

Greedy Publishers



Year Papers 
published Milestone Impact Factor 

(JCR)

2006 138 Beta testing
2007 1235
2008 2720
2009 4402 3rd largest in the world 4.351
2010 6752 Largest in the world 4.411
2011 13803 1 in 73 of all PubMed articles 4.092
2012 23476 1 in 46 of all PubMed entries 3.730
2013 31571 1 in 36 of all PubMed entries 3.534
2014 30202 1 in 39 of all PubMed entries 3.234
2015 29800 1 in 42 of all PubMed entries pending

Growth of PLoS ONE, an open access journal 
based on sound science and not on relevance

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PLoS_ONE#Output (complemented and corrected with PubMed search on March 30, 2016)



Year Number of publishers

2011 18

2012 23

2013 225

2014 477

2015 693

2016 923

Jeffrey Beall’s List of Potential, Possible, 
or Probable Predatory Publishers 

https://scholarlyoa.com/2016/01/05/bealls-list-of-predatory-publishers-2016/ (accessed Feb 11, 2016)



Established and Reputable Academic 
Publishers *

Academic Press Elsevier Little & Brown Salem Press

Addison-Wesley G.K. Hall Macmillan Saunders College Pub.

Beacon Press Greenwood Press McFarland Simon and Schuster

Belhaven Press Harcourt, Brace & Co. McGraw-Hill Springer (BMC**)

Berkley Publishing Harper National Academy Press Springer-Verlag

Blackwell Harper & Row Oxford University Press Van Nostrand

Chapman & Hall HarperCollins Publishers Pantheon Books W.H. Freeman

Charles Scribner's Sons Holt, Rinehart and Winston Penguin Books Wiley

Clarendon Press Karger Prentice Hall Williams & Williams

Crown Publishers Kluwer Academic Publishers Random House Wolters-Kluwer

De Gruyter Knopf Rowman & Littlefield Public Library of Science **

Dutton Lippincott Sage Publications eLife **

* Not an exhaustive list                                        ** Exclusively Open Access



“… the assumption is that a citation has 
value. But why is it valuable? It is valuable 
because it defines a notion of credit and 
attribution in scientific communication. It is 
the mechanism by which one author 
explicitly indicates that he or she has been 
influenced by the thinking or the work of 
another author.”

Bollen J. Attribution and Credit: Beyond Print and Citations. In: Uhlir PF (Ed.) For Attribution --
Developing Data Attribution and Citation Practices and Standards: Summary of an International 
Workshop. Board on Research Data and Information; Policy and Global Affairs; National Research 
Council, 2012 (ISBN 978-0-309-26728-1)

Why do we value citations in science?



The difficulty in deciding the best way to 
judge the quality and value of scientific 

papers

Eyre-Walker A, Stoletzki N (2013) The Assessment of Science: The Relative 
Merits of Post-Publication Review, the Impact Factor, and the Number of Citations. 
PLoS Biol 11(10): e1001675. doi:10.1371/journal.pbio.1001675

“… scientists are poor at judging scientific merit and 
the likely impact of a paper, […] we argue that 
although it is likely to be poor, the impact factor, 
of the journal in which a paper is published, may 
be the best measure of scientific merit currently 
available.”



A cottage industry: Bogus Impact Factor Companies (as of late 
2014)

Advanced Science Index
American Standards for Journals and Research (ASJR)
CiteFactor
Directory of Indexing and Impact Factor (DIIF)
Directory of Journal Quality Factor
Einstein Institute for Scientific Information (EISI)
General Impact Factor
Global Impact Factor
IndexCopernicus
Institute for Science Information (ISI)
International Impact Factor Services
International Institute for Research
International Scientific Indexing (ISI)
International Society for Research Activity (ISRA)  
Journal Impact Factor (JIF)
Journals Impact Factor (JIFACTOR)
Journal Influence Factor
Journals Consortium. Journal Influence Factor (JIF)
JPR Impact Factor
Open Academic Journals Index
Pubicon Science Index
Scientific Indexing Services (SIS)
Scientific Jornal Impact Factor
SCIJOURNAL.ORG (International Scientific Institute)
Universal Impact Factor

http://scholarlyoa.com/other‐pages/misleading‐metrics/



For-profit exploitation of the Open 
Access concept in scientific publishing: 

