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Chers amis et amies / Dear friends, 

I hope this newsletter finds all of you doing well. Here at the School, we are 
about  to welcome a new cohort of Master’s and PhD students. Once again, 
we had a great pool of applicants to choose from, and my colleagues and I are 
looking forward to meeting our incoming class. Those of you who participated 
in an Orientation Day  in  the past will  remember  the excitement and appre‐
hension you felt before meeting your classmates and professors for the first 
time.  These  feelings  are  present  now  among  the  school’s  staff  as  we  are 
planning this year’s Orientation Day, on August 29. If you are around on that 
day, please join us for a light lunch at 12:30 P.M. to meet the news students 
and also to… 

…MEET OUR NEW PROFESSOR 

When we will start working with new students, we will also start working with 
a new colleague.  In my  last newsletter,  I wrote that we had received a new 
position  from  the  university.  To  fill  that  position,  we  received  applications 
from around the world; in the end, we selected a candidate from …Montréal. 
He  is Richard Shearmur, who some of you know,  since he was a  student  in 
the  M.U.P.  program  in  1994‐96  and  served  as  Adjunct  Professor  in  recent 
years.  Richard’s  PhD  dissertation  on  “Employment  Growth  in  the  Canadian 
Urban System” earned him the Governor General’s gold medal. He became a 
professor at INRS–Urbanisation, culture et société, where he held the Canada 
Chair  in  Spatial  Statistics  and Public  Policy  for  a number of  years  and deve‐
loped an international reputation for his work on urban and regional econo‐
mic  development,  the  geography  of  innovation,  and  quantitative  research 
methodology. We are very fortunate to attracted such an outstanding acade‐
mic to the School and to McGill and look forward to working with him. 

At  the same  time as we welcome a new colleague, we must prepare  to  say 
goodbye  to another one. David Brown  has announced  that he will  retire at 
the end of May 2014, after giving his  incredible energy to  the School  for 37 
years, of which 10 were spent as tireless director. I will be in touch about the 
event that we will organise to honour David upon his retirement.  

CHANGING LEADERSHIP AND CONTINUING LEADERSHIP 

McGill  University  will  have  a  new  Principal  in  September.    She  is  Suzanne 
Fortier,  a  native  of  what  is  now  Salaberry‐de‐Valleyfield  (an  island  muni‐
cipality  between  Montréal  and  the  Ontario  border).  Fortier  is  the  first 
francophone  Quebecer  to  head  the  university.  She,  too,  is  coming  back  to 
McGill,  as  she was a  chemistry  student here  in  the  seventies.  She  taught at 
Queen’s and rose there to the positions of Vice‐Principal (Research) and Vice‐
Principal (Academic). In the past few years, she was President of the Natural 
Sciences  and  Engineering  Research  Council  of  Canada.  Suzanne  Fortier  will 
face several challenges as Principal of McGill, most notably the maintenance 
of  excellence  in  the  face  of  chronic  underfunding  and  the  restoration  of 
sound collegiality among all parties at McGill.  

 

Congratulations to SUP Alumna 
Aftab Erfan 

Aftab graduated from the MUP program 
in 2005 and earned a doctorate at UBC 
this year. She specialises in social 
planning, with a focus on participatory 
processes that promote “deep 
democracy” and with a special interest 
in community development among First 
Nations. Over the course of her PhD 
studies, her activism and scholarship 
earned her three distinctions.  She 
received the 2010 Nestor Korchinsky 
Student Leadership Award (UBC) for her 
work in environmental and social 
advocacy, the 2012 Donald A. Schön 
Award for Excellence in Learning from 
Practice (Association of Collegiate 
Schools of Planning) for a reflective 
piece on her research, and a 2013 
award for excellence in research 
communication as part of the 
“Storytellers’ Challenge” (SSHRC).  
Triple congratulations to Aftab! 

The  Faculty  of  Engineering  has  a  new 
dean.  He  is  James  “Jim”  Nicell,  an 
environmental  engineer.  Jim  is  coming 
back  to  the  Faculty  after  serving  as 
McGill’s  Associate  Vice‐Principal  (Uni‐
versity  Services).  His  nomination  is 
excellent news not only for the Faculty 
in  general  but  also  specifically  for  the 
School:  as  the  university’s  head  physi‐
cal planner, he helped to diffuse sustai‐
nable  development  practices  among 
students  and  staff.  By  the  way,  Dean 
Nicell renewed my mandate as director 
of  the  School  for  another  three  years. 
Please  receive  my  warmest  directorial 
greetings,  with  greetings  also  from  all 
staff  and  students  at  the  School. 
Salutations cordiales à tous et à toutes ! 

On the next page is the School’s new flyer, 
issued by the Faculty of Engineering. The 
photograph shows the Transportation 
Research Group at McGill. The head of 
TRAM, Ahmed El-Geneidy, is on the left in 
the top row. Second from right, in the same 
row, is Kevin Manaugh. His graduation 
present for his PhD was an appointment as 
Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Geography and in the School of Environ-
ment at McGill.  Bravo Kevin! 



Program Information 

Master of Urban Planning (MUP) 
•  Admission requirements: Undergraduate degree in a related discipline, with a 3.0/4.0 

grade point average or a 3.2/4.0 grade point average over the last two years of study. 

•  Program length: Full-time for 24 months (66 credits), including a three-month 
internship and a 15-credit research project.

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 
•  Admission requirements: Master’s degree in planning or related field, with a 3.0/4.0 

grade point average or a 3.2/4.0 grade point average over the last two years of study. 

•  Program length: Full-time for approximately four years. Students must complete a 
Qualifying Exam, Research Proposal, Research Seminar and Doctoral Thesis and Defence.

Note: Applicants whose mother tongue is not English may be required to submit proof  
of competency in oral and written English (i.e. TOEFL or IELTS).

Admission Deadline

January 15 for Fall term. No winter or summer entry. Contact

Graduate Program Coordinator 
School of Urban Planning

Email: admissions.planning@mcgill.ca 
Tel: (+1) 514-398-4075

www.mcgill.ca/urbanplanning

McGill University was the first Canadian university to offer an urban planning program in 1947. Today, the Master of Urban 
Planning (MUP) program provides real-life learning experience through studio projects, an internship and a supervised 
research project, while also encouraging high-level research. The MUP program trains students for professional work 
in the public, private and not-for-profit sectors in two years of intensive study, much of which takes place in group 
projects using the Montréal metropolitan region as a living laboratory. The program is professionally accredited and is 
also recognized as a research program by granting agencies. The PhD in Urban Planning, Policy and Design prepares 
students for careers in research and teaching. The School works in an interdisciplinary manner, in partnership with other 
units at McGill, with other universities and with community partners in Montreal, Canada and abroad.

Research Areas

• Community Planning
• Land-Use Planning and Regulation
• Transportation Planning
• Urban Design
• Environmental Policy and Planning
• International Development
• University-Community Partnerships 
• GIS and Land-Use Modelling
• Active Transportation
• Housing and Real-Estate Development
• Metropolitan Growth and Management
• Green Planning and Design
• Energy Use and Alternative Fuels
• Planning and Citizen-Participation Processes
• Planning History and Theory
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