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 SOCI 445: Advanced Sociological Theory 

 

Fridays, 12.35-2.25, Leacock 210 
 

Instructor: John A. Hall                                                                 Office: Leacock 725 

Email:  john.a.hall@mcgill.ca                                                         Office Hours: By appointment 

 

This course has a theme: classical and modern sociological works dealing with capitalist society. 

The theories considered show how power, nation and size interfere with market mechanisms. 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

 

Assessment: One final paper, topic to be agreed with me.  

 

Books: Please purchase from Amazon copies of The Great Transformation (Polanyi), Capitalism, 

Socialism and Democracy (Schumpeter), Keynes: A Very Short Introduction (R. Skidelsky) and 

Does Capitalism Have a Future (Wallerstein et al). 

 

NOTE  

 

McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand 

the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences 

under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures 

(www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information).  

L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par 

conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et 

autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles 

actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de 

plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). 

  

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students have the 

right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.  

Conformément à  la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a 

le droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le 

cas des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). 

 

September 25:   Adam Smith 

 

Adam Smith   The Theory of Moral Sentiments (available online, free), parts 1-5 

Deborah A. Boucoyannis  `The Equalizing Hand: Why Adam Smith Thought the Market 

Should Produce Wealth without Steep Inequality’ in Perspectives on 

Politics 2013 

(http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=9122037 ) 
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October 2:   Friedrich List 

 

R. Szporluk   Communism and Nationalism 

D. Lieven   `Dilemmas of Empire, 1850-1918: Power, Territory, Identity’ 

 

October 9:   Karl Polanyi 

 

Karl Polanyi   The Great Transformation 

 

October 16:   Joseph Schumpeter 

 

Joseph Schumpeter  Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy 

 

October 23:   Maynard Keynes  

 

Robert Skidelsky  Keynes: A Very Short Introduction 

 

October 30:   Albert Hirschman 

 

Albert Hirschman  The Essential Hirschman 

 

November 6:   Peter Katzenstein 

 

Peter Katzenstein  Small States in World Markets 

 

November 13:   Fred Hirsch 

 

Fred Hirsch   Social Limits to Growth 

 

November 20:   Thomas Piketty (1) 

 

Thomas Piketty  Capital in the Twenty-First Century   

 

December 4:               Thomas Piketty (2) 

 

Thomas Piketty  Capital in the Twenty-First Century 

 

December 11:   Does Capitalism Have a Future? 

 

I. Wallerstein et al.  Does Capitalism Have a Future? 

 