Predatory publishers and conference 
organizers (a.k.a. ‘vanity presses’)

• Foremost, beware of OMICS, BIT, Jacobs

• Invitation emails that start with “Greetings”

• Adulatory emails with invitation to contribute an 
article or speak at a conference

• Do not respond to emails with an inquiry for 
more information



From: Journal of HIV for Clinical and Scientific Research [mailto:mail.hiv@peertechz.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2016 3:19 AM
To: Eduardo Franco, Dr. <eduardo.franco@mcgill.ca>
Subject: Publish all your pending manuscripts in one click-JHCSR
Journal of HIV for Clinical and Scientific Research - ISSN: 2455-3786 

Dear Eduardo L Franco,
Greetings for the day! 
Peertechz salutes you for your compendium of writings which immensely help the global society and 
their descendants understand and shed light on and about Journal of HIV for Clinical and 
Scientific Research. Your published manuscripts are evidence that you have innate ability and 
prodigies for research and writing.
Peertechz publishes diverse range of scientific disciplines. We have open access policy, single blinded peer 
review system and we wholly adhere to the ethical and publication guidelines of COPE. 
But then again, we know that to gain the affection of an elegant author like you, we require some 
unmatchable spheres. So, here we are for you with some expounding uniqueness:
• Shortest publication lead time: Systematic peer review and rapid publication is the foremost vision of 
Peertechz. 
• EPUB format: Our file format (.epub) enables anybody to access and read your scholarly work from 
anywhere via smartphones, tablets, computers etc.
• Narrate your manuscript: Just narrate and record your dream manuscript in MP3 format, we will take care 
of its publication.
• Manuscript promotion: Peertechz has various avenues to ensure that your important contribution gets 
maximum readership. 
We urge you to write and send manuscripts on the following, but not limited to, disciplines of Journal of HIV 
for Clinical and Scientific Research:
Ability Of HIV; Micrornas; Long Terminal Repeat; Microglial Cells; Viral Tropism; HIV transmission; Myeloid 
dendritic cells; Spermatozoa; Complementary DNA; Viral DNA
Join your writing ambitions with us and we assure that your manuscripts reach maximum hands. 
We invite you passionately to join Peertechz family.
Deadline for seeking submissions would be April 20, 2016.
Best regards,
Vishwa A
Journal Managing Editor
Editorial Office-Peertechz.com
Tel: +91 40 23833479
Email: mail.hiv@peertechz.com; hiv.peertechz@gmail.com 



From: Editor‐jcmhe [editor.jcmhe@omicsgroup.biz]
Sent: Saturday, September 27, 2014 10:33 AM
To: Preventive Medicine
Subject: Communicable Disease
Dear Dr. Eduardo L Franco
Pleasant Greetings!!
Journal of Community Medicine & Health Education is Elated to inform you that you are urged to 
submit any type of article such as Research, Review, Case report, Letter to Editor, Commentary related 
to the topics like Health Education, Mother & Child health, Nutrition, Expanded program of 
Immunization, Safe drinking water and Sanitation, Control of Endemic Diseases, Treatment of Endemic 
Diseases, Provision of Essential Drugs.
For more details about the journal, please visit: http://omicsonline.org/community‐medicine‐health‐
education.php
Please submit your manuscript at: http://www.editorialmanager.com/medicalsciences (OR) by e‐mail to 
editor.jcmhe@omicsonline.org
I would be Gleeful, if you could submit the article by October 20th 2014. If it is not Viable for you in this 
October, then please let me know your Attainable time to contribute. I will be waiting for your reply.
Have a Nice and Joyous day!
With Regards
Cressida Winslet
Editorial Assistant 
Journal of Community Medicine & Health Education
731 Gull Ave, Foster City
CA 94404, USA
Phone: +1‐650‐268‐9744
Fax: +1‐650‐618‐1414



