
Farm to School 2013 
Sustainability Project Fund Semester Summary 
 
Section 1. Accomplished Tasks for Summer- Fall 2013 

Table 1. Tasks and associated Details  

 
 
 



 
Table 2. Estimated Costs for a 4-Hour Activity Day* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Following several activity days, we determined four hours were the optimum amount of time. It seemed to be 
easier for the teachers to coordinate shorter visits, and the elementary school students maintained focus and 
interest in the activities.  
 
Task Breakdown for the Coordinators 
The coordinators are responsible for the primary contact with the schools participating in 
the project. The following is a breakdown of the tasks associated with the coordination 
position: 

• PR with elementary schools and coordinating events days with elementary teachers.  
• Follow up via surveys after the activity days.  
• Ensuring that the teachers have access to the modules prior to the activity day, in 

order to evaluate their students while the activity is being carried out at Mac.  
• Set up a schedule for the events day with the Farm to School university student and 

volunteers.  
• Supervise the creation of the modules, and ensure that all the materials required for 

the activities are available.  
 
Section 2. Indicators of Success 
Indicators of success: 
1. Number of students in the farm to school class (AGRI 482- supervised by Professor 
Caroline Begg) creating modules 

• Number of modules created 
• Facility to access said modules- available in both English and French on our website.  

 
2. Using Macdonald Campus as a platform for module facilitation 

Following a semester of activities at Mac campus, we have determined that it is an ideal 
educational platform for the initial development of the modules. Teachers can then 
adapt them to their classrooms. 
• Number of elementary school teachers that use Macdonald campus as a platform. 

 
3. The number of elementary schools interested in the project.  
 



4. Creation of modules that require or encourage long-term student involvement, are 
interesting to elementary school students and are low resource demanding.  
 
5. Clarity of take-home messages of the module to the children 
 
6. Sustained liaison with the educators willing to continue participating with the project. 
Maintaining and updating contacts with the elementary school teachers who benefit from 
the modules.   
 
Section 3. Conclusions 
Farm to School has met the indicators of success this semester.  When the project began last 
year, three students registered for AGRI 482, the course associated with the construction of 
modules. This semester, seven students are registered for the course, and several others 
have already expressed interest for the next semester.  In a similar vein, more and more 
schools express interest in the involvement of farm to school. Dialogue has been 
commenced with two more schools for potential involvement with the project, and we 
expect this trend to continue in the upcoming semesters as the modules become more 
widely available.  
 
The modules that have been created over the winter, summer and fall semesters are 
continuously being edited and translated to English, French and potentially a third language 
(Spanish) to make them available to as many individuals as possible. Some are already 
easily accessible on the Farm to School website, and others will soon be updated.  Our 
website is an indicator of success in itself.  User friendly, it is a paper-free educational 
platform. The modules themselves require long-term involvement from both parties, due to 
the ecological and agricultural nature of the activities. Elementary school students can 
observe and participate in each of the life stages of the component or system being 
observed.  In addition, Farm to School’s connections with MSEG and other groups of 
individuals on Mac campus result in low costs associated with the activities. The plots in the 
ecological garden have been obtained in kind support, as have been several plants from the 
medicinal garden.   
 
Most importantly, the activities engage the elementary school students. The children 
actively participate and question. They leave the activity day with a tangible summary of 
key concepts and or an educational “goodie bag”.  The teachers are also pleased with our 
deliverables, and several educators who shared their classrooms with us last session were 
active participants this semester as well.  We are confident that given the excitement and 
dedication with which both elementary and University students approach Farm to School, it 
will continue being a sustainable project in the years to come. 
 
Further information on Farm to School is available on our website: 
www.farmtoschool.wix.com/home 
http://westislandgazette.com/news/story/2013/09/26/macdonald-college-provides-kids-
with-a-few-lessons-from-the-farm/ 
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