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“Citizen Protectors: The Everyday Politics of Guns in an Age of Decline” 
 

Jennifer Carlson offers a compelling portrait of gun carriers, shedding light on Americans' complex relationship 
with guns. Delving headlong into the world of gun carriers, Carlson spent time participating in firearms training 
classes, attending pro-gun events, and carrying a firearm herself. Through these experiences she explores 
the role guns play in the lives of Americans who carry them and shows how, against a backdrop of economic 
insecurity and social instability, gun carrying becomes a means of being a good citizen, an idea that not only 
pervades the NRA's public literature and statements, but its training courses as well.  
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