44 OMICS Journals with address at 731 Gull Avenue, Foster City, CA 
94404, USA

(based on surveillance of my emails from November 2014 to 
November 2015)

Advances in Cancer Prevention Journal of Ergonomics: Open Access
Cervical Cancer Open Access Journal of Gastrointestinal Cancer and Stromal Tumors
Chemical Engineering and Process Technology Journal Journal of Hematology and Thromboembolic Diseases
Clinical Microbiology-Open Access Journal of Integrative Oncology
Family Medicine and Medical Science Research Journal of Microbial & Biochemical Technology
Gynecology & Obstetrics - Open Access Journal of Molecular and Genetic Medicine
Internal Medicine: Open Access Journal of Neonatal Biology 
International Journal of Clinical & Medical Imaging Journal of Nephrology and Therapeutics
Journal of AIDS & Clinical Research Journal of Neuroinfectious Diseases
Journal of Allergy and Therapy Journal of Nuclear Medicine and Radiation Therapy
Journal of Ancient Diseases & Preventive Remedies Journal of Oncology Translational Research
Journal of Antivirals & Antiretrovirals Journal of Oral Hygiene & Health
Journal of Biosensors and Bioelectronics Journal of Palliative Care & Medicine
Journal of Cancer Biomarkers Journal of Pigmentary Disorders 
Journal of Cancer Science & Therapy Journal of Pregnancy & Child Health
Journal of Carcinogenesis & Mutagenesis Journal of Tissue Science & Engineering
Journal of Clinical & Cellular Immunology Journal of Vaccines & Vaccination
Journal of Clinical Diagnosis and Research Journal of Women's Health Care
Journal of Clinical Microbiology Natural Products Chemistry & Research Journal
Journal of Community Medicine & Health Education Reproductive System & Sexual Disorders Journal
Journal of Cytology & Histology Review of Public Administration and Management Journal
Journal of Environmental & Analytical Toxicology Tropical Medicine and Surgery



Five OMICS Conferences advertised from 731 
Gull Avenue, Foster City, CA 94404, USA

(based on surveillance of my emails from November 2014 to 
November 2015)

3rd International Congress on Bacteriology & Infectious Diseases, August 04-
06, 2015, Valencia, Spain

Global Summit on Telemedicine & eHealth, August 17-19, 2015, Houston, 
Texas

International conference on Parkinson’s Disease and Movement Disorders, 
August 11-13, 2015, Frankfurt, Germany

International Conference on Alzheimer's Disease and Dementia, August 31 –
September 02, 2015, Toronto, Canada

2nd International Conference on Health Informatics & Technology, July 27-
29, 2015, Valencia, Spain



48 Editorial Assistants signing journal and 
conference invitations with address at 731 Gull 

Avenue, Foster City, CA 94404, USA
Alina Grace Cyrene Janet Sherry Neel K

Amanda Venis Dabila M Jerry Pinto Regandla RK

Angelika Galiana Daniel Chris John Dogulas Robert Johnson

Angelina Andrews Daphne Dawson John Kimberly Sarah James

Anna Melissa Das PS Kate Evelyn Sherlyn R Ruth

Anna Merecz Datta A Kathie Kaif Sherylyn Brown

Anne Mardy David Gorantl Kathy Andrews Shiva

Azalea Liddi-Brown Dean Parker Katie Flores Sid Crick

Christina Froster Dominic Martinez Margret Wilson Sidrila Martin

Christina Stevens Gabrielle Solis Michael Clarke Sowmya Puli

Cressida Winslet Gracia S Oliver Mollety SL Stephen Bruce

Cynthia C Hannah Paul Nair A V Vimala

Based on surveillance of my emails from November 2014 to November 2015



731 Gull Avenue, Foster City, CA 94404, USA



Imitation as the highest form of flattery…

http://www.journals.elsevier.com/preventive‐medicine (accessed March 30, 2016)



http://preventive‐medicine.imedpub.com/ (accessed March 30, 2016)



Elsevier’s Preventive Medicine’s Original Scope & Aims: 
(http://www.journals.elsevier.com/preventive‐medicine) 

“Founded in 1972 by Ernst Wynder, Preventive Medicine is an international scholarly journal that 
publishes original articles on the science and practice of disease prevention, health promotion, and 
public health policymaking. Preventive Medicine aims to reward innovation. It will favor insightful 
observational studies, thoughtful explorations of health data, unsuspected new angles for existing 
hypotheses, robust randomized controlled trials, and impartial systematic reviews. Preventive 
Medicine's ultimate goal is to publish research that will have an impact on the work of practitioners of 
disease prevention and health promotion, as well as of related disciplines.”

IMedPub’s Journal of Preventive Medicine ‘About’ page: (http://preventive‐
medicine.imedpub.com/) (IMedPub is owned by OMICS)

“Preventive Medicine is a global intellectual journal that encourages prompt publication of original 
articles on the science and practice of disease hindrance, health promotion, and public health 
policymaking. Preventive medicine aims to reward innovation. It will favor perceptive empiric studies, 
thoughtful explorations of health knowledge, and unsuspected new angles for existing hypotheses, 
sturdy randomised controlled trials, and impartial systematic reviews. Preventive Medicine's final goal 
is to publish research work that may have an impression on the work of practitioners of disease 
hindrance and health promotion, furthermore as of connected disciplines.”

A few words were changed, but it is essentially a shameless copy of our text.

Imitation as the highest form of flattery…



http://dental.conferenceseries.com/ (accessed 
March 21, 2016)

Text taken from the conference website:
“Epidemiology is the science that studies 
the patterns, causes, and effects of health and 
disease conditions in defined populations. It is 
the cornerstone of public health, and shapes 
policy decisions and evidence‐based practice 
by identifying risk factors for disease and 
targets for preventive healthcare. 
Epidemiology is the study of how often 
diseases occur in different groups of people 
and why. Epidemiological information is used 
to plan and evaluate strategies to 
prevent illness and as a guide to 
the management of patients in 
whom disease has already developed.”

Copied from: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epidemiol
ogy

Copied from: 
http://www.bmj.com/about‐
bmj/resources‐
readers/publications/epidemiology‐
uninitiated/1‐what‐epidemiology

Sources



From: Editor‐Jacobs Journal of AIDS/HIV [mailto:hiv@jacobspublishers.co] 
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2016 5:56 PM
To: Eduardo Franco, Dr. <eduardo.franco@mcgill.ca>
Subject:Manuscript Request for AIDS/ HIV Journal 

Dear Dr. Eduardo L Franco,

Wishes for the day!

HIV stands for human immunodeficiency virus. If left untreated, HIV can lead to the disease AIDS (Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome). There is
currently no cure for HIV or AIDS. However, with the right treatment and support, people can live long and healthy lives with HIV. To do this, it is
especially important to take treatment correctly and deal with any possible side-effects.

HIV attacks the body’s immune system, specifically the CD4 cells (T cells), which help the immune system fight off infections. If left untreated, HIV
reduces the number of CD4 cells (T cells) in the body, making the person more likely to get infections or infection-related cancers. Over time, HIV can
destroy so many of these cells that the body can’t fight off infections and disease.

These opportunistic infections or cancers take advantage of a very weak immune system and signal that the person has AIDS, the last state of HIV infection.

Jacobs Journal of AIDS/ HIV (JJAH) [ISSN 2381-2672], is a the journal that has been launched in the year 2015 to address the ongoing problems
associated with HIV and publishes articles that deal most with the prevention, control of AIDS. It welcomes researchers in AIDS research to furnish their
ongoing research contributions for the upcoming Volume 2, Issue 1.

To see the Journal website: http://hivandaids.jacobspublishers.com/

We have a Student’s Edition that publishes articles with reduced fee than the usual fee.

Please do not hesitate to mail us for further queries/submissions.

Regards

Neil Jacobson
Jacobs Journal of AIDS/ HIV
Jacobs Publishers
9600 Great Hills
Trail # 150 w
Austin, Texas
78759(Travis County)
E-mail: hiv@jacobspublishers.international

A predatory publishers’ blatant 
plagiarism of a US government 
website
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From:Monica [mailto:jennifer04@iddst‐2015.com] 
Sent:Monday, October 05, 2015 3:50 AM
To: Eduardo Franco, Dr. <eduardo.franco@mcgill.ca>
Subject: Oral Speech invited to CMCB‐2016, Dalian, China

Dear Eduardo L Franco, 
Viruses can enter cells by mechanisms such as the classic virus‐receptor interactions, cell‐cell fusion and newly observed 
pathways that are currently being investigated. Similarly, viral exit from infected cells can follow the paradigms of cell 
lysis or viral budding, but new mechanisms such as unconventional secretion and exosome formation are emerging. 
Viruses in the process of entering or exiting cells should be especially vulnerable to antivirals because of their 
accessibility and because the formation of oligomeric structures that mix drug‐susceptible and drug‐resistant capsids 
can suppress the emergence of drug‐resistant viruses. However, these steps are more difficult to target biochemically 
due to the lack of readily assayed enzymatic activity.
The recent research aboutMethylation of viral and host genes and severity of cervical lesions associated with human 
papilloma... of your team are very encouraging, I am writing to welcome you to make a presentation in the Forum 6‐9: 
Viruses & Cells at 6th Annual World Congress of Molecular & Cell Biology (CMCB‐2016), which will be held during World 
DNA Day on April 25‐28, 2016, Dalian, China. It can be a big shot for the viruses research to address the advances in the 
past years, major issues, barriers, and future directions to help your international colleagues to accelerate the
development of this research field. We believe this forum can provide your team with best promotion channels in this 
rapidly developing field.
For more information about CMCB‐2016, we will keep you posted on the website at: 
http://www.bitcongress.com/cmcb2016/.
Your sincerely,
Monica
Event Coordinator of CMCB‐2016
BIT Congress, Inc.
Tel: 0086‐411‐84799609‐839
Fax: 0086‐411‐84799629 
Email: monica@cmcbcongress.com

Plagiarized from another conference
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Conclusions (mostly take-home thoughts)

• Unquestionably, OA democratized access to scientific 
knowledge.

• However, OA and electronic publishing also triggered an 
epidemic of predatory publishers (PP).

• PPs were quick also in sensing a business opportunity with 
vanity conferences.

• PPs crave credibility: (i) store fronts in Western countries; 
(ii) spawned a cottage industry of pseudo-impact factors for 
hire.

• We must guide colleagues to choose journals that adhere to 
high standards of scholarship.



An additional tool

http://thinkchecksubmit.org/
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 Evidence of at least some Open Access journals in top 
quality (eg by impact factor) ranges

 Citation rates for Open Access articles have been 
studied
 Typically in individual disciplines
 Many show an advantage
 But some do not
 Not a disadvantage

MYTH: Open Access journals are lower quality
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MYTH: Publishing OA always costs the author money

30 March 2016 Academic Leadership Forum

http://www.doaj.org

no, 10150, 
89%

yes, 1317, 
11%

DOAJ Journals With APCs



 Publishing (especially articles) is rapidly changing

 There are many different ways to make your work Open Access

 It can be easier than you think

 There are some benefits from doing so

 No fundamental reason Open Access work has to be different 
than work published in subscription journals

 There are many resources to assist you
 Especially from the McGill Library!

Bottom line
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 Get to know the complexity of the issues

 Stand up for, and assist, your students and early career peers

 Combat myths as you hear them repeated

 Choose carefully where to publish, review, and serve in editorial 
capacities

 Review your publishing agreements

 Publishing will go where the academy drives it

YOU can help
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 What other obstacles to making your work Open Access do you 
encounter?

 How can our scholarly communications system best evolve to 
produce quality research that’s widely accessible?

 What else be done to support researchers making their work 
Open Access?

Wrap‐up discussion
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